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Speech ‘grotesque’ says Santer 


DONALD MACINTYRE 
and COLIN BROWN 

The European Commission yes- 
terday launched a strong and un- 
precedented counter-attack on 
Michael Portillo the Secretary of 
State for Defence, following 
bis nationalistic diatribe against 
Brussels on Tuesday. 

Echoing dismay among some 
ministers, pro-Europeans and 
even some Euro-sceptics in the 
Conservative Party, the Presi- 
dent of the European Com- 
mission, Jacques Santer, was 
officially saia in Brussels to 
have regarded the barrage of 
anti-European sentiment 
expressed m Blackpool as “de- 
plorable" and “grotesque.’* 

Some ministers privately de- 
scribed as "naked" and "crude” 
Mr Portillo's speech to the 
Blackpool conference - cleared 
by the Prime Minister - in 
which he promised to resist a 
"single European army” and 
aligned British Conservatism, 
with the SAS motto: “Who 
dares, wins". One senior 
minister is understood to have 
protested to Mr Major about 
the terms with which Mr Por- 
tillo mocked the European 
Commission. ........ 

A spokesman for Mr Santer 
did not name Mr Portillo but 
said the Commission President 
found it "deplorable” that 
politicians were creating straw 
men to knock them down 
publicly. "Mr Santer thinks it is 
grotesque to have recourse to 
this kind of behaviour for rea- 


sons of maintaining a high pro 
file in politics and the media," 
a Commission spokesman, Joao 
Vale de Almeida, .said. 
Commission officials pointed 
out there is little chance a pan- 
European army wiUresuft from 
deliberations on closer Euro- 
pean defence co-operation. 

Conservative Members of 
the European Parliament were 
appalled at the impact the 
speech would have on Britain’s 
relations with the EU. One 
minister suggested that it was 
"just not done” to involve 
British armed forces in a parly 
political speech. "The SAS will 
just hate it,” he said. 

Lord Howe, the former for- 
eign secretsuy^aid: "I think it is 
very disturbing to find someone, 
bolding the position he does, ex- 
ploiting so faultlessly the easy 
anti-European applause line, 
casting Brussels as an ogre." 


Inside 





The unrest caused by Mr 
Portillo's speech threatened to 
undermine efforts by Mr Major 
and Malcolm Riflrind, the For- 
eign Secretary, to reunite the 
party by striking a more Euro- 
sceptic note in declarations on 
& single currency. 

Lord Plumb, leader of the 
Conservatives in the European 
Parliament, said: "I would not 
expect a minister of the Crown 
to be saying some of the things 
he said in respect of Brussels or 
in respect ofEurope.” 

Pro-Europeans were dis- 
turbed to discover that Mr Ma- 
jor had approved Air Portillo's , 
speech. 

Earlier Michael Heseltme 
denied suggestions that he 
rebuked Mr POrtQIo in his own 
platform speech yesterday. Mr 
Heseltme said: "You can call 
yourself a Communist, a So- 
cialist, a Liberal or a Conserv- 
ative. You can wrap yourself in 
any flag of any colour and you 
can mouth whatever patriotic 
rhetoric the-PR merchants can 
devise ... But unless you ham- 
mer home tbemessage that our 
companies must give the cus- 
tomer what they want ata qual- 

areguSty 6 fa great tiediat, a gj- 
ant fraud, the ultimate betray- 
al of Britain.” 

The Deputy Prime Minister 
later said that the reference to 
people wrapping themselves in 
the national flag was related to 
the “phoney sentiments of 
Tony Blair". 1 
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Paying the penalty: Duncan Ferguson is led away from court to start his prison sentence Photograph: Wattie Cheung 


Howard’s anti-theft drive 


donaldmacintyre 

and NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, will today announce 
a new sentencing drive against 


itf'v 



populist policy initiatives on 
education, health, social secu- 
rity and housing. 

Peter Lilley won loud ap- 
plause yesterday when he an- 
nounced cuts ih social security 
benefits for asylum seekers, 
aime d at saving £200m and re- 
* dinting the growing numbers of 

[9 yuuldbc immigfcints applying for 

asylum in the United Kingdom. 


Mr Howard’s new regime 
would mean more burglars with 
multiple convictions being tried 
in Grown Courts which can im- 
pose a maximum sentence of 14 
years. He recently told the Fo 
fice Superintendents’ Association 
he had been surprised by re- 
search suggesting that magis- 
trates sent only 10 per cent of 
buidars to prison on a first con- 
viction and for those with 10 or 
more convictions the average 
sentence was only four months. 

Mr Howard may also fore- 
shadow the greater use of video 
surveillance in public places to 
deter and detect crime. 

Mr Lfiley’s announcement 
came after a barnstorming 


speech by Michael Heseltme, 
Deputy Prime Minister, which 
was the highlight of the confer- 
ence’s second day. He excoriat- 
ed the “nauseating hypocrisy* of 
Labours education policy, pro- 
jected the Tories as the party to 
modernise Britain and tiansfomi 
its inner cities, and overshad- 
owed a rare defeat for the jar- 
ty leadership on cotnxal c app i ng . 

GilEan Shephard, Secretary of 
State for Education and Em- 
ployment, won the second 
longest ovation of the day with 
a speech in which she announced 
a campaign to improve the use 
of Fjiglwn and a new qualifica- 
tion for headteachers aimed at 
raising school standards. 


RICHARD BREWIAN 

Dmifcan Ferguson, the contro- 
versial Scotland international 
footballer, yesterday began a 
three-month jafl. sentence after 
losing his appeal against sen- 
tence for butting a rival player. 

He is the first British , in- 
ternational player to be jailed 
for assaulting a fellow profes- 
sional on the field of play. 

The 23 -year-old, who now 
plays in England for Everton, 
was told that incidents of vio- 
lence in sport could not be ig- 
nored by the courts. He also has 
two previous convictions for as- 
sault, one for breach of the 
peace and one for drink-driving. 

Ferguson was appearing be- 
fore the Supreme Court in 
Ednburgh to appeal against the 
sentence, but not the conviction, 
that bad been imposed by a 
sheriff earlier this year. 

Despite pleas from Everton, 
and his former employer. 

Justice General of^cotland, said 
the original three-month term 
could not be ruled "excessive". 



he called it a “tragic case”, but 
added: “We have reached the 
view that we. would not be 
justified in interfering with this 
sentence." 


The Crunch: Ferguson butting 
John McStay last year 


Ferguson was on probation at 
the time of the incident in a 
Scottish Premiership match at 
Ihrox Park, the home of Glas- 
gow Rangers, in April last year. 
He butted opposing foil-back 
John McStay of Raith Rovers, 
leaving him with a cut lip. 

Ffcrguson was neither sent off 
□or cautioned for the assault by 
the match referee. However, the 
Scottish Football Association 
took action after viewing a 
video recording of the assault. 

John Mitchell, QC, for the 
defence, said his client realised 
his actions had been wrong 


and dow “bitterly regretted the 
incident"... 

Outside the court Ferguson’s 
solicitor, Blair Morgan, said:. 
“There is no further appeal. I 
spoke to Duncan afterwards. He 
(hd not say very much. He had 
expected the worst and I think 
that was good preparation." 

As Ferguson was taken away 
by prison van to Glasgow’s Bar- 
linnie jail, his club said he was 
the victim of a “witch-hunt". 
Everton manager Joe Royle 
attacked the decision as "in- 
credible", adding: “We are all 
amazed and stunned and can't 
really believe, in a society tbat 
seems dedicated to keeping 
people out of prison, flat we are 
putting away a young man who 
is in a good job and is no dan- 
ger to society.” 

Everton would give him its 
“fullest support" and Ferguson 
would remain a hero to the 
Merseyside dub, the manager 
said. ’Anyone who knows him 
will tell you he is a very pleas- 
ant young man. He is no bad lad 
at all. He has been guilty some- 
times of stupidity, but mostly 
immaturity. We all see events on 
football pitches every week and 
they are a lot worse than what 
Duncan now finds himself im- 
prisoned with hardened crimi- 
nals for,” added Royle. 


Ferguson’s first brush with 
the law came in February 1991 
when be was fined for butting 
a police officer. A second assault 
followed two years later when 
the player was involved in an 
incident in Edinburgh, striking 
a man who was on crutches. 
Tbat also resulted in a fine but 
less than a year later he was 
again before the sheriff on an 
assault charge. 

It was in April of this year 
that Ferguson was convicted for 
the latest incident Sentence was 
then adjourned to allow re- 
ports to be compiled before be 
was given a three-month jail 
term. 

Grobbelaar in court, page 3 


Bosnia 
truce is 
finally 
sealed 


EMMA DALY 

Sarajevo 

The delay, caused by argu- 
ments over the restoration of 
gas and electricity supplies to 
Sarajevo, allowed - coinciden- 
tally or not - Bosnian govern- 
ment forces to seize two 
important towns from the rebel 
Serbs 

Antonio Pedauye, the UN 
chief in Bosnia, said last night 
that all sides had agreed to a 60- 
day ceasefire, which wilJ allow 
further negotiations on the out- 
line peace settlement brokered 
by the US special envoy, 
Richard Holbrooke. 

But though the guns may 
cease firing, the suffering of 
civilians - Serb and Muslim - 
will continue. Some 40,000 Serb 
refugees were moving east last 
night towards the Serb strong- 
hold of Banja Luka from the 
newly fallen towns of Sanski 
Most and Mrkonjic Grad. At 
the same time, thousands of the 
the remaining Muslim residents 
of Serb-held northern Bosnia 
had been forcibly expelled 
across the front lines by Serb 
paramilitaries. 

“Their police were throwing 
us out of our flats while Serb 
newcomers were waiting in 
front of them to occupy them 
as soon as we left,” Mensur 
BudimHc, a Muslim from Pri- 
jedor, north of Sanski Most, said 
after arrivim in the government- 
held city of Zenka. 

Bosnian officials had delayed 
the truce twice, first because gas 
supplies had- not yet reached 
Sarajevo, then because elec- 
tricity levels were deemed too 
low. The ceasefire was depen- 
dent on the frill restoration of 
utilities to the city. 

The UN now has the unen- 
viable task of implementing 
the truce, which is to last for two 
months or until there is a con- 
clusion to the peace talks. UN 
officials speak only of “moni- 
toring and facilitating" the 
ceasefire, rather than enforcing 
it Peace-keepers will also escort 
civilian convoys to and from the 
besieged eastern enclave of 
Gorazde. 





ITV admits defeat in the battle over ‘Cracker’ 



MATHEW HORSMAN 

Big Ben will chime on time next 
Monday, as ITV yesterday ad- 
mitted defeat in the battle to 
reschedule its flagship News at 
Tbi. 

Following criticism from the 
Independent Television Com- 

* g — * trt rftP fvtm. 


Cottrane: Move to Sunday hit series 


dependent on Monday, the- 
esended opeaiqg;qrisode of the 
hit series Cracker will now be 


broadcast on 22 October, a 
Sunday, and News at T&iwiDrun 
as usual next week. 

- A repeat of the “cliff-hang- 
er” episode from the last ran of 
Cracker wDJ be broadcast next 
Monday. 

ITV insiders admitted that 
the decision was an “embar- 
rassing” climbdown, but insist- 
ed there had been no attempt 
to set a precedent regarding the 
bulletin's time slot 


“This had nothing to do with 
the scheduling of the news," 
ITV said. 

The ITC had sharply criti- 
cised the rescheduling, saying it 
breached ITV licence terms 
under which 30 minutes of 
weekday news must be broad- 
cast during the peak viewing 
times of 6pm to Kfc30pm- 
in addition, ITC officials 
were incensed that no prior 
approval for the change had 


been sought. “Everybody 
thought everybody else had 
tojd the ITC" an ITV insider 
said! 

ITV Network Centre con- 
sidered a 15-minute cut in the 
opening episode, which includes 
a graphic rape scene, to 
accommodate the news. In the 
end, a shift to a Sunday pre- 
miere, followed by hour-long 
episodes on 23 October and 30 
October, meant the programme 


could go out unchanged. 

“When problems arose over 
the scheduling of Cracker , my 
first concern was to make sure 
that our viewers did not miss 
out,” Marcus Platin, head of 
Network Centre, said. 

“T have now rearranged the 
schedule to make a real ’event* 
out of the first story in the same 
way that we sometimes sched- 
ule one of air other key dramas, 
Prime Suspect .” 
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Witness breaks down 

Caroline Owens, the victim of 
a sex attack by Rosemary and 
Frederick West, broke down in 
the witness box at Winchester 
Crown Courtyesterday, saying 
that she Mamedherseif for the 
deaths of nine people at the 
wests’ home m Gloucester 
/ Bage3 

~ Tenors’ bank notes 

il The three tenors- Pavarot- 
a ti, Domingo and Carreras 
a - have announced a con- 
i_ cert at Wembley Stadium 


^Sri^critidsedby wjfo ticket 

as "overpriced". Page 33 £350. 
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AFTER A CENTURY OF MOVIES^ - 
NOW IS THE TIME TO DISCOVER 
CINEMA-SOUND AT HOME. 

THE NEW BOSE* LIFESTYLE" 12 AUDIO HOME ENTERTAINMD'rr 
SYSTEM FOR CQNCERT-UKE AND ONEMA-UKE SOUND. 

To celebrate the centenary of cinema, you can now surround yourself 
with thrilling movie-sound and beautiful lifelike music - at the touch 
of a button from an entirely new rwo-in-ooe system, and get even 
more with our limited centenary package • without paying more ! 

for a Cmited period with every purchase of Bose* lifestyle* 12 Audio Home 
Frtmawmfwf System receive the complete Centenary pa Aagp m ni prwH i p 


I FRL'L Hit'i-YCR plus FRFF. Video ‘I ape 
plus FREF Centenary Book. 


To experience the best of both worlds, visit your nearest dealer 
with the Bose Interactive Demonstration Theatre. Simply call: 


rrftt 



Better sound through msearctu 

Please send me more information about the Bose Lifestyle" audio 
home entertainment system. 

NjwithAbaJM).) 



If you da nor with to recaw fume product information from Bote" 
or our appointed dealer* please ride this box □ 

BOSE LTD, TRINITY TRADING ESTATE. SnTOOOURNE, EOT ME 10 2PD 
Phone 01795 475 341 or fim 01795 427 227 
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Arms cuts opponent is military lobby ist 



Marc Francois: opponent of defence cuts 


A speaker in Tuesday’s defence 
debate at the Conservative con- 
ference, who made an impas- 
sioned plea for no cuts in 
military spending, is a lobbyist 
for a company bidding for de- 
fence orders totalling almost 
£4bn. 

Mark . Francois was intro- 
duced as the prospective par- 
liamentary candidate for Breut 
East Ken Livingstone’s seat He 
is a director of Market Access 
International, a Westminster- 
based consultancy which acts for 
numerous defence contractors. 

One of Market Access's 
biggest clients is Northern Tele- 
com, the giant Canadian 
telecommunications company, 
which is pitching for two MoD 
orders: the £2bn Defence Fixed 
Telecomm unica tions System, 

known as DFTS, and the £l. 8 bn 
Bowman army field radio net- 
work. 

Market Access has 
Tory connections. David 
dy, its chairman, is a former di- 
rector of communications at 
Tory Central Office. Steve Bra- 
mall, a former private secretary 


Conservative speaker who argued against reducing defence 
spending has links with industry. Chris Blackhurst reports 


to Michael Portillo when he was 
Transport Secretary, is a direc- 
tor of the firm and Mr Frangois 
is a close friend of David 
Am ess, the Tbiy MP for Basil- 
don who is Mr Portillo's Par- 
liamentary Private Secretary. 

Executives from Northern 
Telecom, who had travelled to 
Blackpool to lobby for the or- 
ders, said they hoped to be on 
the two-strong shortlist for 
DFTS, to be announced short- 
ly. DFTS is a telecommunica- 
tions system serving all the 
armed forces and the Ministry 
of Defence. The current con- 
tract is held by British Telecom. 
Bowman is intended to be the 
replacement for Clansman, the 
army’s long-standing front-line 
radio system. 

The Bowman contract will in- 
volve supplying least 60,000 ra- 
dio handsets and battery packs. 
In his speech, Mr Francois be- 
gan by re minding the audience 
of the sacrifice made by the 


British Army in Burma. With 
Mr Portillo and the Prime 
Minister sitting behind him, he 
continued: “There is always a 
danger when governments are 
under financial pressure they 
are tempted to find savings - 
from the defence budget It is 
always a temptation they should 
resist” 

Twice the century, declared 
Mr Frangois, Britain had al- 
lowed its military machine to 
run down, to the point that 
when war was dedaredjt was •» 
not able to offer an immediate 
riposte. We must make sure, he 
said, “we never, ever, ever, 
make that mistake again.” He 
sat down to thunderous ap- 
plause. 

Replying to the debate, Mr 
FortiUo singled out the contri- 
bution by Mr Frangois, saying 
be would have understood how 
Mr Portillo would have felt 
when viewing veterans in the VJ 
Day celebrations. “As Mark 


Frangois will understand, per- 
haps my most moving experi- 
ence since I became Secretary 
of State for Defence was when 
I attended the march-past of 
veterans who fought against 


Japan:’ 

Nort 


.farthern Ttlecom yesterday 
fco&gd.a packed fringe meeting 
oirlhe information superhigh.-. 
- way, chaired by Danny Finkel- 
stein, head of research at- Tory 
Central Office. With execu- 
tives from Northern Telecom 
and Market -Access in -atten- 
dance, Ian Thyior, the Telecom- 
munications Minister, congrat- 
ulated the company for invest- 
ing in Britain and creating jobs. 
They are “really welcome , Mr 
Thylor said. 

Northern Ttlecom is one of 
four bidders for the DFTS con- 
tract, along with British Ttle- 
com, Racal and GEC-Plessey. 
Martin Roberts, the compa- 
ny’s project director, said he 
hoped to be present when the 


shortlist is announced, possibly 
as soon as Friday. The winner 
of the £ 2 bn order is expected to 
be declared next April 
' Mr Roberts said Market Ac- 
cess was working on the order 
because, “the next stage is po- 
litical and down to the Cabinet” 
Asked if Northern Ttlecom 
would be meeting Mr Portillo 
while in Blackpool Mr Itobens 
replied: “I would not be qp here 
otherwise, would l? Wfejpope to 
Talk to him. ” - 

DFTS, said Mr Roberts, is 
“worth £ 2 bn. It is a major con- 
tract that will cun for 10 years”. 
He added: “Wfe have putayety 
good Md on the table. He con? 
finned that Mr Frangois -was 
wor kin g for Market -Access. 

Mr Amess said he knew Mr 
Francois “extremely welL"The 
two had met in Baakfon, where 
Mr Frangois was a councillor. 

Last night Mr FortiUo told the 
Independent that he did hot 
know Mr Frangois. “I don't 
know him at all I am sorry, 1 ' 
cannot help you. Thank-you”. 

The Independent was unable 
to contact Mr Frangois. 


Police 
want to 
caution 
drug 
dealers 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

More novice drug dealers will 
be cautioned rather than pros- 
ecuted under radical proposals 
being considered by the police, 
it was revealed yesterday. 

The scheme, which would re- 
quire legislation, would allow 
the police to give ouL more cau- 
tions to drug users on the con- 
dition they obtain medical help 
or counselling. The proposal, 
which was supported in princi- 
ple by chief constables yester- 
day, is aimed at diverting young 
drug-takers and dealers away 
from the courts. 

Also included in a package of 
measures recommended at the 
Association of Chief Police Of- 
ficers autumn* Conference in 
Coventry were plans for greater 
police involvement in drug ed- , 
ucation in schools. 

Children as young as four 
need to leani of the dangers of 
drugs, the conference heard. 
Chief constables were told that 
education authorities and the 
police needed to draw up na- 
tional guidelines because in 
some schools there was evi- 
dence that children had been 
encouraged, rather than dis- 
couraged, to take illegal sub- 
stances after being told about 
them by the police and drug 
agencies. 

The police also intend to 
encourage teachers, parents, 
college and university heads to 
report drug treads to them. 

The recommendations were 
tiie result of a 12 month inquiry 
by the ACPO drugs sub-com- 
mittee. Keith Hellawell Chief 
Constable of West Yorkshire 
and the committee's chairman, 
said: “We need to find ways of 
diverting first time offenders, 
particularly children from the 
court system.” 

He said yesterday that one 
way of achieving that aim, while 
attempting to wean young peo- 
ple away from drugs, was to 
have new cautioning powers. 
These would force anyone who 
was cautioned to obtain expert 
advice or go to a treatment cen- 
tre. Failure to do so could re- 
sult in court action or the 
offender being charge. 

Mr Hellawell insisted this 
was not a “soft” policy or a form 
of drugs dccrimmalisation as the 
caution would still be recorded 
on the offender's police record. 
He argued that cautioning was 
already rising and this measure 
would be more effective. 



Welcome party: Man Howarth and Tony Blair prepare to meet the press at Westminster yesterday 


Photograph: Edward Webb 


Back at Westminster, a pact is sealed 


MARY BRAID 

At high noon, three days after 
they admitted a clandestine 
courtship and declared their 
mutual regard to the world, pol- 
itics' happiest couple emerged 
into the sunshine yesterday to 
face the press. 

Big Ben had just done chim- 
ing when renegade Conservative 
Alan Howarth MP - treacher- 
ous toe rag or courageous, con- 
scientious politician, depending 
on your point of view - and Tony 


Blair, the Labour leader, made 
their first joint appearance out- 
side Westminster- 

It is hard to match Mr Blair's 
split-face grin but Mr Howarth, 
MP for Stratford-upon-Avon, 
almost managed. Seldom in 
the history of unlikely unions 
have a pair seemed quite so 
delighted with each other. 

Former Tory minister Mr 
Howarth, sporting a red tie 
with the faintest of blue pat- 
terns, said he had no regrets 
about his decision to defect 


from the Tory party. This week's 
gathering or the faithful in 
Blackpool had merely vindi- 
cated his action. He even sug- 
gested former colleagues might 
soon follow. He had just been 
talking to one Tbiy MP who had 
been “deeply shocked” by 
events and talk at Blackpool. 

“Yesterday's proceedings 
confirmed my worst fears,” said 
Mr Howarth. “We saw Dr 
Mawbinney opening up with an 
attack on local government and 
some unfortunate remarks 


about Asian minorities. Then 
we saw Michael Portillo in- 
dulging in an extraordinary 
tirade of anti-foreigner emotion. 
It is exactly what I warned 
against. Tins retreat by the 
Tbiy party into narrow, aggres- 
sive insularity will be a cata- 
strophe for tiie country.” 

His lasting impression was of 
Mr Major sitting “hunched and 
wan” while Michael Portillo 
did his “great dictator bit”. At 
the end Mr Major had been 
forced to lead the applause, a 


prisoner of his right-wing. 

Mr Blair was pressed on 
whether Mr Howarth could ex- 
pect to return to the House of 
Commons as a Labour MP? 
And there was a hint of the Tho- 
jan horse; how coiiki the 
Labour leader expect hjs parly 
to trust such a turncoat? 
-lVfrBlairstoodbyhis 91 an.lt 
was “absolutely clear that the 
Labour Party ms taken Man to 
its heart,” he said. And he was 
sure he would be carefully con: 
sidered for selection. 


Rollerbladers are rocked by par 


CLARE GARNER 

The Royal Parks Agency- 
banned rollcrblading in four of 
London's parks yesterday and 
decided to restrict the sport to 
specific areas in others. 

On the grounds that parks are 
primarily for pedestrians”, the 

S bas turned four of the 
s eight Royal Parks - St 
James's Park, Green Park. Re- 
gents Park and Greenwich Park 
- into no-go areas for in-line 
skating, as it is officially called. 


It has conceded Broiled access to 
roads and cyde routes in Hyde 
Park and Kensington Gardens 
and given a free rein in Bushy 
Park and Richmond Park. 

David Welch, the agency's 
chief executive, would ideally 
like skaters to go elsewhere. He 
has urged them to seek out “al- 
ternative, more suitable venues" 
for their sport. 

"The Royal Parks are pri- 
marily for pedestrians and, al- 
though we try to accommodate 
as manv activities as we rea- 


sonably can, we cannot let any 
angle activity dominate a park 
to the detriment of other park 
users,” be said. 

Davina Weir-WQlats, spokes- 
woman for the British In-Line 
Skating Association (BISA), 
branded the ban “undemocra- 
tic" and “unfair". She Mid: 
“Skating can appear intimidat- 
ing to pedestrians, but is, in truth 
a safe and enjoyable past time 
with, on the whole, a good 
safety record." 

The dampdown follows a 


summer in which unprece , 
dented numbers of skaters took 
to the parks. Earlier this year, 
a cyclist, Mark Welch, 26, died 
after being in a collision with a 
skater in Hyde Park. 

The agency has promised to 
follow up the recommendation 
of the coroner at Mr Welch's in- 
quest, Dr Paul Knapman. to 
seek stronger powers to deal 
with anyone whose behaviour 
interferes with the safety and en- 
joyment of other park users. 

wrir 



However, Ms 


-Wfllats 


. . _ Jew in the 

face of Dr Knapman ’s recom- 
mendations which included the 
assertion that rollerbladers had 
as much “right” to be in the 
parks “as a nanny with a 
p ushchair " 

The new arrangements in 
Hyde Park and Kensington 
Gardens will be monitored and 
reviewed after six months. A 
code of conduct for skaters in 
the Royal Parks has also been 
amended to indude the new re- 
strictions. 


Killer on 
run after 
prison 
van is 
hijacked 


A convicted murderer was on 
the run in Newcastle upon Tyne 
last night after gunmen held up 
a prisonvan taking him to hos- 
‘taL Two other men, described 
ice as “dangerous* were 
being hunted after they walked 
away from a prison m North 
Humberside. 

The Home Office was at 
pains yesterday to try to min- 
imise the ’embarrassment to 
the Home: Secretary of two 
'.Michael 

award takes key position on 
the platform today at, the Con- 
servative Party conference in 
Blackpool as delegates debate 
law and. order. . 

Alan 
ith two 
the 
and the 

Byrqp was being transported? 
from Frankl&nd Prison, Coun- 
ty Durham, where he was serv- 
ing a life sentence for murder 
and possession of a firearm. 

A category A inmate, sen-' 
tenced to fife at Bradford- 
Crown Court, he was being 
taken for treatment at a cancer 
centre in Newcastle General 
Hospital yesterday when the 
armed men struck. Shots were 
fired in the air but no one was 
hurt. Byrne and the two gunmen 
ran off to a waiting vehicle in 
the hospital car pare. 

A spokesman for Northum- ' 
bria Police said yesterday: “This 
was dearly well-planned by the 
gunmen.” 

Little detail had emerged by 
last night on the Humberside 
jaffljreak. which a Home Office 
spokesman refused to call an es- 
cape. “This is an abscond. Tb es- 
cape you would have to sgale a 
physical barrier,” the 
spokesman said. 

Pblice .warned members of 
the public not to approach the 
pair, who are in their 'early 20 s. 
They escaped from Everthorpe, 
near Hml, while -they were 
working cm a prison farm. 

Both men are dressed in reg- 
ulation blue and white striped 
prison shirts and jeans. One 
man is from West Yorkshire and 
the other is from Cleveland. Po- 
lice were checking their home 
addresses last nighL 
A Humberside Police 
spokesman said: “There is no 
suggestion that either of these 
men have used firearms, but one 
has come to notice for using vi- 
olence. If a member of the 
public approached them, they 
could be violent.” 


GPs'deared in 
misconduct case 

Ifero doctors accused of endan- 
gering the lives o£a pregnant 
woman and her unborn child- 
were yesterday cleared of seri- 
ous professional misconduct. 

The Get 

oTsprafc 
mitiee had i 
Mathafos 4% -And 

Shackle, 56, hadftitedi 
the obvious tell-tale ' 

Kathy Sctford, aged; 
fered a broach in the? mem- 
branes aroupd tiie foctaftlt was 
to 

'll* G^both'&om East Sus- 
sex. ted deified denied \ 
p ro^^ oiral 

judgement* 

Toddlers die In fire 

A mother and her two young 




bodies of Diane Jones, 22, and 
her daughters Shooa, aged two. 
and one-year-old Sarah Jane, in 
a bedroom at tbdr home on the 
the Gumos estate in Merthyr 
TVdfiI, Mid Glamorgan. 

Price of slander 

Albert Miller, general secretary 
of the Showmen's Guild of 
Great Britain, was awarded 
£40 damages for slander by a 
High Court jury over an alle- 
gation that he ted defrauded 
members of up to £90,000. Mr 
Miller, from Heston, -west Lon- 
don, had sued Tbrry Osborne, 
an amusement rides operator, 
over a comment he made in 
front of one of the guild’s 
solicitors in August last year. 

House firebombed 

Firebombers have destroyed 
the home of a man who planned 
to set up a neighbourhood 
watch on a Luton estate which 
was the scene of rioting earlier 
this summer. Rod Stewart, 41, 
had moved his family out of the 
terraced house on the Marsh 
Farm estate before the attack 
after receiving warning threats 
from local teenagers. 

Police cell death 

A police inquiry has been 
launched into the death of 
Christopher Baldwin, 30,. from 
Bingham in Nottinghamshire, 
who was found hanging in a po- 
licecell an hour after being ar- 
rested for an alleged burglary in 
Sa Ann's; 

Hunt for bomber 

Irish police are searching for a 
lone bomber thought to have 
planted four devices in Dublin 
city centre this year - the latest 
was discovered in the baby 
goods section of a department 
store. None of the attacks is be- 
lieved to have had paramilitary 
or terrorist invutvement. 

Tramp attacked 

A tramp died from “horrific" 
head injuries after he was 
stamped on in a shopping cen- 
tre in Leicester. Police said 
there was no motive for the “the 
savage attack” on the homeless 
man, who was in his 50s and 
who was found with several frac- 
tures to his skull. 
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Caroline Owens: *1 wan* 
it is my fault' 


to get justice for the gills who dtdn*t make it, because I feel 

. . . - “ Photograph: Roger Allen 


Will BENNETT 


Hie victim of a sex attack by 
Rosemary and Frederick West 
brake down in the witness box 
at Winchester Crown Court 
yesterday, saying she blamed 
herself for the Cromwell Street 
killings. 

“7 want to get justice for the 

ffeel like it is my fault,” said 
Caroline Owens, who then 
started to sob and dumped for- 
ward in the witness box. 

Mr Justice Mantell, the 
judge, asked somebody to help 
her and an usher assisted Mrs 
Owens, 39, from the court. 

On T\iesday, Mrs Owens had 
told the court that in Decem- 
ber 1972 the Wests picked her 
up while she was hitch- hiking . 
She was then knocked uncon- 
scious, bound and gagged and 
take n to 25 Cromwell Street, 
Gloucester, where she was 
raped by Mr West and sexual- 
ly assaulted by both of them. 

She was giving evidence at 
the trial of Mrs West, 41, who 
denies murdering 10 girls and 
young women whose remains 
were found at Cromwell Street 
and at the Wests’ previous 
home in Gloucester. 

Mr West, who was charged 
with 12 murders, was found 
dead in his prison ceD on 3 Jan- 
uary this year. 

It was revealed in a statement 
read out in court yesterday that 
Mrs Owens attempted suicide 
by taking a drugs overdose four 
years after the attack and that 
she is still receiving counseffing 
more than 20 years later. 

In the statement that Mrs 
Owens made to police last year, 
she said: “After the abduction 
and rape in 1972, 1 was veiy de- 
pressed and had low sea-es- 
teem. I was prescribed librium 
tablets to help by my family doc- 
tor.” 

She said that in 1976 she had 
moved to Weston-super-Mare. 
“A doctor there prescribed me 
mild tranquillisers, siniquon, I 
think. The next day I took an 
overdose, about 25 tablets.” 

Mrs Owens was taken to 
hospital where her stomach 
was pumped, but her problems 
have continued and she said in 
the statement that she was still 
being helped by a counselling 
service in Gloucester. 

The statement continued: 

have been very sensitive unpeo- 
ple being dose to me and cud- 
dling me since being abducted 


Football stars in court to 
face match-rigging charges 


STEVE BOGGAN 

Three of the Premier League's 
top football stars appeared in 
court for the first time yesterday 
to face charges of match rig g in g. 

Bruce Grobbelaar, the 
Southampton and Zimbabwe 
goalkeeper, John Ffesbanu the 
retired Aston Villa striker, and 
Hans Segers, the Wimbledon 
goalkeeper, appeared a t the 
magistrates' court in Southamp- 
ton, Hampshire, with a Malay- 
sian businessman, Heng Suan 
Lim, 11 months after the alle- 
gations of bribery in British foot- 
ball first surfaced. 

All four are charged with con- 
spiring “to give and corruptly to 
accept gifts of money as in- 
ducements improperly to in- 
fluence the outcome of football 
matches or as rewards few hav- 

■ _ _ J . 



Grobbelaar outside court yesterday Photograph: Edward Webb 


Grobbelaar, 37, faced 
irther charges-That on 25 
□ber 1993, while stiH play- 
r Liverpool, he “corrupt- 
rpted from John Fhshami 
: sum of £40,000 as a re- 
fer having ... improperly 
aced the outcome of the 
pool versus Newcastle 
d football match on 21 
nber 1993” - Newcastle 
*3-0: And that he 
I from Christo- 


pher Vncent, a former business 
associate, for “improperly in- 
fhiencmg the outcome of a 
football match or matches”. 

The Zimbabwe national _ 
goalkeeper, dressed in an olives 
green suit and white shirt, sat 
m front of the dockwithhisco- 
accused. He spoke to none of 
them during the 40-minute 
hearing, but soiled once during 
representations for the prose- 
cutions by David JSvan-Bughes. 

. Mr Eashanu; 32, a presenter 
ofliy'sGMiaw 


charges relating to both of the 
games on which the prosecutkin 
is concentrating He is alleged 
to have been responsible for tire 
£4(1000 payment to Mr Grobbe- 
laar and tor a further payment 
of £19,000 to Mr Segers. 

The charges allege that be- 
tween 18 ana 25 October 1994 
he paid Mr Segers for “having 
improperly influenced the out- 
come of the Wimbledon versus 
Liverpool match played on 22 
October 1994”. The final score 
was 3-0 to Liverpool. 


The second charge against Mr 
Segers, 33, the former Dutch in- 
ternational keeper, relates to the 
alleged receipt of the £19,000. 

Mr Lim, 29, who described 
himse lf as a student and trad- 
er, faced only the joint con- 
spiracy charge. Despite earlier 

media reports describing him as 
a millionaire, Richard Clark, the 
deputy stipendiary magistrate 
for Hampshire, was told that Mr 
Lim was on income support and 
had applied for legal aid. 

A conspiracy charge against 
Melissa Kassa-Mapsi, Mr Fash- 
ami's wife, has been dropped 
All four men were remand- 
ed on bail until 1 December, by 
which time the prosecution is 
expected to have lodged papers 
for their co mmi ttal to Crown 
Court Conditions attached to 
the men’s bail require them to 
lodge their passports with po- 
lice and not to approach Mr 
Vincent and John Troup, a Sun 
reporter expected to be a wit- 
ness for the prosecution. 

After the hearing, David He- 
witt, Mr Grobbelaar’s solicitor, 
complained about the delay in 
getting the case to court. ll The 
matter first came to light 11 
months ago,” he said 
Outside the court, the play- 
ers, smiling and looking re- 
laxed were cheered by fans. 


Shell invites oilers for Brent Spar 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 

may eventual- 


otic artificial 

^sterday. 

ompany said jtdid 
pursue its original 
Its oil stores bucy 
rith residual conr 
in its tanks, 
as setting out its 
or deciding how 
lie Spar, a 14,500 
all redundant oil 


paign by the environmental, 
group Greenpeace. The Stoat; is 
now m a Norwegian fjord. 

Tbday, Shell vwD formally in- 
vite engixieeringand construc- 
tion companies to express their 
interest in disposing of the struc- 
ture. It has already received 
more than 200 offers. 

Shell trill select up to 30 
companies to nr&oare more 


company’s plains 
disposal were 
i last minute af- 


a shortlist — 
to- draw, up plans in depth. 
Then Shell wm choose one to 
submit to the Government for 
thenecessaiy permission- 
Shell trill choose what it re- 
gards as the bert practicable en- 
vironmental option fBPEO) - 
die one offering foe best com- 

h matin n-rtf rntnirnfaiTig threats to 

workers'' safety, damage to the 


environment and cost -while 
maximising public acceptability. 

Previously it argued that the 
BPEO for the Brent Spar was 
deep-sea dumping. The Gov- 
ernment fully accepted this and 
defended it, which is why min- 
isters were so angry when Shell 
backed down under pressure 
from Greenpeace. They insist 
Shell win have to draw up a 
highly persuasive case to gain 
permission for any Other option. 

Asked if deep-sea dumping 
could emerge as the BPEO 
once again, senior ShellUK ex- 
ecutives refused to rule it oat 
entirely. Heinz Rothenmmd, a 
managing director of Shell UK, 
said: “We should not be spec- 
ulating now" on what would 
emerge after more than a year 
of discussions and planning, 


during which environmental 
groups would be consulted and 
reports published. But "good, 
convincing" alternatives were 
expected to emoges, even if they 
were more costly. 

Shell’s Brent Spar project 
manager, Eric Emm said 95 re- 
dundant rigs had been dumped 
in shallow waters off the Unit- 
ed States' coast to form reefs, 
boosting marine life. If this op- 
tion was ever chosen for the 
Brent Spar it would first have 
some 100 tonnes of oily silt re- 
moved from its tanks. 

Gr eenpeace UK’s cam- 
paigning (firectaiv Sarah Burton, 
said yesterday, “'fife have to give 
Shell the benefit of the doubt.” 
But the group would strongly 
oppose turning the Brent Spar 
into an undersea reel 



Fred and Rosemary West: Pleaded guilty to assaulting Caroline Owens in 1973 


by Fred and Rose. In particu- 
lar, I am wary of other adult fe- 
males even friends. I have a 
terrible feeling of worthlessness. 

“When I became aware of the 
women that had been mur- 
dered and the alleged involve- 
ment of Fred and Rose West in 
1994, 1 felt anger, frustration, 
guilt. I felt that if I had gone to 
court on my rape case, I could 
have stopped iL” 

Mrs Owens explained in ev- 
idence yesterday that she could 
have insisted that Mr West was 
charged with rape. Instead, she 
settled for both the Wests be- 
ing charged with assault caus- 
ing actual bodily harm and 
indecent assault 
The couple pleaded guflty to 
both charges when they ap- 
peared at Gloucester magis- 
trates’ court in January 1973 and 
were fined £50 each. A rape 
charge would have certainly 
resulted in a jafl'sqntosp for Mr 
West just three months before 
the disappearance of Lynda 
Gough - the first victim found 


in the Cromwell Street cellar. 

Mrs Owens, who worked for 
the Wests as a nanny, said yes- 
terday that she felt ashamed 
about the attack and also be- 
cause she had previously had 
sexual intercourse with Ben 
Stanfland and Alan Davies, two 
lodgers at Cromwell Street 

She said: "The police treat- 
ed me really badly. That put me 
off going to court as welL 1 de- 
cided to cover it all up. Iput it 
to the back of my mind.” 

Mrs Owens admitted yester- 
day that she had signed a con- 
tract with the &01 newspaper for 
£20,000 for her exclusive story, 
£9.500 of which had already 
been paid. She had also been 
approached by other newspa- 
pers and television networks 
and had turned down an offer 
of £50,000 from the Sunday 
Mirror. 

Under cross-examination by 
Richard Ferguson, QC, de- 
fending Mrs West she strong- 
ly denied that she had 
embroidered the details of her 


story in order to make it more 
saleable to the media. 

Mr Ferguson suggested that 
Mrs West had not bad oral sex 
with her, that Mr West did not 
knock her unconscious and lat- 
er beat her with a belt, and that 
she had not been tied up or 
raped. Mrs Owens replied: “I 
swear on my baby’s life they did 
take place.” 

Mr Ferguson said: "You 
have added these details in a 
process of making your ao 
count more dramatic and more 
commercial when it came to 
selling iL 

Mrs Owens replied: “I had no 
intention of selling my story. 1 
had already told the police the 
details. I did not go to the pa- 
pers, I didn't want them to find 
me but they did.” 

But Mr Ferguson later made 
an admission on behalf of the 
defence. He said: “The de- 
fence admits that the contents 
of Mrs Owens’ police state- 
ments in 1994 are the same in 
afl ouuerial paztkulani as die ac- 


count she gave during the 
course of her evidence and the 
contents of the document which 
she later handed to the Sun 
newspaper.” 

Re-examined by Brian Leve- 
son, QC, for the prosecution. 
Mis Owens said that during the 
attack Mrs West was “grinning 
and laughing wickedly - she 
looked evil to me”. 

It was when Mr Lcveson 
asked her “has commercial ad- 
vantage anything to do with why 
you have come 10 court today?” 
that Mis Owens said she bad 
done so for the girls who died 
and broke down in tears. 

The next witness was the 
mother of Lynda Gough, who 
told the jury of eight men and 
four women how she had visit- 
ed the Wests' home to look for 
her daughter after she went 
missing. 

June Gough said that on 19 
April, 1973, her daughter left 
their home in Gloucester with- 
out warning and took all her 
possessions with her. She left a 
note which said: “I have got a 
flat and 1 will come and see you 
some time." 

When Lynda, 19, did not get 
in touch, her parents became 
worried and Mrs Gough made 
inquiries which led about two 
weeks later to Cromwell Street 

The door there was answered 
by a woman who she recognised 
as having once come to the 
Goughs’ borne to take Lynda 
out for a drink. A man joined 
the woman at the door. 

She ldd the court: “I said that 
I’d come to see Lynda. They 
said she wasn’t there. That she 
had left. They said she was go- 
ing to Weston-super-Mare. 

“1 immediately noticed that 
she was wearing Lynda’s slippers 
and some other article of cloth- 
ing which I can’t immediately 
bring to mind. 

“1 said: ‘But those are Lyn- 
da’s dippers you are wearing 
and there are some of Lynda's 
things on the washing line.' 
She said that she bad left them 
behind when she left. 

“I was saying aD this but I got 
no feedback, there was nothing 
coming back,” said Mis Gough, 
who continued to search for her 
daughter. 

She went to the police, the 
Salvation Army and to Weston- 
super-Mare - all to no avail. 
More than 20yeais later, Lyn- 
da's remains were found in the 
cellar at Cromwell Street 

The trial continues today. 
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®hat can Hertz, the world’s 
#1 car rental company, offer 
you on weekly leisure rentals? 
®e can accept prepaid 
bookings as little as 24 hours* 
before departure. 

®e have no pre-departure 
amendment or cancellation 
charges. 

® e promise to beat any price 
you’re quoted by another 
car rental company for an 
equivalent prepaid booking to 
any of the destinations above. 

®e aim to make sure that 
‘nobody beats our deals’. 

®imp3y call your local travel 
agent, or Hertz direct 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week on: 

0345 555 888 
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Lilley to curb benefits for asylum-seekers 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

Much tougher benefit rules for 
asylum seekers were announced 
yesterday by Peter lilley. the 
Secretary of State for Social Se- 
curity, as speakers at the Tory 
conference called for deeper 
cuts in welfare spending. 

The new rules - with a pos- 
sible announcement on pilot 


are-stvl 

unemployed, held back for John 
Major’s speech on Friday -will 
save £2Q0m a year by making it 
impossible to enter the country 
as a visitor, but then seek asy- 
lum to claim benefit 
Those who claim to be 
refugees as they enter the coun- 
try will still quality - but if their 
application is turned down, 
they will no longer be entitled 


to benefit during the period of 
any appeal a process which can 
take between six and 18 months. 

The change was denounced 
as “totally inhum an” by the 
Joint Council for the Welfare of 
Immigrants, who said people 
fleeing from danger and hard- 
ship would be expected to “live 
on air*’ while they appealed. 

The measure, which will af- 
fect about 50,000 people, was 


the only direct spending cut Mr 
Lilley announced as represen- 
tatives attacked the size of the 
£90tm social security budget. 

Mr Lilley nonetheless won a 
standing ovation, confirming 
that a new credit card-style 
benefit payment card which will 
eventually be held by about 19 
millio n c laiman ts of everything 
from income support to child 
benefit, will come in next year 


to help cut fraud - the area of 
social security Mr Lilley de- 
clared to be his “top priority”. 

A scheme which pays Post 
Office staff £10 for every fraud- 
ulent benefit payment they spot 
is to go nationwide. Staff m the 
Midlands have earned £60,000 
in a pilot sdieme over the past 
two years, seizing order books 
and Girocheques worth £4m. 

Mr Lilley appeared to hint at 


new requirements for some of 
the long-term unemployed to 
work in return for benefit, and 
at possible cuts in benefits for 
new, younger,! one parents. 

He also said employers who 
pay above statutory side pay . 
rates will be able to opt out of 
the state scheme - a measure 
that will cut employers' costs but 
not public spending. 

The cut to asylum seekers’ 


benefits. comes as the number 
of applicants has climbed from 
just over 3,000 in 1984 to 42,000 
last year. In 1994just4 per cent 
were granted refugee- status, 
with'afiiite4per cent of those 
appealing successfully, accord- 
ing to Government I 
Seventy per cent claim asy- 
lum offer arriving as visitors, 
tourists or students, having 
been admitted on the under*' 


standing they will support them- 
selves. Scckmg asylum then en- 
titles them to benefits. 

“Those who ctaim asylum as 
they arrive in the county will 

ley said. But they would lose it 
if their application was turned 
down and they appealed. 
"WfeaE want to help genuine 
s. But Britain should be 
: haven, not a soft touch.” 


Big spenders take on the 
Chancellor over tax cuts 


COLIN BROWN 

and NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

The three biggest spending 
departments are involved in a 
fierce battle with Kenneth 
Garke, the Chancellor, as he 
strives to meet the Prime Min- 
ister's demand for “ruthless” 
spending reductions to leave 
room for pre-election tax cuts. 

The Chancellor is expected 
today to insist that tax cuts will 
come only when he judges it 
prudenL His problems are high- 
lighted by the fact that neither 
health nor education, two of the 
three ‘‘protected” areas - and 
therefore in theory two of the 
easiest to settle - have yet 
reached agreement on next 
year's spending levels. 

Peter Lilley, the Secretary of 
State for SoaaJ Security, is vig- 
orously resisting short-term 
cash cuts in his budget, warning 


they could cause the political 
difficulties that his area-by- 
area longer-term review of so- 
cial security has largely avoided. 

Stephen Dorreu at Health - 
despite announcing a 5 per 
cent £140m cut in NHS man- 
agement costs next year - is in- 
sisting that the manifesto pledge 
of real-terms growth in NHS 
spending must mean just that, 
and not the absolute minimum 
figure needed to meet the 
pledge. And Gillian Shephard 
at Education is still not satisfied 
that she has sufficient cash to 
prevent a repeat of last year’s 
explosion of anger over the 
underfunding of teachers' pay 
rises. 

Sources indicate that capital 
spending is to be hit hard across 
the board - shelving new roads 
and hospital building that is not 
privately financed. The Treasury 
is insisting that the private fi- 


nance initiative be extended 
into new areas, including uni- 
versity and higher education 
buildings. 

But Mr Garke is expected to 
ease his problems to some ex- 
tent by selling off the Housing 
Corporation's loan portfolio to 
(he private sector -a move that 
could raise £lbn that could be 
spent on reducing borrowing or 
cutting taxes, or by providing an 
indirect boost to the housing 
market if the cash was given to 
housing associations to buy 
existing houses. 

The Chancellor will address 
the conference amid evident 
tensions in Cabinet over how far 
taxes should be cut next month. 
Several spending ministers be- 
lieve that deep public spending 
cuts now to make that possible 
would be politically dangerous 
so close to a general election - 
and while others support tax 


l principle they are fight- 
nd to defend their comer. 


cuts ini 

mg hard to defend I 

The independent Institute 
for Fiscal Studies yesterday 
called into question the Gov- 
ernment's ability significantly to 
cut the £9CR?n social security 
spending further. “Realistical- 
ly, further cuts will only be 
achieved if the Government 

jor* areas 1 oFsocial security 
spending, such as universal pen- 
sion provision, and it is unlike- 
ly that this Budget will contain 
any such drastic measures,” the 
institute said. 

Its annual green Budget ar- 
gued welfare spending was not 
out of control with projections 
to 2000 showing it falling as a 
proportion of gross domestic 
product thanks to measures 
the Government has already 
taken, which have cut project- 
ed spending by £4bn a year. 



Speechless: Justin Hlnchdfffe, who failed yesterday to become the youngest speaker 


Photograph: Jane Baker 




upon 



Justin Hmchcliffe’s problem 
was his hair. All week he had 
been trying to become the 
youngest ever speaker at the 
Tory party conference and at 
the lak he failed. 

. He arrived in Blackpool with 
a three-point plan in his bag 
which involved: being 14, telling 
the Daily Mail he wanted to be 
Prime Minister, and espousing 
a political agenda that would 
have been rejected .as, too 
extreme ly the members of the 
Portillo Expeditionary Force 
presently sticking up for Eng- 
land in Oslo. But he forgot to 
pack the shampoo. 

So he sat silent during the 
education debate he had hoped 
to make his own, his hair a skid- 
pan of adolescent hormones, 
threatening to enslick those 
around him every time he nod- 
ded. As speaker after speaker 
berated Tony Blair for sending 
his son to an opted-out school, 
a posse of photographers sur- 
rounded young Justin, snapping 
his disappointment as he re- 
mained ignored by party spin 
doctors terrified at presenting 
so .unwashed a visum of Tbry- 
dom to the voters. • 

The last name called from 
the floor had him pricking up 
his ears in excitement. It was 
Justin! But - a cruel jest by the 
chairman -it referred to Justin 
PoweH-Tbck, president of the 
Federation of Conservative - 
Students, a portly gent in a suit 
who had dearly taken the Bran- 
don Lee route to university 
since he didn’t appear to be a 
day under 35. 



JIM WHITE 


The fearsome yoongJHincb- 
diffe, then, will have to wait an- 
other year. He wfll have learnt, 
though; from being in the hall 
to watch Michael Heseltine, a 
man who knows all about the 
presentational importance of 
well-kept hair. The Heseltine 
mane has subtly changed as its 
owner’s responsibilities have 
become more expansive. 

The First Secretary of State, 
as he now titles himself, sculpts 
it these days into a big M shape, 
like he's walking around with 
the McDonald's golden arches 
on bis forehead: the perfect en- 
dorsement from the champion 
of international capitalism. Big 
Mac bead was on enormous 
form. That is the first thing 
young Justin would have noticed 
about him. 

While the others on the plat- 
form peer over the top of Bri- 
an Mawhinney’s set in the way 
members of the politburo used 
to over the Kremlin balcony, 
Heseltine towered above it. 
Not so much head and shoul- 
ders above his colleagues as 
chest and midriff. Hi? speech 
was an Section rallying can, full 
of loud boasts about Tory 
achievement In the Heseltine 


vision in 16 years not a part of 
our land has remained un- 
touched by the healing fingers 
of Conservative rule. 

“I have spent most of my po- 
litical life seeking to improve the 
lot of our inner cities.* he said. 
As you do when you’re MP for 
Henley-on-Thames. 

There were reminders, too. 
“ of who W3s in charge. And. 
though he warmly credited the 
Prime Minister, the way Major 
sat lovingly looking up at him 
like a gun-dog at its master's 
knees, left little doubt as to who 
that was. Hence he was full of 
demands for internal party dis- 
cipline, cunningly dressed up as 
assaults on Labour. 

“You can month whatever pa- 
triotic rhetoric the PR men 
can devise,” he snorted, osten- 
sibly at Tony Blair, but Michael 
Portillo was significantly ab- 
sent from the hall, off at the op- 
ticians perhaps having his eyes 
ungoggled. And then the 
Deputy Prime Minister warned: 
“The British people are not for 
sale.” So bang goes another 
William Waldegrave initiative 
on raising funds for tax cuts. 

As has been standard for the 
past 20 years, Heseltine won a 
thunderous ovation. A woman 
in the front row waved a han- 
kie wildly as if to a loved one 
from the quayside, John Major 
flapped his big sea-Hon hands 
together, and even Tfed Heath, 
was moved to clap at least 
three times. So huge an ovation, 
indeed, it probably drew com- 
plaints about the noise. From as 
tar away as ^ihvorth Road. 



V" ^ ^ « rppfcal eba** fora. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

jnoMh period Orerdrift, m wbjcct to sum sad are not suitable to perwns under IS leirt. Written mwutioB, are Aft 11. ^1^ **® renfrlf ' “ d **“«*« are repaid ar die end of die 

rate. 9.9* APR. All overdraft. are repayable «. demand. Tte ^.sTapplte. n taWr “ ■* 

br™M(^ r " *'♦11 bt paid gran to ellglWe «. payer, A, r^rw mrb . aarmdre^^^ " «l— ** 


Whatever your interests, the social life at Rdehampwo InstmjreLondtm has something for everyone. Our 
colleges provide a friendly and welcoming environment. It’s easy to meet new people and get involved j n 
the recreational and educational aspects of smdenr life - whether you live on or off campus. There is a 
wide variety of spotting and cultural acri vines, as well as musical and dramatic productions. 

But if you and your friends are looking for some entertainment off 
campus, we offer an excellent base to explore one of the world’s most 
exciting and cosmopolitan cities. The galleries, theatres, cinemas, 
shops, bars and nightclubs of the West End are just half an hour away. 




For more d etails about out programmes tall 0181 382 

RoehtmproH Institute London, an <ywl opportunities employer, exists ra 
advance and develop higher education, nrsearch and scholarship. 


roehampton 

INSTITUTE 

LONDON 

lmtumuaf cbt Umtmty .4 ^r-rr 



y 


s 




ar-hi »r 






















m 


‘ ' si]]-; 


t ft* 


! 10 - 





INDEPENDENT • TmtRgQAV 12 OCTQBEE 


M f -?£SSgWl 


Education debate: Good English and heads' training seen as top priorities 

Shephard to 
penalise 
‘grunting’ 
youngsters 




STEPHEN GOODWIN 
and JUDITH JUDD 

Adolescents whose principal 
means of communicatioD is a 
modulated grunt wiU find it 
recorded in their GCSE English 
results, under proposals put 
forward yesterday by Gillian 
Shephard, Secretary of State for 
Education and Employment. 

Mrs Shephard’s drive to im- 
prove standards also includes a 
suggestion that rules of spelling 
and grammar could be adver- 
tised on buses and trains. 

After taking in the “poem on 
the Underground", commuters 
would be able to brush up on 
the split infinitive or where to 
put their apostrophes. 

“Our language is too 
precious a national asset to be 
neglected, she said. “Our young 
people must leave school able 
to speak clearly and effective- 
ly in standard English. Com- 
munication by grunt is not good 
enough." 

Mrs Shephard, who was giv- 
en a prolonged standing ova- 
tion, announced the setting up 
of a steering group to take 
forward her Campaign for the 
Better Use of the English 
Language. 

Chaired by the 1TN news 


reader, Trevor McDonald, it will 
be provided with £250,000 to 
meet administrative costs for 
two years and thereafter it must 
find private sector funding . The 
group will include people from 
business, trade unions, sport and 
journalism. 

While these “bright ener- 
getic people" pursued initiatives 
to promote the use of better 
English, the Government’s role 
was to get pupils’ qualifica- 
tions right, she said. 

In future, pupils will receive 
a grade for spoken English 
recorded separately on the 
GCSE certificate. 

Currently, 20 per cent of the 
marks for GCSE English are 
given on oral performance, bat 
die result is not recorded sep- 
arately. 

Mrs Shephard insisted the 
campaign was not about re- 
gional accents, but about en- 
suring young people could 
speak clearly and comprehen- 
sibly. “Employers tell us that far 
too many young people looking 
for jobs simply can’t communi- 
cate." 

Her idea that spelling and 
grammatical rules could feature 
on public transport was not 
mentioned to the conference. 
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Gillian Shephard listening to the debate yesterday 


but buried in a press release ac- 
companying the speech. News- 
papers and broadcasters could 
promote good English through 
competitions, it was suggested. 

Delegates at the Headmas- 
ters’ Conference in Dublin were 
unimpressed with Mrs Shep- 
hard’s proposals. David Suro- 
merscale. head of Westminster 
School, said: “This is yet another 
pressure, yet another hazard far 


teachers of English to negotiate, 
it will be very difficult to pro- 
duce an objective and dispas- 
sionate view of what standard 
English should be." 

With school standards high 
among the concerns of Tory 
members during the education 
debate. Mis Shephard an- 
nounced a new professional 
qualification for headteachers. 
“Strong, effective heads mean 
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good schools and higher stan- 
dards,” she said. 

The Tbacher Training Agency 
is being asked to start work on 
the project immediately, and to 
have pilot schemes running by 
the next academic year. 

Aimed at teachers and 
deputy beads seeking promo- 
tion, Mrs Shephard said she 
would not insist on serving 
heads attaining it. 


War-horse Heseltine rallies the troops 


COUN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Michael Heseltine, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, issued an elec- 
tion rallying call to lbry sup- 
porters with a promise that 
their annual conference in 
Blackpool represented a “turn- 
ing point" like Alamein in the 
Second World %r. 

His call to arms followed a 
warning to party workers ty the 
Prime Minister at a private 
meeting, in Blackpool to be 
prepared for an early election. 


if necessary. Three by-election 
defeats after the defection to 
Labour of Alan Howarth, the 
Tbry MP, could force the Gov- 
ernment to go to the country 
before the spring of 1997. 

Mr Heseltine told the con- 
ference that some had com- 
pared the demoralised state of 
the Conservative Party to the 
defeated British army as it re- 
treated after Dunkirk. “I reject 
such defeatism. Remember in- 
stead Alamein. The turning 
point,” he said. “This confer- 
ence is such a turning point” 


It was a vintage rallying cry 
from the parly’s old warhorse, 
and it won the longest standing 
ovation of the conference. 

With his blond hair falling 
over his forehead, Mr Hesel- 
tine put the boot into Tony Blair 
and the Shadow Cabinet ac- 
cusing tbe Labour leader of 
“nauseating hypocrisy” for 
sending his son Euan to a grant 
maintained school while “kick- 
ing the ladders of opportunity" 
away from “inner-city kids" by 
abolishing GM status and the 
assisted places system. 


He indulged in some pan- 
tomime, recalling his warning to 
the conference 20 years before 
that Labour was marching to the 
“left, left, left”. Acting like a drill 
sergeant major on the plat- 
form, he . demonstrated how 
Mr Blair's troops had wheeled 
round, and were marching 


'right, right right' 
The former Pres 


The former President of the 
Board of Trade also criticised 
Mr Blair’s coup with BT to sup- 
ply every school, hospital, library 
and university, with free links to 
the information technology su- 


perhighway. “You cannot cre- 
ate an IT superhighway if you 
do secret deals with a monop- 
oly power and undermine the 
competitiveness that makes the 
whole thing possible," he said. 

Ian Lang, foe President of the 
Board of Trade, was due last 
night to have private talks at a 
reception at Blackpool with 
Ian Vkllance, foe BT chief. Mr 
Lang is expected to tell the con- 
ference today that the cable net- 
work companies are prepared 
to expand their own network of 
IT links to institutions. 


Dorrell 
admits 
boom in 
health 
‘suits’ 


MTRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Political Correspondent 

The Government yesterday 
conceded that the growth of 
“grey suits” in the health service 
had spiralled out of control as 
Stephen Done II, Secretary of 
State for Health, slashed 5' per 
cent off next year's administra- 
tion spending m health au- 
thorities and trusts. 

Tbe savings of around £140m 
would be re -channelled into 
improved patient care and not 
sacrificed to Treasury pressure 
for cuts in foe current public ex- 
penditure round, Mr Dorrell 
pledged. 

Further reductions in red 
tape could follow from an effi- 
ciency serenity Mr Dorrell 
would report in 90 days. 

The announcement is none 
the less an admission that mon- 
ey has been wasted on unnec- 
essary administration. 

Mr Dorrell told a news con- 
ference: “I think it was a major 
step forward to introduce and 
strengthen management. We 
have strengthened management 
and we are going through a fa- 
miliar process of having birih up 
to foe process we are lighten- 
ing up. The build-up has led to 
some unnecessary process. But 
the purpose of the build-up was 
unambiguously right. 

Mr Dorrell indicated that 
significant numbers of admin- 
istrative jobs would go - al- 
though tbe exercise could 
spawn more posts in patient 
care. 

Launching an attack on 
Labour in bis conference 
speech, Mr Dorrell said Labour 
had committed themselves to 
retaining health trusts and to 
separating the p lanning and 
delivery of care. 

“Labour spokesmen inveigh 
against us - then five years lat- 
er. Labour tells foe world why 
we were right and they were 
wrong." 

More than £2bn worth of Pri- 
vate Finance Initiative projects 
were under threat he said. 
“Labour haven’t had five years 
to get used to it yet. They wilL 
And in the middle of the next 
Parliament they will be telling . 
us we were ri^it on ths as welL" 


■Rve per cent cut In hospital jyey suits, 
savng£H0m 

•Tougher benefit nias lor asylum seekers, 
savfig £20Om 

‘Raltracfc fb be sold off next sprtag 
•Campaigi for the bett er use of foe Encash 


and grammar posters on buses 


Quotes of the day 


•Pb^csfe about serving you- country^ electorate and not puerite 
posturing." Lord Pbjmb,mder of the Conservative MEPs nits back at 
PortSo 

Tody we are bulcfog a British stow-Soppet" Michael Wesefttoe 
"Tbe new benefit payment card - frte taxpayer's rrfteabie friend." Peter 
Lfftey on his latest anti-fraud initmtive. 

1 am addressing conference as social security secretary tor the 
fourth time Ga2 tttnks I am suffering from long term welfare depen- 
dency’ Mr Utey. (Gaff is Mrs Utey.j 
“New Labour IS ortyoM soctaSsm in a des^wr suit They even 
crammed John Prescott into ona" Gfflan Shephard. 


Good day... ...bad day Devil of the day" 





Edward Leigh 

set out tvs righrwtrig 
agendas a pactocT 
trinpe meetkio after 
a defesa ng a vfrtuafly 
empty mom on 


David Curry “Feckless and kte” 

fectriustra speech on the claimants - representatives 
wrong subject -lasted tiring Social Security 
about houang after debate 

ideated demands tor an 
end to couid tax 
capping 


The big three on the hinge 


-r rrw n 1 John Redwood on “Conservative Principles. Winning 
l lf Hbys' at the Setedcn Group 

t r l b n r 2 Rferit-wngers Edward Leigh and lan Duncan-Smtth 
■ UJiuLi on me Future of Conservatism". Organised by the 
Freedom Association and YCs, 

3 Lord Pfcmbtekng on the Euro-sceptics. Conservative Group for 
Europe 


Into Arcbecfc, champagne and shepteKfc pie 
Lord Hestetti's, nghttwo, champagne 
JTN. Al at the Imperial Hotel 


Sightings 


-Labour fettle MP Kan Livingstone and Liifiral Democrat 
'1MP> Matthew Tsykx, both making television programmes Daw! 

Hare, author of a play about a Labour leader, J=W cats Cedric 
‘ . ■} rr 7 . . Brown (British Gas) and tail Vaflarce (BT) 


IBchaet Heseltine GBSan Shephard Peter Lffley 

: J^^3min - /^2inin 

kL 40sec 


' Hfejjterafocfcr pravitflnBthefosj*aSOT for the most humorous and 
•-IhGurtTtfti apeetsvof the day. Peter Utey parceled one otthe poe& - 
:C^ronaiytafes'.' : : ' ■* 


Today's speeches 


. Ian Lang. Trade and Imfa^ry, WBfem Hague, foe Young, Kenneth ■ 
CJadce. Economy.'Micha^ Howard, Home affairs, Sir Patrick May- V 
dww: PtorfriwnJrelmd.. - * . - v . ‘ 
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Membership of Ihe RAC still starts of just £29 - but 
now your basic cover offers even more benefits. 

B RAC Rescue covers you, not your cor. So now 
you can call on us whenever you need fast 
roadside assistance, even when you're simply 
a passenger in someone else's cor. 

fl Roadside Rescue. In more than 8 out of 10 
cases, our patrols can fix cars on the spot. 
Otherwise, they'll tow you to o nearby garage, 
free of charge. 

■ Accident Service. A free courtesy tar, free legal 
advice, plus we'll deal with your insurers. 


B Theft and Vandalism Cover. If your car's stolen 
or can't be driven because of vandalism, we'll 
get you home and recover your cor, too. 

B Battery Assist, A new battery on the spot. 

Whatever service you use, callouts and labour are 
free - you only pay lor ports. 

You con also tailor your cover to meet your needs, 
with the option to take out Joint and family Cover or 
odd our 'At Home' service. 

Don't wait until you break down. Find out how to join 
the RAC today. 
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and action-packed performance. 

Despite the impressive production 
values, it’s yours for just £11,395+ on 
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extras such as power assisted steering 
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St Mary's Church in Saffron Walden, Essex, where Michael Walker has become a frequent and unwelcome visitor 


Photograph: Geraint Lewis 


Teaching at new 
universities fails 
to make the grade 


FRAN ABRAMS 

Education Correspondent 

Students receive a much high- 
er standard of teaching in tra- 
ditional universities than they do 
in the former polytechnics, ac- 
cording to an official report 
leaked to the Independent. 

The revelation has brought 
calls for more money from the 
new universities, which say they 
cannot compete because they do 
not receive as much research 
funding as the older institutions. 

Eight out of ten departments 
graded “excellent" under an in- 
spection system introduced in 
1993 were in old univenaties. (he 
report says, and only two out of 
ten were in former polytechnics. 

Subjects popular in the new 
universities were also less like- 
ly to do well. Only 10 per cent 
of computer science depart- 
ments were rated “excellent,’' 
compared with almost SO per 
cent of anthropology depart- 
ments. Nationally, more than a 
quarter of departments were 
found to be excellent, but few- 
er than one-fifth reached that 


level in engineering, science 
and technology subjects. 

The report analyses almost 
1,000 assessments in IS differ- 
ent subjects carried out be- 
tween February 1993 and 
March 1995. It wiil be published 
□ext month in the annual report 
of the quality division of the 
Higher Education Funding 
Council for England, which 
oversees the peer reviews of uni- 
versity teaching quality. 

Of a total of 976 departments 
assessed, three-quarters were 
satisfactory. Almost 80 gave 
cause for concern before the in- 
spection visit, but only 12 re- 
ceived an “unsatisfactory" 
rating, just one of which was in 
an old univcisity. In chemistry, 
computer science and history, 
only one department in the en- 
tire former polytechnic sector 
was found to be excellent 

Although the report says 
there is no proven connection 
between the results of these as- 
sessments and the funding, re- 
search achievements or size of 
a department it does point to 
some sLrong links. 


Only 6 per cent of depart- 
ments at the bottom of a five- 
point research status scale were 
graded excellent * suggesting 
that the new universities' claims 
to concentrate on good (cach- 
ing rather than academic ad- 
vances may he ill-founded. Six 
out of (en excellent (tradings 
were found in the largest 40 per 
cent of departments. 

Last night, new universities 
agreed that good leaching must 
be backed by good research, and 
they called for extra funding 
to help them improve their 
performanLX'. 

Professor Mike Brown, pro 
vice chancellor of De Monitor! 
University, the former Leices- 
ter Polytechnic, said only one 
out of ten departments assessed 
there had gained an excellent 
rating. 

“1 don't think we can cry 
‘foul’. It is certainly Hue that the 
traditional universities have 
been resourced far better than 
the polytechnics and it will take 
many years to equalise." he said: 
'Education, Section Two, 
page 15 


Churches to 
seek ban 
on beggar 


JOHN McKIE 

Two churches are today taking 
High Court action to ban a beg- 
gar from visiting the premises, 
except for religious services. 

St Mary's Church in Saffron 
Walden, Essex, alleges that beg- 
gar Michael Walker has stolen 
from its collection boxes, 
charged visitors for admission, 
verbally abused other visitors, 
opened envelopes and urinat- 
ed in the church grounds over 
a 



church i 
the church nearest Mr Vfclker’s 
home - are seeking an injunc- 
tion stopping him entering the 
premises of the churches “ex- 
cept during the. times of divine 
services". 

The warden of St Mary’s, 
Lawrence Gooderham, said 
yesterday: “You can’t turn the 
other cheek forever and it’s hav- 
ing a terrible effect on people 
coining to the church. 

“St Mary’s is one of the ma- 
jor tourist attractions of the area 
and everyone visiting Saffron 
Walden wants to see it 

“He tries to steal the church 
guidebooks and sell them to 
tourists. A lot of people find him 
frightening. 

“We haven’t got a full-time 
staff, only a welcoming rota. 
When he sees a gap in the rota 
and there’s no one at the church 
entrance, then he goes in. He’s 
very clever. 

“Members of the dergy have 
spent a lot of time hying to get 
through to him but he's not the 
sort of person with whom you 
can have a logical conversation. 
The form of his language isn’t 
such that you could print it." 

Essex County Council has al- 
ready gained an injunction ban- 
ning him from a U libraries in the 
county and he now lives in a 



‘ Difficult*: Michael Walker 


council bouse in Stansted, hav- 
ing been driven out of Saffron 
Wdden by angry residents and 
councillors. 

Mr Gooderham added: “Saf- 
fron Walden is his great love and 
he stin manages to hitch-hike his 
way into the area. 

“He is able to claim benefit, 
he just takes money from visi- 
tors to supplement his income." 

A spokeswoman for Uttles- 
ford council, which was behind 
his ban from Essex libraries, 
said: “He only leaves the library 
after the police have been 
called. It’s very difficult” 

This will not be Mr Walker’s 
first visit to court. He repre- 
sented himself against the coun- 
cil and is expected to present his 
own defence today. 

He was not available for 
comment yesterday. 


Heads seek fairer 
science A-levels 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

Exam boards should change 
their marking so that bright 
A-level science students are 
not penalised, private and state 
school heads said yesterday. 

In a joint statement issued at 
the Head Masters’ Conference 
in Dublin they said pupils were 
deterred from taking science m 
the sixth form because they 
believed that it was harder to get 
■»ood grades than in art subjects. 
° The heads accused the exam 
boards of “norm referencing" - 
allocating a very similar per- 
centage of candidates to each 
grade each year. Since a high- 
er proportion of bright pupils 
take science rather than arts, 
they suffer accordingly. 

Research has shown those 
with an average of grade B at 
GCSE gain on average half a 
grade less in A-level physics, 
maths and chemistry than 
would have been expected from 
iheir GCSE results. 

Graham . Able, head of 
Hampton School, a London 
private school said it should not 
be beyoud the wit of the exam 


boards to set papers in all sub- 
jects every year to the same stan- 
dard, .so that it was as easy, or 
difficult, to get a grade A in 
physics as in English or media 
studies. 

John Dtmford, president of 
the Secondary Heads Assoda- 
said: “There is no such 
^ as an A-level standard, 
or otherwise:" 

Heads said they did not want 
the exams made easier but the 
boundaries between grades 
should be changed so rt was eas- 
ier to get As and Bs in science. 

George Turnbull, of the As- 
sociated Examining Board, said 
the boards did not use norm ref- 
erencing. “There are no exter- 
nal constraints on the numbers 
getting grades. The standard in 
each subject is the one set when 
A-level began and maintained 
by the boards ever since. A 
decision to charge that standard 
could not be taken by us." 
Heads said they would like all 
" to continue some science 


tion, 

thing 

goldi 


says: “As a nation we need a sci- 
entifically literate population as 
well as a ready supply of aj> 
prop ria tely qualified scientists." 



Even better mortgage deals due to our new lower standard variable rate 


Margaret was a home owner ...a typical 
home owner. She’d been thinking of moving 
when she heard about the incredibly good 
deals on Nationwide’s new standard variable 
rate of 7-95% APR S.3% (variable) with 
1, 2 or 3 year discount oprions. “Oh 
myT Margaret exclaimed... “I can knock 
over 60% off my monthly payment. I’m 


Mmimoxn 

Deposit 

1 year 
Discounts 

2 year 
Discounts 

3 year 
Discounts 

25% 

5-30% 

2-80% 

2*00% 

15% 

4-80% 

2-70% 

1*85% 

5% 

4*30% 

2-55% 

1*75% 



THE ’BUILDING' SOCIETY. 


so happy I could cry:" And so she did. So 
what was Margarets advice? If you are 
thinking of moving or buying your first 
home, and would like a rate of 2.65% in 
the first year, £300 cashback and a free 
valuation, don't be crazy — jusr pop into 
vour local Nationwide branch, or call free 

on 0800 30 20 10 quoting ref. PU8Q. 



Find us on the Internet at http://uww.nacionwide.co.uk/nationwide 

Snoequmdofl he nude U ‘■jr.ifiwwiifi'uiii uxbAbJ lanM- iarS> oaejm. Sarin; n on our luted mnnijr nun;^ pjnnr.Lu Ejumrdr i . Ole a wihidc ncm 'luV'* ah« a uU our JaiuLnJ uu-M: im eu. uf~ .•*'*. mijW«nl|csulcl 

naMmaitn 2? £MvMOrnifairinno mflrrpigeatri mr i* a [ruduM pm on").00Q tcKsfapir JIUHno j (Jtjmji Dl'W-al. MuaihJ. puiom *1 ;,VN net nj MIKA.' is IT'«. AKft^ rVa iiiruhlti Al'Rl arr Kami nil I kji j^rm(;liii itr UTra id'tbr mirtpjy In [rvnu 

. _ . J&J At Annum uk pol&J i Oaulwl mLLlr menu me wfl qiph, Ti*>] |Mrafclc (TAPj CXV-W. .VK 1 rT*an(?pc jnJcoJiaMBBS pronotr, Kdaunn . cr..rypr .un. II<*1 odmhlif VAT vJaai'W aru mr luh like VurtV .hi it, in]rni[ujc, Inj ,f ii.~. > r-j- J 

APR j cmin TOai p^ .riiium fratuUX PaqattB, man b» Pttlt hr Pupa Drfni ui flaAnonm rurelh In ibe lain iif Hit Ira mil fcaiH mlaaraiMi lrr> jr Aural ml ibe u^hbat fc ran i be imajif-wi JcAh wrrrar nun nwrmipcvr nmlcr to mcibo ntfci Amny ihe flm in. ..... , r i . . 1 . 

I *** nandml niittixrnnppWj|r(Divin«r. Thu cut braicubteJ irr 0mAif^r«x rfcr Mmrf*, MW i fcnnwx'i trtf* ■lr.nic™ ntrhvihr nundur ii'flMidf fte .n* hul rertnci' lir diM-inninJ far hr J mubipta uT i* ■»_’ »r rfit Jvn rumfifc ttanf.ifn or 

I telUijufcd WMwy<«wy» h>«^ <»nMqnJ>eairKy.As«aAfcwg»B|a*tgU*. F«» loan attafas 79*1 M jiUilhml Aupt will h. ittah. Siliunwib. Snow nan *rpmmad Ptpi.-'rimi.r.if Guahlun Fmaaral wuWlaceaw ii^nAm cl -W. ait MnU .J I l 

1MRQI only hy AcptlfPmof^l. j tiM g oDialtJilniBIc ^^ ij nc .panKc. uoa gm tnd ptnnml Wj»in' plan p« Aim bannr :ljiulJUn Tuuncql toirn nnc h uiinrh^r idrpkar i wimn atidi air ioiwliun hir iidiikdt TinnuJ SctIia Jim hic iii kyjL irptUun m! aaaoovr 

lcn * J afl «il be Itr niiki WnlttB qoualou Jtr jrabUr nan>|UBt Eraa Nnnnlt Build A>)> torn-. Njiiamnl, Hour ISjm \S jv ‘unfuli* WU IK»'. Xaitwidr 1 . 1 nnin III ilh IlintUnj liunn Ondiodnur \hrnt in] uivnhn :ii Ac Cndr of RinUmf PrsoKr. 


YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE 
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Ozone scientists 
win Nobel prize 






Church 1 




\\ 


STEVE CONNOR 

Science Correspondent 

Pioneering research into the 
structure of matter and the 
vulnerability of the Earth's pro- 
tective ozone layer have won 
this year’s Nobel prizes for 
physics and chemistry. 

Martin Perl, of Stanford Uni- 
versity, and Frederick Reines, 
of the University of California, 
share the physics prize for then- 
separate discoveries of two sub- 
atomic particles that help to ex- 
plain the birth of the universe. 

The Nobel prize for chem- 
istry is shared by three scientists 
for their work □□ the ozone lay- 
er: Paul Crutzcn, a Dutchman 
working at the Max Planck-ln- 
stitutc in Mainz, Germany, 
Mario Molina, of the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technolo- 
gy, and Sherwood Rowland, of 
the University of California. 

The three chemists helped to 
show that the ozone layer is the 
Achilles' faeel of the Earth's 
biosphere, the Swedish Acade- 
my of Sciences said. “By 
explaining the chemical mech- 


anisms that affect the thickness 
of the ozoae layer, the three 
researchers have contributed to 
our salvation from a global 
environmental problem that 
could have catastrophic conse- 
quences." 

Paul Crutzen demonstrated 
in 1970 that atmospheric ozone 
could be destroyed by nitrogen 
oxides - environmental pollu- 
tants - in the presence of sun- 
light. Four years later, Molina 
and Rowland alerted the world 
to the threat to the ozone lay- 
er posed by the release of chlo- 
rofluorocarbons (CFCs), used 
in aerosol sprays and refriger- 
ators. Their work led to the first 
restrictions on the release of 
CFCs during the late 1970s 
and early 1980s. 

The Nobel Prize for Physics 
recognised the discovery of two 
of the 12 smallest constituents 
of the Universe - the tau par- 
ticle, which is like an electron 
but thousands of times heavier, 1 
and neutrinos, produced by nu- 
clear reactions within the Sun. 
The research opened up a new 
branch of astronomy. 


sex 


& 


Cardinal Cahal Daly, the leader 
oflreland's Catholics, yesterday 
spoke of his church’s "deep 
shame” over sexual abuse of dm- 
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King’s ransom: One of the 78 priceless 11th-century Lewis chessmen going on show 
at the Royal Museum of Scotland in Edinburgh Photograph: Wattie Cheung 


cmidenceoflrdarKTsbidiops, 
die cardinal described assaults on 
children as “an appalling breach 
of a sacred trust*. 

He said: “It has caused im- 
mense hurt to many children 
and famili es. Tb all victims and 
their families and friends we ex- 
press in the name of the church 
our most bumble apology for 
the hurt caused to them. 

“Ws are deeply ashamed that 
some priests and religious have 

been abusers of children - afew 
of them on a wide scale.” 

The cardinal’s comments fol- 
lowed a regular meeting of 
bishops during which alm ost all 

the proposed agenda was set 
aside for discussion of the sex 
abuse crisis facing the Catholic 
Church in Ireland. There have 
been a growing number of 
courtroom charges and allega- 
tions of sex abuse against priests 


and church institutions. Last 
week the Archbishop of DuMn, 
Di Desmond Connell, Admitted 
lending £27,500 from church 
funds to a curate to settle abuse 
and there was confir- 
mation that another priest bad 
made a £50,000 settlement 
. Dr Dalysaid that because of 
the urgency with which the 
church menxcfy regarded the 
issue, the bishops had decided 
that all reports erf serious alle- 
gations of child- sot abuse 

against priests would in future 

be relayed to the police. 

This was in line with the cen- 
tral recommendation of a report 
on child sex abuse from an ad- 
visory committee established 
two years ago. The report is not 
due to be published until the end 
of this year, but Dr Daly said the 


“\\fe want tomake it dear that 
it is the policy of the bishops that 
an allegations where there is rea- 
sonable cause to suspect that 
child sex abuse may have oc- 
curred wfll be repeated to the ap- 


propriate dvfl authorities. This 

have adopted it afterconsider- 
ingaO the issues involved.” 

. The cardinal lughlighled the 
. ‘• rfreirwg atyf paki 1 * felt w ithin the 
dmitfr.“Weassurec»irtoyfaath- 
ful that their confidence m their 
priests a well-founded because 
of the erenudary fidelity and 
dedication of the vast majority. 
This has been, and continues to 
be, avery painfiil issue. Our pri- 
mary caocetn and preoccupanon 

has been the protection and 

care of children." 

- Although Dr Daly spofccout 
forcefully about the issue fol- 
lowing the bishops’ conference 
in Maynooth, Go Kildare - the 
church’s leading centre for the 
training of priests - church au- 
thorities betrayed same sensi- 
tivity during the early stages of 
tire three^by meetmg. M one 
point a security guard turned 
away journalists and a senior 


asking a television crew to leave. 


stay afloat in 
sea of troubles 
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NICHOLAS SCHOQN 

Environment Correspondent 

If Conservative delegates in 
Blackpool feel a little down 
about their party's fortunes, 
they might find some consola- 
tion 30 miles down the coast in 
Southport. 

There, the Green Party is 
holding its autumn conference 
for the next four days, and it re- 
ally has got problems. Mem- 
berships down to 4,000 and the 

party is making heavy losses. 

The Greens are now resigned 
to fielding around 70 parlia- 
mentary candidates at tiie next 
general election after putting up 
some 400 at the last two. It will 
be their smallest showing since 
1979 - the year the Greens 
reckon they fir?t registered on 
the British electoral scene. 

" At their last nationwide out- 
ing before the voters, in the Eu- 
ropean Parliament ejections of 
June 1994, they won less than 
2 per cent of the vote. That was 
a sad contrast with the arums 
mirabilis of 1989 when they 
notched up 15 per cent 

Since then, there have been 
hitter splits, with Sara Parkin 
quitting the party atoag with sev- 
eral other leading lights. David 
Idee, once a p rin c i pal speaker, 
reinvented himself first as a “son 
of godhead" and then as a fan- 
tastic conspiracy theorist, while 
Jonathon Forritt - who is no 
longer active in the party - was 
almost expelled last year. 

Yet the remaining stalwarts 
refuse to be downhearted as 
they strive for the social and in- 
dustrial revolution they believe 
is needed to bring humanity imp 
harmony with nature. David 
Taylor, one of the Greens’ two 
principal speakers, said: “We’re 
used to having our obituary writ- 
ten; we’re in good heart” 

Yesterday dozens of them de- 
scended on Blackpool beach, to 
demand that the Government 
condemn French nudear tests, 
before travelling to Southport 
for their own conference. 

The Greens’ agenda and re- 
ports show a degree of painful 
honesty and self-criticism that 
none of the mainstream parties 
would ever dream of putting on 
display. “Once again a difficult 
year in which membership and 
income has continued to frill,” 
writes treasurer Brian Burnett 

About one-third of the 
Greens’ 203 local parties are “at 
risk of coDapse” with another 
third giving cause for concern. 

The party k budgeted to make 

a £30,750 loss this year, eating 


deep into its £80,000 reserves. 
However, the party can claim 
seme credit for getting a Private 
Member’s Bill promoting en- 
ergy conservation in homes en- 
acted into law earlier this year. 

The Greens drafted the first 
version -- it was later to be heav- 
fly watered down - and helped 
provide the nationwide lobby- 
ing pressure over several years 
which the Bill needed to get on 
to the statute book. 

Now the Greens are working 
with Friends of the Earth to try 
to get a Bill through ftriiament 


s. 




Been Green: The party’s 
leading lights included 
Sara Parkin, David take, 
and Jonathon Porritt 

that would reduce traffic on the 
roads. 

The party’s great hope - 
most would say its only hope - 
of returning to electoral rele- 
vance is the advent of propor- 
tional representation. With 
Labour endorsing a referendum 
on voting systems, the chances 
of PR being implemented are 
better than ever. “PR is a great 
hope, bat we mustn’t depend on 
it too heavfly,” said Mr Tkytor. 


On 29th October, British Midland bunches a new 
service from London Heathrow to Zurich. 

Good news for anyone who regularly visits Switzerland 
on business. 

Every weekday, there will be 4 flights, with our 
07U0 being die First into Zurich and our 2010 the last 
to return at night. So you’ll be able to enjoy a longer 
day in Zurich. Y ou’ll also enjoy lower tares. 


.Heathrow - Zurich 
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DAILY POEM 

He Wishes for the Cloths of Heaven 

By WB Vfeats 

Had I the heavens’ embroidered cloths, 

Enwrought with golden and silver light. 

The blue and the dim and the dark cloths 

Our Diamond EuroCLass feres can save vou as much right and light and the half-light, 

n can save you as much I would Spread the cloths under your feet: 

as £100, compared with British Airways and Swissair But I, being poor, have only my dreams; ’ 
o ■ ■ i ' I nave spread my dreams under your feet: 

Only Bnnsh Midland flies you Business Class to Europe "Bead softly because you tread on my dreams. 

for for same cost as an Economy flight with other airlines. Tbnight the BBC will announce the result of it, quest to find 
If yon-d like Anther details, cafl British Midland on IffiSariSa 
0345 554554 or contact your travel agent. Auden’s “Funeral Blues” and Blake's “Itaer", but in an ad- 

With our new service to Zurich, yotl'11 have a hit P™* TOfofeSfeK," dTta^i- 
morc rime on your hand, while you’re there. 

- graerany the result ofjpoems, lines and half-fines heard in 
. fife* - are Marks’ ’Code Poem for the French ResSi" 

from Carve Her Name Wiih Pride , and Pabk> Neruda’s The 
Dead Woman’ from Truly, Madly, Deeply 

^^^^m^isapaeiry archivist at the Fowl Festival Hall 
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Tenors hit Wembley 
at £350 a ticket 
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Star billing, sky-high prices: Placido Domingo, Jose Carreras and Luciano Pavarotti at Wembley yesterday 


Photograph: Geraint Lewis 


DAVID LISTER 
Arts Correspondent 

Hie three tenon were official- 
ly labelled pop stars yesterday, 
and appropriately enough 
announced a gig at Wembley 
Stadium with ticket prices up 
to £350. 

Lndano Pavarotti, equally 
appropriately for a pop star, cel- 
ebrates his 60th birthday today. 

He was joined at Wembley 
yesterday by Placido Domingo 
and Jose Cancras to announce 
the first world tour by die three, 
which wiD take in Japan, Aus- 
tralia, America and Germany as 
well as playing Wembley on 
6 July next year. 

But before they spoke, 
Ahmet Ertegun, founder of At- 
lantic Records. vrfx> is asoriated 
with the tour, said he and the 
promoter Harvey Goldsmith 
bad concluded that the three 
tenors were now bigger than the 
Rolling Slones or Led Zeppelin. 
“They are the stars of the day. 
Bigger than any of the pop stars 
of today. They have a universal 


appeal which is bigger than 
any pop star.” 

As are their prices. At Wem- 
bley next year they will range 
from £35 to £350, But opera 
audiences, as opposed to rod: 
audiences, at least have their 
comfort taken into considera- 
tion. They may have stars in 
their eyes, but they wiU be 

spared the sun in their eyes. For 
the first rime ever the stage at 
Wembley will be built in front 
of the Royal Box to eliminate 
the glare of the sun as it sets. 

Yesterday the three tenors 
were pushed on to the defensve 
as journalists from around the 
world questioned the commer- 
cialism of the tour. “What is 
commercial?” asked Pavarotti, 
his normally excellent grasp of 
English failing him for once. An 
Austrian journalist helped him 
out: “It means lots of money in- 
volved, basically," she said 
Placido Domingo attempted 
to clear up the matter by say- 
ing: “I think the fact so mapy 
people are talking about this is 
that they haven't realised we are 


not forcing anybody to come to 
this event.” Besides, added Car- 
reras, it was an artistic challenge 
for them to sing with one an- 
other, not a commercial one. 

Pavarotti, who had earlier re- 
fused to answer any questions 
about his allegedly’ tangled love 
life, was prepared to wax lyri- 
cal about the joys of turning 60. 
“Tb be 60 generally can be 
something veiy bad if you are 
there alone without an example 
in front of you. I always have the 
luck to have a father of 83 alive 
and singing every day lib* a bird. 

“And to be an artist gives me 
the possibility to be innocent. I 
don’t know about money. 1 
don’t know what is the price of 
things. That is going to keep me 
young and sometimes very 
crazy. I ara looking to be 83 like 
my father. But I will not sing at 
that age, I promise you." 

Carreras and Domingo 
glanced at him, slightly alarmed. 
Like the Rolling Stones and Led 
Zeppelin they may well have 
been hoping for a comeback 
tour in 23 years' time. 


Court backs 
Howard 
over IRA 
men’s rights 


The Horae Secretary. Michael 
Howard, was yesterday cleared 
by the High Court of accusa- 
tions that he unlawfully denied 
IRA prisoners the right to prop- 
er contact with their families 
and lawyers. 

Lord Justice Rose and Mr 
Justice Wright rejected claims 
that he acted outside his pow- 
ers by directing that convicted 
terrorists in “exceptionally high 
escape risk” category could re- 
ceivepnly “dosed visits". 

MP^O'Bx^sd^ 18 


Liam toThnbhuir, j aitedfcr 30 
years for conspiracy to cause ex- 
plosions, had claimed that the 
policy amounted to a' funda-’ 
mental breach of human rights. 
But the judges said “closed vis- 
it” arrangements in their cases 
could not be described as “oth- 
er than reasonable”, given so- 
ciety’s need for protection 
against high-risk prisoners. 
They refused leave to appeal, 

Mfr Howard ordered a jail se- 
curity dampdown after the at- 
tempted armed IRA breakcpit 
from White moor prison, Cam- 
bridgeshire, in September last 
year. The new arrangements 
apply to exceptionally high-risk 
Category Aprisoners, of whom 
there are 13 in top-security 
jails. They have no physical 
contact with visitors and are sep- 
arated tty glass screens during 
meetings. 

CTDhuibhir is being held at 
Be lmarah prison in south Lon- 
don and O'Brien is at White- 
moor. 0*Dhuibhir took part in 
the Whitemoor inddent and 
now faces a charge of breaking 
prison and possession of a 
firearm with intent to endanger 
life. O’Brien was not involved 


CAR 
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in the breakout but is applying 
to the House of Lords for per- 
mission to appeal over his orig- 
inal conviction in March 1993. 

Edward Fitzgerald QC, for 
the two men, argued that the 
“dosed” regime was unjustifi- 
able in the fight of other strin- 
gent security measures being 
enforced at top security prisons 
to prevent unauthorised items 
being smuggled to inmates. 
Visitors to special secure units 
in top security prisons had to un- 
dergo two bocfysearches, X-ray 
screenings and pass through 
'metal ■ tietedt&v 1 said Mr 
Fitzgerald. Security cameras 
weieoperatingthroughoutvis- 
ite. Babies even had to wear spe-. 
rial prison nappies. 

O’Brien was suffering men- 
tal Alness as a result of the con- 
ditions under which he was 
being held and faced the 
prospect of not being able to 
touch and hold his wife and chil- 
dren during his time in prison. 

The judges said the loss of 
physical contact in O’Brien’s 
case with his family was “of con- 
siderable significance”. But pro- 
vided humanitarian consider- 
ations were taken into account 
- as the evidence showed they 
were, said tire judges -they were 
not such as should be regarded 
by the court as outweighing the 
security considerations. 

The ruling comes just two , 
weeks after Mr Howard, was 
condemned twice in 48 hours. 
The European Court of Human 
Rights criticised the SAS killing 
of three unarmed IRA members 
in Gibraltar. Then the High 
Court in London found that Mr i 
Howard had delayed parole 
hearings for five of Britain’s , 
longest-serving IRA prisoners. j 





0990 

600 

100 


■<; . 


FREE MOBILE 


10 % OFFcar alarms 

& immo&TrsBrs. 




Yog'™ 6ft on og« far A* diaopgrf qaeM 


!help; 


V&iT 


OUT 











O ' r\ 





■<: > 


Pans fax uf- SI 







#v- * 


r.:*v 




. ■* . . m 

■ ‘ “W' _ r t 

m 


>*- v \y&~ 

-■-<« IT : v 

' ■■■■■ '*»**>•' *■ ' ! w - ' X&Sr? 7f T ***m--ff*.' 

■ * , t j, V „ . - * V -** 

~ - / *1 " 



pSa ' Lift * Ji? >»■ - - i •* 

. -= y -i ># rtf. '• - r»f . r 

i; r . ‘ v :. ’v; ^ 

" ' - ■ ■ *- - ; : ■■■" ' ■» .. •••-i's ‘’w 

~ ' r 1 * C. V ^ « *» .-F -"" % &as; •**»* 


■***&*** 






w- 


4. 


-- - -.r 





'****’— 1 l,rT ’ 


*_L-; - .i 





W* 






-v. T . l' i*;. •*-. 

i-H ' si -*■- - 


.. .. . v s 

rv — “• 














INDEPENDENT - THURSDAY 12 OCTOBER 1995 


news 


Gays served in 
forces during 
National Service 


STEPHEN WARD 

Legal Affairs Correspondent 

Army regulations allowed men 
on National Service to be ho- 
mosexual, die Ministry of De- 
fence conceded yesterday at 
the Court of Appeal. 

The admission that gays had 
served in the forces in the past 
without undermining morale 
or discipline came on the third 
day of the latest, legal stage of 
an attempt by four former ser- 
vicemen and women to overturn 
Britain's blanket ban on ho- 
mosexuals in the armed forces. 

Earlier in the bearing, tbe 
Master of the Rolls, Sir Thomas 
Bingham, had asked if there had 
been a ban on homosexuality 
when he had been serving, be- 
cause be could not recall one. 

Answering Sir Thomas's 
questionyestercLay, the MoD's 
counsel, Stephen Richards, said 
compulsory National Service 
for all men, which ended in 
1961, was covered by Acts 
passed in 1939 and 1948. He 
said: “There were no provisions 
to cover homosexuality.” He 
said the List of exceptions in- 
cluding priests, lunatics and 
conscientious objectors." 

But he said there was “anec- 
dotal evidence”, although no 
“concrete examples”, that some 


people had been able to avoid 
national service by saying they 

was fltegai at 

seemed that most people just 
kept quiet about it. 

The four appellants are 
claiming that the ban on ho- 
mosexuals is irrational, and 
breaches Equal Treatment di- 
rectives under the European 
Union, and Britain’s obliga- 
tions under the European Con- 
vention on Human Rights. 

In his closing submissions 
yesterday their counsel, David 
Pannick. QC, said no evidence 
bad been put forward during the 
hearings that there was a good 
reason to ban gays from the ser- 
vices. All the arguments relat- 
ed to behaviour, which could be 
governed by regulations without 
the need for a blanket ban. 

Mr Pannick said tbe MoD 
had argued that gays could not 
be allowed because other mem- 
bers of Lhe forces did not want 
to serve alongside them. “These 
feelings undoubtedly exist, but 
there has been no evidence 
that they are based on any rea- 
sonable concern. If they are am- 
ply based on bigotry, they are 
unacceptable.” He said feelings 
had probably existed against 
serving alongside black people, 
but no one would suggest these 


should be used as the basis to 
ban black servicemen and 
women. 

The MoD has argued that to 
lift the ban would seriously risk 
damaging the forces' fighting 
efficiency, and does not breach 
either treaty obligation. 

The case was rejected by the 
High Court in June, although 
one of the judges. Lord Justice 
Simon Brown, said he doubted 
the ban could survive much 
longer. 

The MoD subsequently com- 
missioned a review of the evi- 
dence, and is looking at the 
operation of other armed forces 
which do not ban gays. Britain 
is virtually alone among Nato 
allies in retaining a ban. 

The four appellants are Dun- 
can Lustig-Prean, 36, a former 
lieutenant commander in the 
navy; Graeme Grady, 32, for- 
merly a sergeant in the RAF; 
Jeanette Smith, 26, an ex-RAF 
nurse, and John Beckett, 23 a 
former navy weapons engineer. I 

All had civilian partners when 
they were discharged, and all 
had good service records.They 
have said they will take their 
case to the House of Lords if 
they are turned down by the 
Court of Appeal. 

The hearing ended and the 
judges reserved their judgment. 
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L1ZSEARL 

The seasonal excuse of “leaves 
on the line" is causing trouble 
for Railtraek. once again - but 
this time because its customers 
want tbe trees causing the prob- 
lem to stay. 

Railttadr has refused to back 
down from a decision to fell 
over 700 established trees along 
its Guildford to Reading route 
in order to “maintain the safe- 
ty of the railway line” 

Yesterday, campaigners were 
celebrating a last-minute tem- 
porary reprieve offered by Rail- 
track while the issue was 
discussed. But later in the day 
came the decision that felling 
would soon begin alongside 
three-quarters of a mUe of trade 

“We personally imderatand*‘‘ r 
the problem that the residents 
have with this decision,” said 
Jenny Rawiinson from Rail- 
trade South Wat “But there re- 
ally isn’t an alternative. We 
have a legal requirement to 
make sure that the railway tine 
is safe.” 

Rail track claims that leaves 
on the line turn that section of 
track into blade ice in winter and 
says the trees surrounding it are 
spmdly and unsafe. It plans to 
dear eight metres from each 
side of the track. But residents 
who were given only a matter 


of days to complain say the com- 
pany tried to hide the fell extent 
of its plans. 

In an open letter to local 
householders Rail track advised 
it would “dear only selected ar- 
eas. . . and remove only what is 
necesaiy from them”. 

Many gardens which back on 
to the line are a haven for 
squirrels, foxes and many 
species of bird, they say. There 
are often sightings of deer in the 
woodland and woodpeckers 
have also been spotted. 

- “It is not just a case of us 
looking straight across the track 
on to the new road bypass," said 



Sally Usher Campaigning 
to protect wildlife 


Sally Usher, one of the cam- 
paigners. “1 will lose all of the 
birds and other wildlife that I 
love dearly." 

Residents arc planning a 
campaign and Ruahmurc Bor- 
ough Ctounrii will look into is- 
suing a protection order on 
the trees. 

“There will be total fury in 
the area when people find out 
what they have derided," said 
John Debenham. a councillor 
on tbe planning committee. 
“Wc even understand that Rail- 
track proposes to do this coun- 
try-wide,” he said. “There are 
thousands of miles of track like 
this which we call green corri- 
dors. If all of it is going to be 
vandalised by Railtraek then 
something should be done 
abo.ul it on a national scale.” 

The council, had hoped to 
find an alternative 'method of 
curtailing the falling leaves or 
to persuade Railtraek to con- 
tinue to use its "Icafbuster" en- 
gine. “There can only be a 
maximum of four trains an 
hour on this pica: of track,” Mr 
Debenham said... 

Railtraek officers, however, 
are adamant ihalthuir derision 
cannot be reversed “People 
are saying we don't care and 
that’s just not true,” said Ms 
'Rawiinson. “We really do care. 
There is, unfortunate#'.' no al- 
ternative for us here.” 
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Value of fertility treatment is questioned 


Patient guide shows up the wide 
variations in success rates and is 
critical of the quality of service 


Patients' guide to fertility treatments 


LIZ HUNT 

Health Editor 

The first patient guide to fertOiiy 
treatments in British hospitals 
and clinics reveals a wide vari- 
ation in success Tates, as mea- 
sured by the number of live 
births. 

It also raises the possibility 
that scores of people nave been 
paying thousands of pounds 
for poor-<juality treatments. In- 
vitro fertilisation (TVF) costs be- 
tween £700 and ££500 per 
cycle and donor insemination 
(DI) costs £100 to £500. 

Tne report shows the live 
birth rales for TVF treatments 
vary, from 0 per cent to almost 
20 per cent, giving a national av- 
erage of 14 per cent DI success 
rates range from 0 to around 43 
per cent, giving a national av- 
. erage of almost 7 per cent. 

The Guide, published yes- 
terday by the Human Fertilisa- 
tion and Embryology Authority 
(HFEA), lists more than 90 fer- 
tOfty-units and, for the first time, 
provides couples with informa- 
tion that, in theory, should 
maximise their chances of con- 
ceiving. 

However, Professor Robert 
Winston, the . leading British 
fertility expert who works at the 
Hammersmith Hospital, west 
London, dismissed the data in 
the Guide as “flawed and mean- 
ingless” and said its publication 
would force some units to aban- 
don research in favour of im- 
proving their success rates for 
commercial reasons. 

“I just don't believe that the 
patients are getting the infor- 
mation the HFEA says they are 
getting. I don't believe that 
clinics will be honest in pro- 
viding the [raw] data," he said 
yesterday. 

A spokesman for Issue, the 
National Fertility Association, 
welcomed the HFEA initiative 
but said some of the data was 
two years old. 

Ruth Deech, chairwoman of 
the HFEA, dismissed claims 
that the Guide was a “league 
table" of fertility clinics. 

She said the Guide had been 
published only after wide con- 


sultation with dinks, patients 
and health authorities about the 
best way to present the infor- 
mation, a fact disputed by Pro- 
fessor Winston. 

The data had been adjusted 
to account for factors such as 
the age of the women treated, 
couples 7 fertility history, in- 
cluding previous treatments, 
and whether fresh or frozen em- 
biyos have been used. This 
meant it was “dear and mean- . 
ingftzl and fair to clinics" and 
comparable, Mrs Deech said. 
The British Ftertility Society wel- 
comed its publication, she 
added 

Success is not necessarily to 
be measured by the Take home’ 
baby rate. What matters' is [a 
couple] being properly investi- 
gated and being enabled to 
make a decision about what is. 
right for them.” 

Mrs Deech said patients 
would want to consider other is- 
sues, such as waiting lets, lo- 
cation of the clinic, restrictions, 
on treatment such as age, tests 
and investigations offered, and 
range of treatments. 

The Guide urges patients to 
use the live birth rate figure only 
as a general guide and discuss 
with the clinic the Hkehhood of 
success in their own particular 
circumstances. . 

But critics of the Guide say 
that the only figure that will 
matter to couples desperate 
for a baby is the live birth rate. 
They will not consider factors 
such as number of patients and 
□umber of cycles of treatment 


. nancy is called a treatment cy- 
cle) which largely determine 
success rates. 

The multiple birth rate at a 
particular clinic is also an im- 
portant factor because twin or 
triplet pregnancies can endan- 
ger the life of the mother and 
foetus. 

The patients’ Guide to DIand 
IVF clinics shows that the live 
birth rate following 1VF_ (in 
which egg and sperm are mired 
outside the womb) was 0 per 
cent at the Bupa Hospital Nor- 
wich, where only 28 cydes of 
treatment had been adminis- 



Ante -natal clinic 



Heavy toll: Donna Hunt has made 11 attempts at IVF 


Photograph: John Voos 


I am exhausted, but we 
just couldn’t give up 


tered, compared with 19.8 per 
cent at the Lister Hospital and 
the Royal Masonic Hospital, 
both private hospitals in Lon- 
don, where between 650 and 
957 cycles were given to 
women: 

Success rates for donor in- 
semination varied from 0 per 


cent at Queen Mary’s Hospital 
Sidcup (41 cycles) and the Bal- 
four Hospital in Orkney (2 cy- 
cles) to 42.6 per cent at the 
University of Bristol TVF Ser- 
vice (23 cycles). 

Professor Allan Templeton, a 
member of the HFEA, said that 
the Guide provided a “broadly 


reassuring picture'’ and a con- 
tinuing gradual increase in the 
national success rate for TVF 
andDI. 

■ The Guide is available from 
HFEA , Paxton House. 30 Ar- 
tillery Lane, London E17LS. 
Send a SAE with S2p postage. 

Leading article, page 20 


GLENDA COOPER 

Two weeks ago Donna Hunt 
again failed to conceive through 
IVF. It was her eleventh attempt 
in six years at her fourth dif- 
ferent clinic- In total she and her 
partner Neil Anderton have 
spent an estimated £13,000. 

“Had I had the information 
the HFEA has now given out I 
would have used it to decide 
where to go.” she said. 

Ms Hunt's problems with 
conceiving stem from two ec- 
topic pregnancies [where the 
embryo implants in the fallop- 
ian tube] in the late 1970s, re- 
sulting in the loss of one of her 
ovaries and both her tubes. 
IVF was the only alternative. 

Most of her treatments have 
been subsidised by the NHS al- 
though for the last two she has 
chosen to go private. It has still 
proved financially crippling. 


; : r-^ ^snpr- ; - ' 

“We’ve taken out loan after 
loan, we've done without holi- 
days, carpeting and new clothes 
to pay for it.” said Ms Hunt, a 
human resources assistant at 
Barnet General Hospital. “It's 
been extremely difficult, but we 
just couldn’t give up.” 

She added: “Emotionally it 
has taken its toll. I’m absolute- 
ly exhausted all the lime. IVe 
also put on around three stone 
in weight because of all the hor- 
mones so you end up feeling not 
particularly good about yourself. 

“It also takes a toll on your 
relationship. Neil and I had to 
sit down and talk things 
through. Like most men it 
doesn't come automatically to 
do that. The treatment before 
last, when I had a miscarriage 
at ax weeks, be took H very bad- 
ly and practically lived in the 


pub for a good couple of 
weeks.” With support from 
Issue, the national fertility as- 
sociation, she has bad two treat- 
ments at London's Royal Free 
Hospital one at University Col- 
lege Hospital and six attempts 
at St Thomas's. “At St Thomas's 
they took me aside after the 
sixth and said, ‘We think you've 
done everything you can and 
you’d better stop’." 

But Ms Hunt and Mr An- 
derton sought a second opinion 
at the private London Women's 
Clinic in Harley StreeL Since 
then Ms Hunt has had two 
treatments there which have 
been unsuccessful and is signed 
up for a third. Her next treat- 
ment will not take place until 
February. “If that doesn’t work 
I think we will call a halt” 

■ Issue can be reached on 
0121-.344 4414; 509 Aldridge 
Road, Birmingham B44 SNA. 
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Bosnia ceasefire: An end to the fighting may be in sight but there are still plenty of dipl omatic obstacles to ending the war 

Dawning of an 
unstable peace 


TONY BARBER 

Europe Editor 

The Bosnian ceasefire an- 
nounced yesterday represents 
the most promising opportuni- 
ty yet to end a war that has tom 
apart the former Yugoslav for 
the last three and a half years. 
However, if the truce is to be 
converted into lastingpeace, the 
Bosnian Muslims, Serbs and 
Croats will all have to accept 
limits to their political and ter- 
ritorial ambitions - limits for 
which none has so far shown 
much enthusiasm. 

Perhaps the main reason for 
thinking that the ceasefire will 
work is that, for the first time, 
military reality on the ground 
broadly corresponds to the 
peace proposalsThe Muslim- 
Croat forces and the Bosnian 
Serbs each hold about half of 
Bosnia’s land, a division of ter- 
ritory that matches the princi- 
ple at the heart of the peace 
initiative devised by the US en- 
voy, Richard Holbrooke. 

Still, serious matters must be 
hammered out The future of 
Sarajevo, the eastern enclave of 
Gorazde and the northern area 
of Brcko are all unresolved, and 
much uncertainty douds the re- 
lationship between the Muslim 


leaders and the Bosnian Croats. 

The Muslims, supported by 
the US, argue that Sarajevo 
must not be partitioned into two 
sectors, one controlled by the 
government and the other by 
the Bosnian Serbs. But the 
Bosnian Serbs dislike the idea 
of resurrecting Sarajevo as a 
functioning capital city, and 
equally ominously, some Bosn- 
ian Croats want a special Croat 
sector of Sarajevo- 

Then there is Gorazde, the 
last Muslim-held area in east- 
ern Bosnia. If it is to stay part 
of the Muslim-Croat federation, 
should it be linked to the Sara- 
jevo heartland by a corridor of 
land or merely by a road that 
would be under Serb coairol? 

It is a measure of Bosnian 
Muslim sensitivities that the 
US could not persuade the 
Sarajevo leadership to trade 
Gorazde for extra territory in 
central Bosnia. Indeed, Presi- 
dent Alija (zetbegovic regards 
it as a severe injustice that he 
should be asked to recognise 
Bosnian Serb control of almost 
all the Drina valley towns in 
eastern Bosnia. 

The Brcko corridor is a nar- 
row strip of land that connects 
Serb possessions in eastern 
Bosnia with Serb-held regions 


in the north around Banja 
Luka. Retention of this corridor 
is crucial to the viability of the 
Bosnian Serb sub-state envis- 
aged in the US plan, but there 
is stilJ no accord on exactly how 
much land the Bosnian Serbs 
should have around Brcko. 

One problem rarely ad- 
dressed in public by US officials 
concerns the ambition of some 
Bosnian Croats to jettison the 
Muslim-Croat alliance in favour 
of a de facto union with 
Croatia itself. 

The complete collapse of 
the Serb position in the Knin 
Krajina of Croatia, and in west- 
ern Bosnia, has meant that 
there are tempting possibilities 
for the Bosnian Croats to re- 
duce co-operation with the 
Muslims and form a united 
front with Zagreb. This would 
probably not mean a formal 
Croatian annexation of Bosnian 
Croat territoiy, but it could 
doom the Muslim-led central 
Bosnian government in Saraje- 
vo to paralysis. 

Welcome though the cease- 
fire may be, it points to a peace 
settlement that penalises the 
Muslims without fully satisfying 
the Serbs and Croats. If it is the 
only peace available, it is 
nonetheless unstable. 



Body count: Croatian pathologists set about the grisly task of exhuming the bodies of 50 Croatia ns kilted In the town of Petriqja, south of 


Zagreb in September 1991 


Photograph: Reuter 
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MICHAEL SHERIDAN 
Diplomatic Editor 

The Government was yesterday 
involved in an embarrassing 
clash of views with France after 
the Foreign Secretary, Mal- 
colm Rifkmd, told the Conser- 
vative Party Conference that 
Britain would host an important 
peace conference on Bosnia. 

A few hours after Mr 
RifkflHfs speech,. the french 
foreign mmis t i y reacted to the 
idea with sock coolness that 
diplomats believed France had 
not given its agreement before 
he made the announcement 
British officials strongly de- 
nied that that Foreign Secretary 
had jumped the gun on a seri- 
ous matter of foreign polity in 
order to ait an authoritative fig- 
ure before the party audience. 

There was. however, no ex- 
planation for the public diver- 
gence between two allies who 
have worked closely together in 
diplomatic and military policy 
towards the former Yugoslavia. 

Mr Rifldnd said in his speech 
at Blackpool on Tuesday that 
Britain would host a Peace Im- 
plementation Conference in 
London which “wfli follow the 
proximity talks announced by 
President Clinton last week.” 
British officials said it would 
ecede the final conference in 
iris to seal a peace treaty be- 
tween the warring factions in the 
former Yugoslavia. The Fbreign 
Office expected the the con- 
ference to take place at the 
end of November or early 
December. 

But late on Hiesday night the 
French foreign ministry, the 
Quai D’Orsay, said Mr 
Riikxnd’s conference “must be 
considered as a follow up" to the 
talks in the US and toe Paris 
meeting. 

- France had “no objection in 
principle*’ to the British idea of 
such a conference to discuss 
practical issues of troop de- 



Malcolm Rjfkind: He may 
have jumped the gun 

plqymenl and reconstruction, 
the ministry said. 

In an aside that will touch 
sensitive nerves in the British 
government, the French added 
that the conference “could take 
place in the framework of the 
consultations already under 
way between the members of 
the European Union, at the 
common suggestion of France 
and Germany.'' 

Yesterday British officials 
hastily conceded that “timeta- 
bles were very flexible” and 
pointed out that the unpre- 
dictable nature of the Bosnian 
peace negotiations made it im- 
possible to set a date for either 
conference in Paris or London, 

They emphasised that there 
is agreement among the key 
countries involved in Bosnia on 
the need for a meeting to re- 
solve outstanding issues likely 
to arise after the peace talks. 

. Mr Rifldnd said Nalo and the 
Russians would need to talk 
about the role, size and dura- 
tion of the new Peace Imple- 
mentation Force. International 
institutions would be brought hi 
to discuss humanitarian re- 
quirements and the cost of 
post-war reconstruction. 


Power of publicity 
gets Eldin his visa 


EMMADA1Y 

Sarajevo 

The power of bad publicity 
should sweep Eldin Isovic, 13, 
from foe Bosnian hospital bed 
in which he lies to Britain for 
treatment for the injuries he suf- 
fered while playing with a 
grenade. He is. blind and has 
pitifully thin atumps where his 
hauds were and needs recon- 
structive surgery to his eye 
sockets as soon as possible, 
plus the prosthetic hands, phys- 
iotherapy and rehabilitation 
that might ease his burden. 

The doctors stood ready, the 
money was there, but Eldin was 
caught in the British visa trap. 
The Government insists that 
Bosnians apply for entry visas 
at the British Embassy in Za- 
greb; perhaps coincidentally, it 
makes denying asylum to Bosni- 
ans that much easier, since ap- 
plicants are already in a third 
country. Eldin and his father 
Esad, could nonravel to Zagreb 
and the embassy in Sarajevo 
does not issue visas. 


But yesterday Eldin ant 
other child, Jadranka Zelen 
both scheduled for evacui 
under a UN-sponsored 
gramme run by Child Adv 
cy International, were 


don. As it happens, El 
case was aired on BBC R 
Four’s Today programme 
terday and the Sun plann 
follow-up campaign. 1 
came the change of heart 
I'm told it was at minis 
ai level that the decision 
made," said Dr Michael l 
kett of Child Advocacy. “M 
sponse is Thank you - and ■ 
do we do about the next i 
we meet that has the f 
need for treatment?” 
agency has seven other Sa 
van children approved b\ 
UN for evacuation to Bti 
not all war-wounded, but ; 
need of specialist trcalr 
unheard of in war-time Be 
that would significantly 
prove their quality of life, 
all without the means to i 
British vfea. 
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^ EU demands France come clean on N-tests 


SARAH HELM 

Brussels 

“«*■ J} ead -on dash with 
Pans. Ihe European Commis- 
sion last night stepped up pres- 
Rtre on Jacques Chirac, the 
French President, to halt nu- 
clear tests m the South Pacific 
Amid threats from the Eu- 
ropean Parliament to sack the 
Commission if it failed to act, 
Jacques Saner told the parlia- 
ment in Strasbourg that the 


Comm ission — of whidb, he is 

President - had voted yesterday 

to invoke its powers under the 
Euraiom Treaty by sending a fet- 
ter to the French government 
demanding more information 
on health and safety measures. 

Under article 34 of the Eu- 
ratom Treaty, the Commission 
has the responsibility 1 to protect 
the population of member 
states in case of “a particularly 
dangerous experiment”. It is un- 
deistood that France has been 


SanterconfirmedthattheCttn- 

misa'nn had been denied crucial 
data from the French govern- 
ment on the affects of the tests 
on geological strata, and that a 
Commission team had been 
denied access to key sites. 

In theory the Commission's 
decision yesterday could lead to 
an action before the European 
Court of Justice in which Ranee 
could be held liable for faffing 
to protect people in the area of 


the tests. But there were fears 
that Mr Santer’s announce- 
ment might simply be a ncwjjlay 
to buy time. Tb stave off an im- 
mediate confrontation with Mr 
Chirac, Mr Santer said the 
Commission would not take a 
final view on legal action until 
all the information from Paris 
had been assessed at a farther 
meeting in Strasbourg on 23 
October, when, said Mr Santer, 
•"the Commission wffl adopt an 
opinion in linewith the article’*. 


The Commission was left in no 
doubt last night as to the like- 
ly response from the European 
Parliament, should it reduce its 
pressure on the French gov- 
ernment, or dodge a decision to 
take Ranee to court if all the 
information is not provided. 

Addressing the parliament 
yesterday, Pauline Green, 
leader of the Socialists, de- 
nounced the French tests as 
"unacceptable, unwarranted 
and colonialist”. She demand- 


ed that Mr Santer keep Us vow, 
made when he assumed office 
in January, to maintain the 
principle of openness. “The 
credibility of the Commission is 
on the line," said Mis Green, 
who also challenged Mr Santer 
to come clean about any private 

Scffiit uTmsoke the Eu- 
ratom Treaty. Last week it was 
revealed that the French gov- 
ernment believed it had assur- 
ances from Mr Santer that the 


Commission would not take it 
to court over the tests. 

As he addressed the parlia- 
ment Mr Santer was dearly 
aware of the high political 
stakes involved. Outside the 
building Greenpeace demon- 
strators massed, rolling out a 
dummy bomb. 'Hiroughout the 
week the two French members 
of the 20-member Commission 
have been fiercely lobbying in 
Brussels to prevent the sending 
of yesterday’s letter. However, 


the drive to pressure the French 
has won the support of com- 
missioners from Germany, Aus- 
tria, Italy and Scandinavia, Neil 
Kinnock. the British Transport 
Commissioner, also supported 
the action. 

There was no immediate re- 
sponse from Paris, but the next 
few days arc certain to bring a 
strong rearguard action from 
the French, who still question 
whether the Euratorn Treaty 
applies to the tests. 


Italy’s caretaker 
PM sets out 
bold vision for 
political stability 



ANDREW GUMBEL parliamentary support for his 

™ on "' e proposals, while conservatives 

such as the far-right leader Gi- 
lt was the moment of truth that anfranco Fini said the country 
Italy had been anticipating for needed elections before con- 
weeks. On TUesday n ig ht , at the sidering such weighty issues, 
end of a five-day trip to the In theory, Mr Dini is due to 
United Slates, Lamberto Dini resign in a few weeks the 
addressed a Wa shi n g ton think- final plank of his r rripjnatm «n- 
tank and outlined the kinds of date -a new set of rales oh po- 
llings he might like to do if par- litical access to the media - is 
hament asked him to stay in of- in place. It will then be np to 
fice once he had completed his President Oscar T-irigi Scalfaro 
temporary mandate. to reappoint him, appoint some- 

“I was not, and am not, a ca- one else or call new elections, 
reer politician,” the Prime Min- The notion of Mr Dini stay- 

ister insisted. But the content of ing on is not new, hot nntQ now 
his proposals to the Council of it had been assumed >h«< he 
Foreign Relations told a very would merely maintain his non- 
different story. He laid out a sev- political caretaker role to see out 
en-pomt plan for reform in- Italy’s term as president of the 
tended to revolutionise the way EU in the first naif of next year, 
politics is conducted in Italy and The signs have been building 

bring real stability to the coun- nevertheless of a growing in- 
try for the first time since the votvement with the nuts and 
Second World War. bolts of nartvnolitics. His 1996 







Berlusconi: Under attack 

/.'•-} -.V.; 

Yesterday, as he gUnced at 
the Italian newspaper head- 
lines oh his way tome, it must 
have been dear that a politician 
is exactly what he has become. 
Commentators who have long 
forecart a political epiphany for 
Mr Dini excitedly discussed his 
chances of finding parliamen- 
tary support for his programme, 
and speculated that the gener- 
al elections initially expected 
some time before the end of tins 
year might yet be put off until 
late 1996 or 1997. 

Among Mr Dim’s proposals 
were a new electoral law, abol- 
ishing the last traces of pro- 
portional representation in 
favour of a pure first-past-the- 
post system, a redefinition of the 
roles of the two houses of par- 
liament, greater regional au- 
tonomy and an increase in the 
power of the Prime Minister to 
control his own cabinet. 

All these issues have been 
widely discussed over the past 
few months, but no political par- 
ty has so far produced an over- 
all programme matching the 
coherence of the Prime Minis- 
ter’s. Yesterday both left and 
right were forced to concede 
broad agreement with Mr 
Dini's aims, although there 
were signs of discomfort at be- 
ing upstaged. The centre-left 
leader Romano Prodi wondered 
where Mr Dini would look for 


The notion of Mr Dini stay- 
ing on is not new, but until now 
it had been assumed that he 
would merely maintain his non - 
political cancer role to see out 
Italy’s term as president of the 
EU in the first naif of next year. 

The signs have been building 
nevertheless of a growing in- 
volvement with the nuts and 
bolts of party politics. His 1996 
budget, unveiled last month, 
bore dear signs of compro- 
mise with the left-wing parties 
which have been supporting 
him in parliament. 

At the same time, the lead- 
ership of each of the main po- 
litical coalitions has been 
thrown into question. On the 
centre-left, there are fears that 
Mr Prodi. is not tough or 
tefegenic enough to be an ef- 
fective candidate. On the right, 
the former prime minister Sil- 
vio Berlusconi risks being pul 
on trial on charges of tax fraud 
and mig fa pr efer to aDowsome- 
onc else . to run in his place. 

Among the names being 
mentioned as possible replace- 
ments are Mr Dini himself, 
and Antonio Di Pietro, the 


... •■2* - 










Up in arms: A Greek shipyard worker attacks riot police at the Ministry of Merchant Marine in Piraeus during a protest at a repair yard closure Photograph: Vbnnis Behrakis 



Juppe avoids 
prosecution 
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magistrate. Mr Di Pietro 
launched aseries of broadsides 
this week against Mr Berfuscom 
in a clear attempt to displace 
him in the affections of con- 
servative voters. He has yet to 
make a dear declaration of 
political intent, however. 

Fot the past year, Italy has 
been caught: in an awkward 
paradox: without new elections 
it cannot achieve political sta- 
bility, but the country needs po- 
litical stability in order to con- 
duct effective elections. Mr Dini 
has seen a way of beating the 
paradox: it remains to be seen 
if he wfll be allowed to do so. 





Di Pietro: On the offensive. 


STEPHEN JESSEL 

Paris 

The prosecuting authorities in 
Paris svrated a major French 
political crisis yest erday by rec- 
CBmfiendingfofas Justice Min- 
istry that the Prime Minister, 
Alain JupptS, should not face a 
formal investigation into alle- 
gations that he abused a former 
official position to ahocate him- 
self a flat owned by the dty. 

Bat the chief prosecutor, 
Bruno Cotte, made it dear that 
Mr Jupp6 was open to charges 
that he had abused his position 
and that the derision not to pro- 
ceed with the case was condi- 
tional on Mr Juppd vacating the 
apartment, situated in the rue 
Jacob in central Paris, by the end 
of the year. Mr Juppd had al- 
ready made it known that be 
would be moving. His son, Lau- 
rent, who also rented a city- 
owned flat at below-market 
rates, will move as welL 

Tire allegations relate to Mr 
JupprTs time as a deputy may- 
or of Paris, from 1989 to 1993, 
when be was responsible for fi- 
nances. This, his political ene- 
mies said, included control over 
its private stock of apartments. 

The decision not to proceed, 
with the case, even though the 
evidence showed that Mr Jup- 
pd, despite earlier denials, had 
been intimately involved in the 
allocation of city-owned fiats, 
the fixing of rents and approval 
of repairs (inTns own case cost- 
ing about £130,000), will end an 
embarrassing and damaging 
episode. 


If Mr Cotte had derided to 
press ahead with an investiga- 
tion by a magistrate, Mr Juppd . 
would almost certainty have 
beafe|i obliged to resign. His de- 
■ partufewould have created a se- 
rious crisis, for President 
Jacques Chirac, who was May- 
or when Mr Juppd was in 
charge of finances. The dedson 
not to prosecute comes at time 
when Mr Juppd is unpopular 
and his economic policies are 
underfire. 

He had no immediate com- 
ment on the derision. The 
French franc jumped to 3.49 
against the Ge rman mark, how- 
ever, after falling to 3.51 earli- 
er amid rumours that the Prime 
Minister had resigned or been 
arrested. Bonds also recovered 
but stocks fell on fears a Jupp6 
resignation might lead to a re- 
versal of the “strong franc” 
that has kept Reach interest 
rates high. I 

The property affair, first re- 
vealed^ the satirical weekly Lc 
Canard Endudni, drew to at- j 
tendon the existence of a stock 
of flats owned by the dty of Paris 
and let to the politically influ- 
ential and their friends and 
families at very low rents. 

News of the prosecutor’s de- 
rision came as observers were 
assessing the impact of Ties- 
day's strike by public sector 
workers, judged to have at- 
tracted the highest level of sup- 
port for such action for more 
than a decade. Leaders of the 
seven unions involved are to 
meet next week to consider 
what further action to take. 
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Bugging scandal topples Estonia coalition 


Can you afford to survive j 
a heart attack : 


ADRIAN BRIDGE 

Central Europe Correspondent 

The Estonian government col- 
lapsed yesterday in the wake of 
a bugging scandal that has con- 
jured up chilling reminders of 
the country's KGB past 
Tut Vhhi, the Prime Minster, 
announced the effective disso- 
lution of the governing coalition 


after firing his deputy, Edgar 
Savisaar, the man at the centre 


Savisaar, the man at the centre 
of the scandal. 

Last night, Mr Vhfa was set 
to meet President Lennart Men 
and other leading pofrtirians in 
an effort to resolve the crisis, the 
biggest since the Baltic state 


, regained its independence from 
Moscow in 1991. The President 
has promised there will be no 
cover-up. 

The bugging allegations sur- 
faced earlier this month when 
police raided the ThQhm head- 
quarters of a private security 
firm believed to have dealings 
with, the city’s underworld. Tb 
their astonishment, the investi- 
gators found tapes of recorded 
private conversations between 
Mt-V&hi, Mr Savisaar and oth- 
er leading politicians and busi- 
nessmen during the jtense 
coalition negotiations that fol- 
lowed Estonia’s March gener- 
al election. Mr Savisaar, whose 


Centre Party ultimately teamed 
up in government with Mr 
\hhf s Coalition Party and the 
Rural Union, came under im- 
mediate suspicion when it 
emerged that the owner of the 
security firm had been one of 
his closest advisers. 

The allegations caused up- 
roar and demands for Mr Sav- 

isaar’s removal which, ironically, 

were stepped up after an assist 
rant to Mr Savisaar claimed that 
she had ordered the baggings 
without his knowledge. “No- 
body fell for that one,” said an 
official. 

Mr Savisaar, who yesterday 


down as 
Interior 


rime minister, 
and leader of 


his party, served as prime min- 
ister from 1990 to 1992. He held 
a junior port in the old Com- 
munist administration, but in 
the late 19S0s became a co- 
founder of the Estonian Popu- 
lar Front, which spearheaded 
the country's drive for inde- 
pendence. Even then aides ac- 
cused him of bending the law to 
suit his own political ends. 

With the old centre-left 
governing coalition In tatters, 
Mr Vahi was said last night to 
be exploring the possibility of 
a new alliance. Few favoured the 
prospect of a fresh poll. 


From a purely financial perspective, a serious 
illness can bs a vary expensive business. 
With a family to support and a mm gage 
to pay, money can quickly become as big a worry 
as the illness itself. Additionally, changes 
introduced m April have reduced stare sickness 
benefits by Up to 40%. This is why Midland has 
developed a range of critical illness plans. Their 


aim is to make rhe 'unthinkable more bearable' 
by paying a lump sum on diagnosis of a serious 
condition. The money is commonly used to cover 
the cost of long-term medical care, pay off die 
mortgage, or to make early retirement possible. 
To arrange an appointment with a Midland 
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MUSIC FOR WHEN YOU’RE BIZET ABOUT THE HOUSE 


PAUL GAMBACCINI TAKES YOU ON A JOURNEY THROUGH THE CLASSICS WITH HIS ‘MORNING COLLECTION’. WEEKDAY MORNINGS AT 9.00AM. 
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Blackpool backlash: Nationalist speech on defence angers many and is at odds wifo Britain’s plans for Euro pean security 

Services 


enraged by 
Portillo’s 
EU tirade 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 


Michael Portillo's anti-Euro- 
pean tirade at the Conservative 
Party Conference on Tuesday 
outraged members of the 
armed forces as well as oppo- 
sition and European politicians. 

Ministry of Defence sources 
said that they were highly 
embarrassed by the speech, 
which was not released to them 
in advance. “If we could have 
stopped him, we would have." 
one MoD source said. 

But there is irony in the af- 
fair. In spite of Mr Portillo's 
speech, in which he railed 
against the control of British 
forces by “Brussels", Britain has 
been in the lead in developing 
a common European defence 
policy. 

The armed forces were livid 
at what one senior officer de- 
scribed as the “prostitution" of 
their reputation in search of 
short-term political gain, a gam- 


ble which service sources said 
was likely to backfire. 

Mr Portillo referred to the 
British Special Air Service, the 
SAS, as striking “a chin down 
the spine of the enemy”, a ref- 
erence which caused particular 
offence, as Mr Portillo was 
seen as hijacking a reputation 
earned by others. He even end- 
ed his speech with the SAS mot- 
to, “Wno dares, wins”. 

“He might as well have been 
wearing a pair of Union Jack 
boxer shorts", another senior 
officer said. 

Mx Portillo said that Britain 
would not allow Brussels - by 
which he apparently meant the 
European Union rather than 
Nato - to control its defence 
policy, and added that “British 
soldiers, sailors and airmen are 
willing to give their lives for 
Britain, not for Brussels". 

Yet there has never been a 
suggestion that the suprana- 
tional institutions of the EU 
would be involved in military 




PoctfBo; 'hijacked' forces' 
hard-earned reputation 


Offensive weapon: German members of the Eurocorps, the multinational European defence body, parading in Paris 


Photograph: Gamma 


ieb^msesdiatalt^mg^Kaio / 
would pitohahty be involved in. ' 

. say large-scale inititBiyopora- - 
-tignfrUoch as the dc plqy mqri af . - 
a peace-implemtiitatian force 
to Bosnia, *Nre should not Over-; 
strain dot commitment tty ex- 
'peering them to intervene In ail . 
European security operations . 
„ . there may be cacwmsfenees- ’ 
where European Cations will : 
need to be ready to take the 
lead, or to act on their own. 11 

The Government's policy, 
set out in its March memoran- 
dum and in the last defence 
White taper, is thatit wotddbe 
“wasteful to develop separate, 
wholty European militaiy Struc- 
tures. Europe should capitalise - 
on the foundation that' has 
been built in Nato”. - 

The White Paper stresses 


a 


decision-m aking. Mr Portillo’s 
speech was irrelevant to 
Britain’s position on European 
defence. 

Britain has been part of Nato 
since 1949, and has committed 
thousands of soldiers to action 
on behalf of the United Nations, 


in the Gulf in 1991, and since 
1992 in Bosnia. But although 
Britain is playing a leading role 
in establishing a European de- 
fence me chanism, there is no 
chance that the result will be a 
European army. 

Britain's policy on European 


defence issues was set out on 1 
March. The Government 
launched proposals for treat- 
ment at next year's European 
Union Inter-Governmental 
Conference, and for a parallel 
review within the Western Eu- 
ropean Union, 10 countries of 


which are members both of 
Nato (16 countries) and of the 
EU (15 countries). 

Toe British proposals in- 
volved strengthening the WEU, 
but not makin g defence policy 
subservient to the EU. They 
covered only crisis manage- 
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ment, pcacc-keeping , sanc- 
tions and h umanitarian aid. 


that European defrace smio-- 
rures should “encouragsand al- 


Tbey did not cover foil-scale 
war, including “peace enforce- 
ment”, which would remain a 
preserve of Nato, with US in- 
volvement. 

The Government's policy 


turns should encourage aixt al- 

to.i^^wdue confbriwty^ 
showing awareness of foe need 
to avoid situations Of the kfed 
imagined fay Mr Portillo, when 
he said that cap badges might 
be controlled by Brussels. 



Where Portillo is coming from 


' *Wuwfll not aBow Brassafe to oontrol our defence policy 
Britain will not be trfd when and when not to 

fight Britam is Wttssodwtth.vetybrarvo soldiers, sailors 
and airmen wfifogfo^ve their fives: For Britain^ Not for 
Brueoels." . *. '• 


This fe-What PiesidtSrttof foe European Commission, 

foeques Saritoi oalled “tirting ait wipdrrtBs” - a problem 
tftttis fiot foero, arid a foterepresentation of foe 

Mr Boi^tneeiris foe European 
/. fojkin arid Wosttet foe sppraalrtiQtial.EU insti^^ 

' q^ifoB Brttish armed forces 

gteting itiirkta: ishDtot^te agefe^^afSity. a*" 
Britenrffflstecf theway with nwhfoosonTwwfobotetfir 
Buropean eectffttyt a feet that Wr FbrtiHo chose to Iffiore In 


more^ offoe respopsfoillty for its owp. security - and ihe 

restof^urDpeseemstDa^^e. 

inro^nent-wouki 
wffl-needfo be 

foe tied, or-fo act on their own. But Britain 
wiU-retaift- command of Its own forces, though their actions 
Wbpld be'cp^iffoneteti wtth ofoecs through foe Western 
BappeiamtWehvBrtti^ troops remain under command of 
Brti^xjfScelsfsnd'foe British gewemment at aU times. 


■ *-l magfe foe European Commission mi^rt want to har- 
morase infflbnas and cap badges. Or even to metricate 
tfwn. The Baopea^ Court would probably want to stop 
. otnr'xnect^fi^tting.fbr iriorethan 40 hours a week. They 
would s^id haff ofthern home on patondty teave.” 


If KIr Pbftifc had ever.seved in foe armed forces, he 
WMd feuMr foat .they, akmg wth their Nato allies, have 
: bden Lmig.foe metric system for decades. The armed 

areexempthomthe other ^ legstatfon he deserfoes, 
. asfoey are lfom every pnMston of the Hi’s founding 
■ fteatie&- . -• 



that the 


. ® Pfifotr-ftir most of Brttsto’s foreie years in Bosnia, 

; >tha3 o»pided daectacdoo to sa«. Bosnian cwilians, and 
. snenuaustyavoided JntBfvsning on one side or the other . 

Wfot^tropps have! been robust fh-their interpretation of 
; the roJes orengagemerit, they have been under orders to 
! risfedd foemselv^. nct focaf dvflrans.. Ifotll the rakerit 
•; massacres- «> Srebrenica and Qorazde want 

\-qfipunfefidd;.':.- -'Y : ” ■■ •' • 


-^Arpimd.the wotfolhree fetters send a chfil down the ' 
spiro of me enemy: SAS. And those tetters speW out a 
dear message: dont mess with Britain." 

.. nanti lmui; 

Ths sliitimwrrt caused fory in- the armed forces yesterday. 
Marty asked vyhetfierit was' statesmanlike to caH on the 
' Wood, sweat and bravery of others as propaganda at a 
parVconjlKenoa:...; 


2^J!^ L ^ annw ^ 

^OTfo^^pe services, capable of rapid and long-range 


Ptanet Earth 

/Ntelcpim RfBdnd, the former Secretory of State for 
Defence, announced the formation of a “Joint Rapid De- 
ptoym»ft1wce" on iA July 1994. This comprises 3 Com- 
mando Brfgpde; 5 Airborne Brigade and 24 Airmobile 
• Brigade. Them is nothing new about this force: as Mr 
■25®™* be looking at how we can develop 

^em to Intervene 

even, more effacuvely and speedily together." 


PlMMtParHo -. 

.*T\ivo rteent . orders wdeiline that resolve [to give foe 

Apache aS< hell- 

«Wjj*e4tatJtcso he launched from a submarine 
1,000 miles away and grided down a single chimney...* 




** Whit8 HoUse confirmed that Britain 
■^Wng 65 crmsemissiles. The Ministry of - ■ ; 

^.onier - perhJps Mf ' 


.sure, but down foe chimney? UnllkelvLHowever' 
Is more accurate than Mr^rdlto S^mthT 
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NASA, Sony and IBM 

don’t have the most 
intricate and advanced 
machinery in the world 

\ou do. 


Every word you read, every 


comma, every full-stop is being 


analysed by a computer one 
hundred million times more 


complex than the average PC. 


Your brain. 


It’s deciphering messages 


sent to it by the most advanced 


-optical equipment in the world 


Your eyes 


And you’re doing all this 


without even thinking about it 


That’s the problem. You 


don’t realise what a feat of 


engineering you are. Maybe 


that’s why you tend to take your 


health for granted. 


If you’re nodding at this 


point, BUPA can help. 


We know how to keep your 


body’s engine running smoothly. 

(Almost 50 years in health care has taught us a thing or two.) 

If it’s a tune-up you’re after, try our network of approved fitness 
centres. You’ll find them up and down the country. 

Or if it’s something you can’t fix yourself, there’s always our 
telephone information service, BUPA MediCall. This can provide 
guidance on anything from asthma to vertigo. 

We run the largest network of health screening centres in 
Europe. We pioneered this service in Britain to help spot any 
potential problems at the earliest possible stage. For the same reason 
we also developed BUPA DentalCover, with its very own network 
of dentists. You know what they say, prevention is better than cure. 

Of course, however much you take care of your body, it’s such a 




complex machine there will be 
times when it does break down. 


Don’t worry. As well as 


maintenance, we’re also number 


one in repairs and recovery 


With our own network of 


modem hospitals, we can provide 


the specialist treatment needed 


to get you back on your feet fast. 


We’ll even make paying a 


less painful experience. 


From just £10 a month, we 


offer a wide choice of schemes 


that can be tailored to help meet 


your individual needs. 


We can also provide a lump 


sum to help ease any money 


worries whilst you are being 


treated, or a regular income if 


you’re unable to work afterwards. 


Whenever you go abroad 
BUPA can also cover you. We can even book you a healthier holiday. 

We don’t take out any profit either. Everything goes back into 
improving health care for our members even further. 

If you’d like to talk to one of our health care advisers about 
joining BUPA, it’s easy.Just use 9,000 nerve endings, 9 feet of blood 
vessels and 75 pressure sensors (in other words, your finger tip) 
and call us free on 0800 600 500, quoting ref 8015. 

Three million people in Britain already benefit from our all 
round health care approach and vast experience. 

They remembered they were worth it. So should you. 

With a mind that can store around half a million pieces of 
information, it shouldn’t be too difficult a task. 
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Gulf maids iir slavery to aTtgfgrt of terror 



Robert Fisk, Middle East 
Correspondent, details the 
rape, torture and contempt • 
suffered by foreign servants at 
the hands of their employers 


A glance through the archives 
of the Gulf newspapers is 
enough to show you what Fil- 
ipina and Sri lankan maids suf- 
fer at the hands of their Arab 
employers - quite apart from 
the judicial lashings so many re- 
ceive from “Islamic” courts. 

Beaten, burnt and sexually as- 
saulted, they turn up in their 
dozens each year at their em- 
bassies in Riyadh, Kuwait City 
and Abu Dhabi to plead for 
sanctuary from their tormentors 
and a free passage home. One 
Arab Gulf state nad to charter 
airliners to take home Indian 
and Fflipina maids after they 
complained of rape and beat- 
ings by their employers. 

Many employers defend their 
treatment by contending that 
the maids - generally hired for 
speaking English and accepting 


low wages - steal, torment chil- 
dren, commit “immoral” activ- 
ities. or desert their jobs. 

Last June, a Fflipina maid, 
Nelfa Baltar, secured the con- 
viction of her Egyptian em- 
ployers in Abu Dhabi after she 
had been burned with ciga- 
rettes on her hands and face and 
with a lighted match below her 
eyes. The police arrested her 
sponsor, Ayman Mansour, 
when he tried to deport her 
through the airport in the emi- 
rate of Shaijah: immigration of- 
ficers found that the girl’s face 
had been beaten so badly that 
they could not recognise her in 
her passport photograph. 

In March 1994, Felixberta 
Pasco, a 32-year-old Filrpina 
housemaid, fled to her em- 
bassy in Abu Dhabi after her 
employer beat her on her back 


and face, and cut her arms. Two 
months later, a 28-year-old 
Asian housemaid in Dubai 
slashed her wrists in a suicide 
attempt after a local man tried 
to rape her. A day after that, po- 
lice m Abu Dhabi used a crane 
to rescue Nora Sabumido, a 35- 
year-old housemaid, from an 
upper window after she was 
heard screaming in a locked 
room at her employer’s home. 
They found she had been 
burned on both arms witiran 
electric iron, knifed in the left 
aim and beaten on die righi'eye. 


In Saudi Arabia, Western 
employees have reported to 
human rights groups the sys- 
tematic harassment df Asian 
housemaids by sponsors and by 
members of the muttava^ the 
ruthless religious police who arc 
being given ever wider powers 
to arrest and molest women. 
One report recounts how in 
1993 a MKpina nurse who spoke 
casually - . to - a male 
acquaintance in a Riyadh/ 
restaurant was arrested by the' 
muttawa ; held -for two days in 
prison and then ordered to 



Many maids seek sanctuary at embassies in Kuwait CHy 


sign a statement in Arabic 
which she did not understand. 
It was a confession of prostitu- 
tion. In July of the same year, 
she was taken to a Saudi prison, 
and lashed 40 times by a male 
prison officer m the presence of 
laughing muamw offraals. - 
Inside the Matas prison jit i 
Saudi Arabia, a Western nurtfe . 
-falsely accused oftrymgio 
dace” US sobers OH the streets 
of Riyadh - found almost 100. 
women jErom the P&lippitics - 
and Sri l-anfer Their .bunks 
were infested with Ecevandflie 
women were sometimes' Jeft 
for hours in total darka^Ss, 
?Wfe heard son* pitiful awes,” 

wdps domestic helpers who ' 
were raped of otherwise abased ' 
by{$aiufi] employers; if theyitt-. 
tetinpffid to runaway or became 
pregnant, they were jailed and. 
sometime lashed." 

- Jh ese terrible cases have 
beep. occurring for at least five 
yeifus. In November 19^ a Sri 
T jrpfran housemaid fled to hex 
embassy in-Abu Dhabi after a 
local housewife had healed a 


maid tells o t i" 8 — T-.. 

esrTSa^«^ ia i 
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and 
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knife Am a-gasr foqkqb'and 
bmjH^hex.onth^'netk, body 


Ute^cfrestbythe^ 
farther wcnk ^aB 
ffcorn the kkch^ 
month, a MasKiri 
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Apers cany regular reports of the abuse of servants 
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Two poached eggs 


Lamb leg steak 


et you 


can t crac 
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Who’d have thought that lOOg of luscious, lean, trinimed lamb leg steak could 
contain just 9.4g of fat compared with the 10.8g found two poached eggs (lOOg). 1 

It makes good nutritional sense to include lean red meat as part of a balanced 
diet. Most of the fat is visible so it’s easy to remove and, of course, you lose j 
none of the essential nutrients because they are contamed in the lean parts. 

So if you’ve been thinking about further healthy eating ideas, we may have 
cracked it for you. I 
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co mplaine d that she was raped 
by her employer while his wife 
was having a baby, then slapped 
and beaten by the wife for al- 
legedly seducing the husband. 
In the last six months of 1992, 
four maids tried to commit sui- 
cide in the United Arab Emi- 
rates alone. 

Why do so many Filipinos 
and Sri Lankans suffer so 
dreadfully at the hands of Gulf 
Arab employers? One need 
only read what the Gulf Arabs 
think of them. Thke, for exam- 
ple, last year’s study by the 
Dubai Police Research and 
Studies Centre which accused 
foreign housemaids of theft, tor- 
ture of children, immorality 
and desertion. Referring to 
maids as “wanting time bombs”, 
the report claimed that 39.2 per 
cent were thieves, 3 53 percent 
were cruel to children and 225 
per cent “committed immoral 
activities". 

Sixty-six put of 120 local 
housewives were the victims of 
crime by the maids, the report 
concluded. It stated that one 
maid had set fire to a two-year- 
old child, that another had put 
a baby in a refrigerator to stop 
it oying, thata third had put a 
baby in a washing machine m an 

attemp t to kill it. 

“You shouldn’t take such a 
Christian - such a Western - 
point of view about these 
women,” a friend Of an Islam- 
ic court judge told me in Shar- 
jah. “These muds will get fair 
treatment if journalists don’t ex- 
aggerate the trials -if you don't 
malm thin into a political arcus.** 


And then, m a lower voice and 
with a venom that destroyed 
everything he had said, the 
man explained himself! “Fil- 
ipinos as a people are very 
emotional, they are big liars. 
They try to extract pity. They are 
never to be trusted. When it 
comes to crime - 70 per cent of 
them are guilty.” 

So why, 1 wondered, do the 
Gulf Arabs employ well over 
one and a half million 
Filipinos? “Because they are 
dean and because they speak 
Englis h and can educate Gulf 
children," he replied matter-of- 
factly. What he did not choose 
to address were the hundreds - 
thousands, in the view of human 
rights groups - of housemaids 
who are raped and sexually 
abused in Saudi Arabia and oth- 
er Gulf states. 

What is one to make, for in- 
stance, of the Sri Lankan maid 
who had been sexually molest- 
ed by her Saudi employer six 
months ago and, put on board 
an aircraft home at Dubai air- 
port, spent the journey cringe- 
ing in her seat and weeping? 

Or the even more dreadful 
case of the housemaid who had 
been so badly raped by a 
Saudi that, boarding the Emi- 
rates Airlines plane home at 
Dubai, she cowered beneath 
one of the aircraft scats and 
screamed every time she saw a 
male passenger? 

The European air crew de- 
cided she was too mentally dis- 
turbed to fly and, with great 
reluctance, off-boarded her be- 
fore the plane took off. 


Blood money may avert 
execution for FDipina 


Abu Dhabi (Reuter) — The son 
of a man killed by Sarah Bal- 
abagan, a Fflipina maid, said 
yesterday he would consider 
dropping his demand for her ex- 
ecution if the girl’s family asks 
him to show mercy. “If the 
parents come and ask me to 
drop the death sentence, maybe 
I will consider it and the fami- 
ly would discuss it," Earn] al- 
Baloushi said. “I would consider 
changing iL We would discuss 
the request between us." 

His remarks were the first 
sign that the Baloushi family 
might be willing to soften its 
stand since an Islamic court last 
month condemned Balabagan 
to death in the oasis dty of 


al-Ain for the premeditated 
murder of Almas Mohammed 
al-Baloushi. In line with Islam- 
ic law, Baloushi’s family has the 
option to maintain the death 
sentence or Lo accept bUnx! 
money instead. Balabagan said 
she stabbed Baloushi 34 limes 
after wresting his knife away 
during what she said was rape. 

Faraj al-Baloushi has reject- 
ed previous overtures aimed at 
saving Balabagan ’s life and in- 
sisted that she should face ex- 
ecution. But officials in the 
United Arab Emirates have 
said they would again try to per- 
suade the family to drop their 
demand for the death sentence 
in exchange for blood money. 


Patten promises curb on foreign workers 

Hong Kong — The Governor of Hong Kong, Chris Patten, has 
extended an olive branch to the colony’s first fully elected legis- 
lature by promising to curb the import of foreign workers from 
next year. Relations with China, which takes over Hong Kong in 
mid-1997, took a back seat to domestic issues in the 
Governor’s two-bour annual policy address. , 

Mr Patten proposed a new labour scheme, to start on 1 Jan- 
uary 1996, that would allow for a maximum of 5,000 foreigners 
employed under the programme to be working in the colony at 
any one time, compared with 25,000 now. Reuter 

Indonesian gangs go on rampage 

pm, East Timor — The East Timorese Governor. Abilio Soares, 
has urged Indonesia s security forces to restore order after canes 
of youths rampaged through the capital in the worst unilst m 
the territory this year. Residents said that youths armed with knives. 

c ? ntinued to gather in several places 
around the city, after two days of violence, but said that there 
been no reports of any further clashes since early 
. tetter 

White rule draws its last breath 

Cape Tbrm South Africa’s parliament is holding a two-day special 

lra ? loca l gowmment elections wbS 
wmwipe away the last vestiges of white rule. The 1 November 

D jeopardy by a Constitutional Court ruling 

S P poclBna *ww fcv President Ncf 

son Mandela which set up various electoral mechanisms. In four 

days of talks, ending fate on Tuesday, legislature Med ouU 

Reuter 

Japan apologises for HIV blood supply 

(l T* apologi^d in 

and the government. It Stid that de !i?S aga,nsl dni « firnte 

had incrSTe %££ of*£?0 ? ne Tf 
died after developing Aids * * w ^ om haw already 

No^ddng the issue for radio ham 

dollars (£990) 2 # MW Auslr ? ,ian 

a court official in the^S»o« a duck on hix radio transmitter, 
Desmond Dave^ 5" n ° f ^“"ceston said. Don 

something tteUras hot SDeech^ tf. “'i r Ibe f d;1 >' for bniadcasting 
guilty to i6 Dai : e >- P'f ** 

erased radio camM lr^ S? ? d P 0 **^ 00 of « n!l : 
to hand over his radio t 9 ul Pnient. and was also ordered 
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Saddam’s 
germ war 
plan sparks 


— -LI 

international 

Sony 
senses a 
market 
in ESP 


MICHAEL SHERIDAN 

Diplomatic Editor 

Iraq is certain to face indefinite 
United Nations sanctions after 
a devastating report yesterday 
revealed it may still be holding 
enough biological weapons to 
kill the worid’s population 
several time over. 

The head of the UN Special 
Commission, Rolf Ekeus, told 
the Security CouncQ that Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein’s regime 
had concealed vast amounts of 
data on its chemical, biological 
and nuclear programmes for 

years after the Guff war of 1991. 

The new information only 
came to light after the defection 
to Jordan m August of President 
Saddam’s son-in-law, Hussein 
Kama! Hassan, head of Iraq’s 
military industrial complex. 

The revelations are likely to 
put an end to pressure from 
Russia and France to ease UN 
sanctions on Iraq when the fe- 
sue next comes up for consid- 
eration around 25 November. 

“Iraq had made a formal 
but essentially false declaration 
of its biological weapons,” Mr 
Ekeus said. 

The extent of Baghdad's bi- 
ological weapons programme 
had not hitherto been made 
available to the Security Coun- 
cil. It is understood to include 
the discovery that Iraqi scien- 
tists made 10 times as much an- 
thrax vims than they had 
declared to UN weapons in- 
spectors. They also were re- 
searching botulism, which 
causes paralysis, and affatorin, 
a carcinogen which triggers 
kidney and liver failure. 

Among other biological com- 
pounds in the Iraqi arsenal 
were ricin, which damages the 
lungs, and enterovirus, a cause 
of blindness and haemorrhage. 
Mr Ekeus told the Security 


Council that there was no proof 
that Iraq had destroyed any of 
these weapons. 

The US ambassador to the 
UN, Madeleine Albright, has 
described the new fmrimgc as 
“chilling”. A British official 
said they showed that “the 
Iraqis have made a nonsense” 
of previous UN efforts to 
investigate their non-conven- 
tional weapons. 

The new information about 
Iraq’s weapons programmes 
will change the annate is the 
UN Security Council over the 
future of UN sanctions on the 
country. There is evidence that 
sanctions are causing intense 
suffering to ordinary Iraqis. A 
senior UN official recently said 
a. generation of children was at 
risk from malnutrition. . 

The US and Britain, the 
toughest advocates of continued 
sanctions, say Pre^ctent Saddam 
has refused to take advantage 
of a UN resolution allowing lim- 
ited ofl sales to provide rands 
for humanitarian needs. In 
private, many Arab govern- 
ments favour keeping sanctions 
to maintain pressure on the 
Baghdad regime and encoarage 
its eventual riwnkp- 

In another sign of instability 
wi thin the regime, Iraqi oppo- 
sition activists have announced 
the defection to Britain of an 
official who was President 
Saddam’s head of protocol. 

But there will be embarrass- 
ment for Britain and other 
European countries in future 
revelations about the involve- 
ment of Western businesses in 
supplying Iraq with resources 
for chemical research. A Bed- 
ford company, Oxoid, is to be 
sued by US armed forces per- 
sonnel who allege the compa- 
ny n^figentfy sold Iraq up to 18 
tors of special “growth media” 
chemicals. 


A Baghdad van driver dlsplayii^ pictures of President Saddam In advance of a presidential referendum on 15 November, the first since 1958 

Tidal wave of crime sweeps Iraq 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Baghdad 

Early summer ai- 

Douri, former president of 
Baghdad University, retained 
home one afternoon in his large 
Japanese-made saloon car. A 
gang of car thieves which spe- 
cialised in expensive vehicles 
was waiting for him, and shot 
him dead. 

Dourfs killers were caught 
and their trial shown on televi- 
sion, bat car theft is so common 
in Iraq that the police rarely 
bother follow it up. The Unit- 
ed Nations in Baghdad has had 
four vehicles stolen in the past 
year, mosttyat gtinpoinL Many 
drivers betievd the best insur- 


ance against losing cars is to hire 
street gangs to guard them. 

Iraq used to have little crime. 
Punishments were heavy, and 
during the oil boom it was easy 
to make money. But the UN 
embargo oh the sale of oil since 
1990 means 4 minimi art now 
close to starvation, and the rest 
live from band to mouth. Even 
the amputation of the thieves’ 
hands is no deterrent 
Crime is not only violent but 
highly organised. In June aimed 
men broke into a museum at 
Assur, the ancient Assyrian 
capital in northern Iraq. After 
overpowering three guards they 
Stole Id$ objects, including 
large sta te s. " -/ && j • •'T: 
“I can dd-veiy stop ■ 


them,” said Dr Moaid Said, 
head of the Department of An- 
tiquities in Baghdad. 

There are 10,000 archaeo- 
logical sites in Iraq and Dr 

■Said said h« has n either ths mem 

nor the vehicles to defend them 
alL Outside his offioe Range 
Rovers sit immobilised on tyres 
that went flat a Jong time ago 
and cannot be replaced. 
“Thieves killed a guard at the 
museum m Nassariya in the 
south,” he said. “So I have giv- 
en orders for our men to shoot 
back in future.” 

There are no published fig- 
ures on the crime rate. Abdul 
Kader^bJanabi, a member of 
■^th^^^nal Assembly, said: 

‘ “GSm^Bways increases after 


any war because of poverty 
and hunger. Many gangs were 


is going down.” Mr Janabi said 
UN sanctions, not the Iraqi gov- 
ernment, is to b lame for the 
crime wave. 

Few believe the government 
has got violence under control. 
An example is the sudden pop- 
ularity of guard dogs. Every Fri- 
day huge mastitis go on sale in 
the part of the Sharjah market 
that used to deal in pets. 

Violent crime is only one as- 
pect of the breakdown of soci- 
ety under the impact of 
sanctions and hyper-inflation. 
Bribery is pervasive. Govern- 
ment officials are not allowed 
to resign but are often paid the 


equivalent of $5 a month. One 
univeisity professor told how he 
spent two years trying to resign 
and only succeeded this summer 
after bribing hospital doctors “to 
say I have a serious heart con- 
dition”. His pension is worth 
about 50p a month. 

Another sign of the disaster 
facing the educated elite is the 
book market in the Souq al-Sar- 
rai. Every few yards intellectu- 
als are selling old volumes. A 
copy of Plutarch’s Lives fetch- 
es less than lOp. One seller said 
he is giving up all his books to 
buy food, with the exception of 
his favourite, Dostoyevsky. An- 
other said that whatever hap- 
pened he would never sell the 
works of James Joyce. 


Rebel attacks 


TIM McGIRK 
Islamabad 

TMiban, the Islamic student 
militia, fought its way closer to 
Kabul yesterday, capturing 
several strategic positions in the 
hills outside the battered 
Afghan capital. 

The TMiban students are no 
longer armed only with the 
Koran. Supported by tanks, 
artillery and renegade fighter- 
pilots flying MiGs, they have 
spread Islamic rule over the 
southern half of the war-weary 
country. They have vowed to lay 
siege to Kabul, if President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani does not 
step down. 

Foreign aid agencies in 
Kabul say the TMiban has 
seized two key positions, Cha- 
rasiab and the Kaldabad hills, 
over the past two days. These 
new Thliban outposts are only 
12 miles south of Kabul, en- 
abling the militia to strike the 
capital with rockets, a fate Kab- 
ul's citizens have endured sev- 
eral limes over the past three 


years of fighting between gov- 
ernment forces and rebels. 

After pin-pointing the TM 
iban’s new strongholds with 
reconnaissance flints two days 
ago, the government struck 
back yesterday with a barrage 
of rockets on the attackers. An 
aid worker said: “It soun ded like 
a thousand rockets were fired 
into the hills south of KabuL” 
The TMiban is advancing along 
foe southern route from Mo- 
ham ed Agha, but will soon run 
into a ring of artillery and tank 
defences around KabuL 

“So far, Kabul’s been quiet 
No rockets have fallen on the 
city yet, but it sounds like there’s 
plenty of fighting outside, and 
it’s getting closer,” a relief 
worker said. Residents of the 
shattered city have rarely ex- 
perienced -a month without 
rocket attacks, so the TMiban 's 
advance has not yet caused 
panic. “It’s -probably safer if 
people remain in Kabul, at 
feast until they know who con- 
trols the surrounding country- 
side,” the relief worker added. 



Rabbani: has ringed Kabul 
with defences 

The assault is the TMiban 's 
second on KabuL The militia 
was within a few miles of the 
'■ capital fast spring, but was rout- 
. ea by government forces under 
the acting defence minister, 
Ahmed Shah Masood. The 
odds have shifted since then. 
Although the -TMiban earlier 
refaseutp deal, with any of the 
waning regional commanders 
whQ have Splintered foe coun- 


try following the defeat of the 
pro-Spviet regime in 1992, the 
JsiaimcstfflfeBri now have pacts 
with all Mri Ka ffia tir s enemies, 
including : aj$Hj&HCommunist 
general, Ra&nd Dostum. From 
his fortress headquarters near 
the northern Uzbek border, 
General Dostum reportedly is 
ready to hurl his Russian-made 
fighter planes into the TMiban 
siege or Kabul. 

The government also accus- 
es Pakistan of supplying foe 
TMiban with nrilitaiy advisers 
and weapons. Pakistan wants to 
open a trade route through 
Afghanistan into the new 
Central Asian republics. 

On 5 September the TMiban 
overran the eastern city of Her- 
at. held by a Rabbani ally. Her- 
at’s warlord paid his militiamen 
only £3 a month, and they sur- 
rendered rather than fight the 
TMiban. Kabul may not fall so 
fast.Govemment troops are 
better paid, loyal and heavily 
armed. Past experience shows 
they have no qualms about fir- 
ing on Koran-wielding warriors. 





"All that is needed for the triumph 
0 f evil is that good men do nothing. 
Edmund Burke. 


there 


It would be nice if everyone who agreed with Edmund Burlces noble sentiment acruatty 
did something about it. Join Amnesty and you can help prisoners of conscience - people who 
imprisoned for their colour, sex, race, ethnic group, language, politics or 
religion - who have neither used or advocated violence. 

:t3n ^^warfatvo««l»eHe»eh.. joli>BS,» r -fa» doMBM«a 


0345 611116 . 


INTERNATIONAL WEEK 15 - 22 OCTOBER 


wi\t sn 



rsrv'V 

. -v 1 WZ 

~.V>— i 


RICHARD U OYD PARRY 

Tokyo 

After persuading the world to 
retreat into the private universe 
of the Walkman, Sony is going 
one step further it has dio*t{Y»H 
that it is branching out into the 
paranormal The Japanese cor- 
poration. the leading innovator 
in consumer electronics, admits 
it is researching into alternative 
medicine, spoon-bending. X-ray 
vision, telepathy and other 
forms of extra- sensory 

perception (ESP). 

The Sony ‘'Institute of Wis- 
dom” was founded in 1989 at 
the instigation of the company's 
founder, Masaharu Ibuka, and 
Akio Morita, its charismatic 
former chairman. The compa- 
ny believes it has proved the ex- 
istence of ESP, and is 
considering the possibility of 
machines that would enable us 
to communicate telcpathically 
- the Sony Spookman, as it is 
likely to be known. 

“Mr Ibuka and Mr Morita 
have long felt that there’s more 
to science and technology than 
what is repeatable, universal and 
objective,” a spokeswoman said. 
“Some people have foe ability 
to perceive beyond the five 
senses. This research is intend- 
ed to investigate how this 
happens and why." 

A sub-division of the Insti- 
tute, Extrasensory Perception 
Excitation Research (Esper), 
has worked with more than 
100 possessors of ESP Subjects 
were presented with two black 
plastic containers, one of them 
containing platinum, the other 
empty. Psychic individuals were 
able to “see” the platinum sev- 
en times out of 10. Much of the 
research focuses on the myste- 
rious spiritual energy known as 
fd, which forms the basis of a 
great deal of traditionM 
oriental medicine. 

The company has already 
devised one product, the Pulse 
Graph, based on a prototype de- 
veloped by a South Korean 
holistic doctor. It is claimed to 
have a 20 to 30 per cent success- 
rate in diagnosing diseases such 
as liver cancer. 
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Hungry children in a Nigerian slum, but life is ‘not too bad’ jp 


You can catch a glimpse of the 
slums from the motorways that 
bisect Lagos: clustered at the 
edge of a lagoon or spreading 
like a stain over waste ground, 
thousands of shacks with rusty 
roofs. But you do not really 
know what the slums are like 
until you are among the hous- 
es, a Nigerian friend said as we 
drove through town. 

I was invited to Amukoko by 
Sister Patricia Hoey, a petite 
Irish missionary nun who has 
been working in Nigeria for 
three decades. For the past few 
years she has been running a 
health clinic m the heart of 
Amukoko, which is built on re- 
claimed marshland. 

An estimated one million 
people live in Amukoko. They 
axe among the poorest in Lagos, 
but arc not the worst off: they 
have homes, some have jobs, 
they even have a couple of 
broken-down schools. 

When it rains, the canals and 
open drains overflow. The smell 
of sewage around the Medical 
Missionaries of Mary com- 
pound was strong but the nuns 
said they only noticed it when 
it got really hot. “These people 
wouldn't live here if they had 
anywhere else to go," said Sis- 
ter Patricia. “They come from 
every state in Nigeria and every 
country in West Africa. There’s 
not much of what you'd call ‘so- 
cial cohesion'. They’re drawn by 


the prospect of work and more 
are coming all the time.” 

It would make more sense if 
I were to meet some of the res- 
idents, she suggested. Yemi 
Akin time hin. a 33-year-old 
health worker who grew up 
here, would take me along on 
one of her home visits to a slum 
where people walked in mud, 
the roads were strewn with 
refuse and there were waist-high 
piles of rubbish. 


a shipping company,” said Mrs 
Nwokocha. “I take the kids to 
the nuns every morning for a 
meal. We eat again in the 
evening when my husband 
comes home ” 

Here is how their money 
works out: Mr Nwokocha earns 
2,000 naira a month (£16) Rent 
is 500 naira a month. So there 
is L5QQ naira for food, transport, 
medicines and other necessities. 
Mrs Nwokocha says she is hap- 


‘Sex is a commodity here’, said the 
Irish nun. "They sell their bodies 
to get their kids through school’ 


Josephine Nwokocha, the 
object of the visit lives in a room 
with her husband and six chil- 
dren. Linder the same roof, on 
either side of a dank corridor 
which runs the length of a typ- 
ical single-storey boarding 
house, are 21 other families. 
They share a single latrine. But 
the Nwokochas consider them- 
selves lucky: some families live 
a dozen to a small room. 

“Things aren't too bad be- 
cause my husband has a job with 


pier here than in her village in 
south-east Nigeria. 

All of her children are under 
six. She has a set of twins. I 
learnt later that die probably 
had to leave her village as twins 
are considered evil, unnatural, 
and their mothers are often cast 
out for witchcraft. 

“This child”, said Ms Altin - 
timehin, pointing to the baby at 
Mrs Nwokocha’s breast, “is not 
well and his legs are too thin to 
support him. In fact, all these 


kids are malnourished.” The sit- 
uation should improve, howev- 
er, when Mrs Nwokocha gets 
the market stall she has long 
coveted. She has been accept- 
ed into a scheme run by the 
nuns to set up women in petty 
trading: old dothes, bottles or 
simple foodstuffs. She will have 
to pay rent for her pitch. 

We mate our way through 
the smoke-filled corridor - 
same families are cooking on 
charcoal stoves - and into the 
mire of the street. Ms Akin- 
time hin points out the local 
sights: a school with no windows 
and 9,000 pupils and, not door, 
the Sambot Hotel, which is a 
brothel 

“Like everything else here, 
sex is a commodity”, said Sister 

Fatrida. A There’s lots of prosti- 
tution. Sometimes you couldn’t 
call it that. They sell their bod- 
ies to get kids through school” 

The nuns -two Nigerian and 
two Irish - run a leadership 
course which deals with every- 
thing from inter-personal to 
community relations. They try 
to encourage basic social analy- 
sis: why are the streets so filthy, 
how come no one makes an ef- 
fort to dean them, why is there 
no civic spirit? 

Does it improve thing s? Not 
much, they reply with a smile - 
not much. 



DAVID ORR Caring: Health worker Yemi Aklntunehin tends one of Josephine Nwokocha’s six children Photograph: David Orr 


An early 
Christmas box 
from Ford. 


Washington 
rally could 
stir radical 
black revival 



Fiesta LI 
LX 5 door 

Escort L6 
LX 5 door 

Mondeo L8 
LX 5 door 

Mileage 

12,000 pa 

12,000 pa 

12,000 pa 

Recommended Retail Price 

£8,610 

£11,995 

. £13,185 

Estimated On-The-Road Price 1 ’’ 

£9,215 

£12.600 

£13,790 

Deposit ($) 

20$ 

20$ 

20$ 

Deposit (£) 

£1,843 

£2,520 

1 •; £2,758 

Balance 

£7.372 

£10.080 

' £11032 

Total Charges for Credit* 1 

£1,755.18 

£2,393.95 

i £2.599.68 

Total Credit Price 

£10,970.18 

£14.993.95 

>£16,389.68 

1. 

Term (months) 

25 

25 

: 25 

Number of Monthly Payments 

24 

24 

J 24 

Monthly Payments 

£216 57 

£292.55 

f £323.97 

Optional Final Payment to Purchase 111 

£3.874 50 

£5.397.75 

[ . £5.801.40 

APR 

16.0* 

15.8* 

i 15.8$ . 

f. 

CHRISTMAS BOX CHEQUE 

£649.71 

£877.65 

\ £971.91 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

Next week’s Million Man 
March of black males is caus- 
ing apprehension among whites 
and uncertainty among African- 
Americans. One result, howev- 
er, seems surer a much bigger 
role in the country’s fraught civ- 
il rights debate far the march’s 
prime organiser, Louis Far- 
rakhan, leader of the Nation of 
Islam and de facto leader of the 
radical black movement 

Only a humiliatingly low 
turnout stands between Mr Far- 
rakhan and success. But even if 
the march fails to live precise- 
ly up to its name, charter plane 
and bus bookings across the 
country suggest it may top the 
250,000 who took part in Dr 
Martin Luther King s celebrat- 
ed March on Washington in 
1963 - and possibly the esti- 
mated 600JXXJ who attended the 
biggest anti-Vietnam Vfer rally 
here in November 1969. 

But the question which dom- 
inates the uneasy run-up to 
Monday's big event is another, 
whether the Farrakhan on show 
wifl be the militant of old, best 
known for snarling rhetoric, 
frequent anti-Semitism, and 
thinly veiled contempt for 
women’s and gay rights - or a 
leader capable of channelling 
black America’s grievances and 
frustrations to productive ends. 

Hence the ambivalence 
about the occasion, from the 
White House down. President 
Bill Clinton has no quarrel with 
many of Mr Earrakhan’s goals: 
to tackle black America’s crime, 
drugs and broken families head- 
on. Hie problem lies with the 
messenger, as Mike McCurry, 
the President’s spokesman 


made brutally clear, describing 
some of MrFarrakhan’s past 
statements as “bordering on the 
disgusting”. 

Pointedly, the White House 
has not given black staff the day 
off to attend. And as Washing- 
ton city officials braced for a day 
of massive disruption, aides 
yesterday let it be known that 
Mr Clinton plans a major 
speech on frayed US race rela- 
tions very soon, perhaps at a 
long-scheduled appearance in 
Dallas on Monday itself. 

And imponderables abound: 
Will the march remain faithful 
to its declared goal of '’atone- 
ment”, or will it turn into a gi- 
ant protest, birth of a new black 
militancy in the image of Mr 
Fiarrakhan? What will be the 
chemistry with the OJ Simpson 
affair? And, not least, who will 
attend? 

One person who definitely 
will not be there is General Col- 
in Powell, author and possible 
presidential candidate, who has 
pleaded previously scheduled 
engagements to promote his 
book. But his absence is hard- 
ly surprising: in political terms 
Mr Powell counts as a white, as 
a remarkable poll this week un- 
derlined. Among whites, Gen- 
eral Powell leads Mr Clinton 
54-37 in a theoretical presi- 
dential contest. Among blacks, 
Mr Clinton wins 68-25. 

Given the media frenzy that 
would ensue, speculation that 
the freshly acquitted OJ will 
show up seems excessive. More 
plausible is the presence of his 
chief defence attorney, Johnnie 
Cochran, the new hero of black 
America, who was wont to ar- 
rive at court in Los Angeles re- 
cently surrounded by Nation of 
Islam bodyguards. 


King ‘stole $350,000 
in Lloyds’ fraud’ 




Drive away a new Fiesta LX, Mondeo LX or Escort to 3 monthly payments! For more information, contact your 

Ghia, Si or LX model on Options between October 1st and Ford Dealer or ca!| 0800 111 222. It’s the only time you'll 

November 30th, and Ford will pay you a sum equal be able ts open the box and take the money. . 
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DAVID USBORNE 

NewKbfk 

Don King, the controversial 
promoter of heavyweight box- 
er Mike Tyson, is expected to 
take the stand in a New York 
court today to answer allega- 
tions that he stole $350,000. 
from Lloyds of London 'in a 
bogus insurance claim. / - 

Prosecutors have charged Mr 
King with nine counts of insur- 
ance fraud arising from a 1991 
fight featuring super lightw eig ht 
champion, Julio Cesar Chavez, 
j thatwas cancelled after (he box- 
er injured his nose in training, 
Bach count carries a maximum 
penalty of five years in jail and 
a fine of $250,000. 

Mr King is accused of 
paddmg his daim to Lloyds with 
an additional $350,000 in loss- 
es which prosecutors say were 
never actually incurred. US at- 
torney Paul Gardephe said “tins 
number was simply made up by 

Specifically, Mr King is ac- 
cused of doctoring the original 
contract documents signed with 
Lloyds to insert a nder pur- 



in court: Don Kh*fc th 
boxing promoter 

porting that Chavez was paid 
the $350,000 in the run-up to the 
fight, a high-winnings bout 
against Harold Brazier in Las 
Vegas, as a “non-refundubliT 
training fee. The prosecution 
has promised Chavez will tell 
the court that he never actual- 
ly received any such payment. 

Mr King was paid a total of 
$671,000 for the loss of the 
match. His defence has reject- 
ed the allegations and says that 
in any event the promoter had 
no responsibility for the day-to- 
day financial running of his 
empire. 




h 





tL* 

* 


:*>*# I 


- •* 
. . 


an 










i tap* r*.- •- . 

# flr*-^** li. 


I 

?■*■ -- 




f 9*P ' 

i£~ 

m * *■> • 

#**•- 



fir- 


ft'lb**** 


IMT p« 

i»'*w 

Ik#*'. .»*-- 


► :• • 

t *W ■•• 

4-*f**» 




•■: - 

Jr :. »■<■•’- 


i/Mh& "■ 




■W' ,.- 


Gilli a n Shephard has announced a new qualification for headteachers. Fran Abrams and Judith Judd examine a vital role 


Yes, headmaster, it’s all down to you 


T here is a word that aspirin* 
headteachers of fof 
Nineties should hold in their 
minds and repeat like a mantra 
m the interview room: vision. 

The first question will be: 
^Whal do you want to do for 
this school?” The required 
answer begins: “My vision for 
Gnndthorpe High ...” 

In the old days, a head- 
teacher was like a despot - 
sometimes enlightened, some- 
times not — in a small, inde- 
pendent state. Nowadays he — 
sometimes she, but usually not 
- is more like a football man- 
ager. Charisma, authority, even 


i, Hutton, 
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evangelism are essential quali- 
ties in the modern head. But if 
the school begins to slip down 
the league table, then his neck 
will be on the block. 

Yesterday Gillian Shephard 
put the role of the headteacher 
at the centre of her education 
policy. A good head, she said, 
was the key to a successful 
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person lofead Has popular .aind over-subscribed secondly 
school. • • ' 

Start date: 1 January 1996. ' 






! The successful appBcartwfi be abte to communicate wth 
chftdren, including those *$h behawtoural and learning 
j ■cBScuifes, parents and teachers. SAie wfll be running a 
Lauft»ssMt)uttlgfit^sfrifeh8dbus»ress > somaiagaTOntand 
SnandaNttumenis crucial. -Boundless energy is essential to 
'qopewflhaStMiourweek. , ~ 


nition would do much to raise 
standards in schools. Her plan 
for headteacher qualifications 
has won praise from across the 


shouWiVrdo' 


political spectrum - not least 
from Labour, which announced 


I as hea^eacher vfe 


from Labour, which announced 
an identical scheme four 
months ago. 

But why is a head's role so 
important? As Mbs Shephard 
said, no enterprise can succeed 
without leadership, and 
research has shown time and 
time again that it is vital in edu- 
cation. A good headteacher 
inspires and motivates staff and 
pupils while keeping a firm eye 
on the school’s ultimate goal: 
raising standards. School 
inspectors have found a strong 
link between faffing schools 
and weak leadership. 

The Government has 
already launched Headlamp, a 
scheme under which new heads 
are given £2^00 to spend on 
the training of their choice. 
They may learn financial man- 
agement, crisis management 
and the management of 
chan g e, the curriculum and 
pastoral matters. 

Such training has been on 
offer for 20 years but it has been 
patchy. Heads have attended 
courses at management centres 
and those organised by the 
Industrial Society. Some have 
even done MBAs to prove their 
management absfitie& 

Armed with these skills, new 
recruits must retnro to school 
to win over their staff. A prime 
example of vision and charisma 
going awry was set by Michael 
Clark, employed to improve 
Wandsworth’s failing Battersea 
Technology College- Nothing if 
not evangelical, he departed in 
January after alienating staff by 


.Iflstoh andlnragbTatkM w$ be needed to steer the school . 
through iyjeriod of changeTnto the 21st century. The right 
•tfetSon vffl be Weflectuaff/ dynamic, computer Bfeerateandmayi 
-nave prwfcxs experience in raman resources. Applicants with J 

dhwstere degree or. an MBA be favoured. S/he win need M 

impressive jntapersonalskffis to operate on the interface of 
[ aCnoot and comrnunfty. 
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Jony Mooney, head of. 
Raffish, John Major's - 
old school) 

Thence, sense of humour 
and an understandngof 
people. The? must keep up 
trydateks de^opmerds in ~ 
^acftirigandipusttaikiD / 
feacheis axl encour^e ' 
them in vrfiat they're 
doingi He or she must be . . 
acrttical tiencL . 


Peter HuBah, head of 
Chetfiam's School of 
Music, Manchester •. 

Someone who likes •. 
people acid realises they, 
are his Neatest resource. 
-;V^» is good at 'listening 
and understanding that 
people |^am trem their . 
mistakes..' 


and learning. Five years ago it A personal touch is impor- 
wontt hate been unusual for a taut - something, according to 
head to spend time watching Professor Michael Barber of 
staff worit, but inspections and London's Institute of Educa- 
appraisals have chained thaL fen, that women heads disrfay 
Nowthedassroom door is never more than men. One head he 
realty dosed. met sent a card to every former 

But bring a headteacher is member of staff on their first 
not just about leading -it is also day in a newjob, saying: “Good 
about inspiring. Here another luck and thanks far everything 
fashionable word comes into you did for us.” 
play: empowerment The best “People remember that kind 
headteachers make their staff of thing- it realty matters,” he 
feel that they can have ideas of says. 

their own and that if they take Being a bead is not only 
calculated risks they will receive about cards, however. There 
support will be hard decisions to make. 


for him or against him. 

The successful head will set 
an example to the school. Above 
all, he or she must be able to 
focus strongly on what m a tt e r s 
most: on standards of teaching 


While the teachers will mutter 
in the staff room about one of 
their number who is lazy and 
incompetent, they wdl unite 
against the head who tries to 
have him or her replaced. 

The first year or so iwill fty by 
in a whirl of new initiatives. 
While these wiD be in place by 
foe second year, few improve- 
ments may yet be visible. This is 
the time when a good head- 
teacher keeps faith, and con- 
stanttyteDs the rest of the school: 
“It wiD work. Give it time ." It 
would be a very strong head, not 
to say a foolish one, who never 


The staff will not be the only 
ones whose spirits need bol- 
stering from time to time. In 
1993 the Government gave 
school governors the role and 
duties of employers, and hence 


Diary 


JOHN WALSH 



“This bewitching muKiroecfia axpertoce," is how Vngin Records 
describes the new CD-rom version of the Rolling Stones Voodoo Lounge 
album, available soon. And it’s true, up to a pomt This clever device lets you 
imagine you’re in the computerised corridors of a Lomsiaiia manszon, 
wandering through a dozen marmoreal rooms whose waD-pamtmgs buret into 
life at the click ofa mouse, wandering past a couple of 
of grooving “scenesters” and young women m flLfi^frwJ^jvl^tracte 

lavaba where Mick Jagger can be found by the sink mstroctmg a _ freezing 
beauty about the importance of wearing warm clothing. Beyond fom th ere are 
S^aSdes with tfed^s shut Surety they cantbe made ^P r ^^ cn ’ 

seems, is not quite dead, even among elderfy rockers. 


Pipeline, the book-distribution 
company, who wandered in wearing 
an anorak. It was, need I say. the only 
anorak to have passed through the 
portals of Vognc House in many a 
long year. Fashion writers fainted. 
Style advisers turned pale. But all 
attempts to divest him of this 
unspeakable garment were thwarted. 
“My T-shirt,” he explained to Cond£ 
Nasfs fragrant (and aghast) 
promotions diva, “is covered in rude 
words.” 




heavyweight Yanks’ agents, Ed Victor 
and Abner.Stein, prowled about like 


Half: not In these cubicles 
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was the rakishly dent£ 


-nSSSssSe 


book or anninai — - - 

k»M££S»“ 


NicfcSwe. the cadaverous. British 
singer to be found romancing Kyhe 
Minogue on the upper slopes of the 
nation’s pop charts, was given a brisk 
i rrtcrature by 


she recommenoea 

The Moonstone, 1868.) A brace of 


Ofl-auty assassins, a caanomm-iuui 
of kwelies from the Smithy's ^amour 
agouy flicked their hair and prevailed 
upon the sleepy-eyed but gamely 
seductive Mr Mosley to sagn then- 

reminisced about Ins ebullient and 
shockingly maligned predecessor, 
Michael VerMeulen, while a 
gatecrashing suit from the rival 
Esquire complained loudly about the 
iniquity of McKinnon’s appointment, 

faffing to mention that be had himself 

applied far the job. 

The evening’s most remarkable 
ri ght was that of Mr Mosley’s 
companion, a New Yoit performance 
poet called Stormy^ Webber (possibty 
not her real name), a. vision in combat 
boots, nose-ring ami half-shaved, hatf- 
drcadtockfid baznel. Some way into 
the party, she subsided to the floor 
with oashed-out, Baudelairean 

degahee and deflected afl attempte to 

raise her by the words, “It*sOK-I 
' am highly elestuf. The only sight to 
mar the p ro cee dings was that of a 
chap from the buying department or 


Ifer be it from me to speak ill of the 
dead, hut the obituaries of Lord 
Home of the Hirsel seem to have left 
out a detail or two. “IT be had any 
I enemies, or even a detractor, they 
would be extremely hard to find,” 
wrote Lord Whitelaw in these pages. 
Not all that £u; it seems. Readers of 
Anthony Sampson’s Anatomy of 
Britan Now may recall what a rough 
ride Sir Alec (as he then was) was 
given by parliamen tarians and ez-FO 
colleagues invited to contribute to the 
j book, published in 1965, a year after 
Home had lost the general election to 
Harold WHson. Sampson recalls the 
shock to cabinet crileagnes when Sir 

i Alec became PM and quotes one 
minister as saying: “It will pot the 
Toiy party back by 20 years. His views 
on Africa are semi-Portuguese.” 
Sampson himself recalls the great 
man’s “embarrassing cliches about 
| Afri cans never having discovered the 
j wheel”. But of course political 
memories can be ray selective. 
i Taesdafs Deify Mirror, for instance, 
spoke in hushed tones about “the last 

of the great Tory gentlemen" and 

praised his “quiet dignity”. This 
! wouldn’t be the same AGmw; would It, 
which greeted his rise to Foreign 
Secretary, in I960, as “the most 
reckless po litical appointment since 
i the Emperor Caligula made his horse 
I a consul” ...? 


Coward: a serious omission? 


to be Coward’s last lover and that he is 
appalled by the lack of recognition of 

this interesting fact “Why ... is there 
complete silence over this affair,” he 
demands to know, “and not a single 
reference to Thornton in Philip 
Hoare’s new biography of Coward? ... 
Have the lawyers been at work, or is 
the gentleman concerned overcome by 
sudden shyness?” For a biographer to 
leave out his subject's dernier 
banquette is dearly a serious omission. 
Over to Philip Hoare: “My God, how 
boring my book would have been if I'd 
trolled out all the Thorntons of this 
world. Noel had numerous brief 
encounters. It’s sad that what was 
probably a one-night stand for No£i, 
one he probably forgot the following 
week, should be a lifetime's 
resentment for poor Mr Thornton.” 
Chaps, please. 


Hell Hath No Ftary Dept. The 
publication in November of Philip 
Hoare’s biography of NoSl Coward 
has prompted the nnusual spectacle erf 
a.skeleton demanding to be let ont of 
the cupboard. A writer called Michael 
Thornton wrote on Monday to Gay 
Times, to say that he is widely known 


An early contender for the title of 
Most Emetic Invention of the Autumn 
is the “Singing Santa”, which will 
shortly he appearing In a department 
store near you. This rdnihatne 
device is powered by a vuice-and- 
mnric silicon chip which is activated 
by anyone walking past it- According 
to NeO Sutton, a columnist on the 
exceHent Electrical Bene*, who has 
clapped eyes on the prototype, the 
Singing Santa resembles “a twinkle- 
eyed, simpering, elderly pederast” 
and hursts into a few cheerful bars of 
“We WishTSw a Merry Christmas” 
when anyone goes bgt I foresee an 
unprecedented number of courts 
delivering verdicts of justifiable 
homicide (“The cause of death, mTud, 
was a blow from a piece of (tying 
plaster") come January 


ye«- y 



Chris Wood head, Her 
Majesty’s chief 
inspector of schools 

A vision of the cumculum 
and a teal persona) sense 
of appropriate standards. 
The strength of personality 
and interpersonal skills 
needed to engage with 
teachers in raising 
standards. The drive to 
plan programmes of 
improvement and a sense 
of humour. 
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Louise Woolcock, first 
female joint head of 
school at Rugby 

They need to be aware 
that their students are 
under pressures of 
academic work and 
extra-curricular activities. 
They should be 
approachable and should 
be good at promoting 
the school to present 
and prospective parents. 


but noil 
teacher 



David Blunkett, 
shadow education 
secretary 

A good headteacher has 
the skills of a leader, 
combined with an 
understanding of the 
feelings of an angry 
parent 


Ralph UHman, head of 
Wellingborough College 

Someone with a clear 
sense of direction who is 
good at persuading otter 
people that the things you 
want them to do are the 
things they want to do. 


Dr John Moore, head of 
King's School, 
Worcester 

The ability to listen. To 
take decisions and to 
cope with the totally 
unexpected. 


had doubts. But the key to suc- 
cess is never to show them. 


they now play a much bigger 
part in the running of the 
school than they used to. While 
some heads can wrap thdr gov- 
ernors round their fingers, oth- 
ers have more trouble. The 
Secondary Heads Association 
takes about six calls a day from 
headteachers worried about 


their relations with their gov- 
erning body. 

Heads today must perform a 
delicate balancing act at all 
times between the demands of 
staff, pupils, parents and gov- 
ernors. The demands of their 
spouses and children will gen- 
erally take fifth and sixth place 
in their attentions - the job usu- 
ally begins at around 7.45am 
and continues unto nine or 10 
at night, when the governors’ 
meeting, parents’ evening or 
school play finishes. 

And although many head- 
teachers talk of the occasional 


joys the job brings- the success 
of an initially unpromising 
pupil, the school production 
which goes without a hitch - 
more dwell upon its stresses and 
strains. Most heads now are 
appointed in their late thirties 
or early forties, and an increas- 
ing number are taking early 
retirement in their fifties on 
health grounds. Some of those 
who go are victims of “football 
manager syndrome", people’s 
tendency to seek a scapegoat 

when things go wrong, but many 
have genuinely fallen iD through 
overwork. 


So what can we do to make 
sure that good headteachers ge: 
even better? How can we give 
bad heads the kick-start ihej 
need to improve? 

Yes. Mis Shephard's courses 
will help aspiring heads to take 
advantage of training, but iht 
profession is divided ahou: 
them. While all welcome the 
principle that would-be head- 
should be better trained, somt. 
warn of the danger of expect- 
ing certificates from ail. Gov- 
ernors could be lulled into r- 
false sense of security, believing 
that any candidate with thl 
qualification is fit to be a head 
some say. Bui others believe it 
wfll be a starling point', without 
it, a deputy head will not ever 
start down the rocky road tc 
successful headship. 

But the crunch time for 
many heads comes six or sever, 
years after taking up a post. B> 
this lime the impetus of (hose 
first new initiatives has hegur 
to slacken, and the flow oi 
ideas may be becoming a little 
sluggish. Professor Barber sug- 
gests sabbaticals, which route 
allow them to refresh theii 
ideas and to take a brent hei 
from the daily grind in school 

Olsted, the schools inspec- 
tion body, is already offering 
primary school headteacher 
the chance to spend a year or 
attachment to its teams ot 
inspectors. This is certainly one 
way in which a head can pick up 
new ideas and judge his or her 
school's performance against 
that of others, although there 
are questions to be raised about 
whether it does anything for the 
quality of school inspections. 

Another new initiative being 
mooted in London could also 
help. A group of heads is plan- 
ning to set up an English versior 
of the Principal Center at Har- 
vard, in the United Stales, where 
heads can meet, take in-service 
courses and discuss the latest 
issues. Such networks could 
form a useful service: headship 
can be a lonely business. 

While Labour and the Con- 
servatives want training for 
heads. Labour also wants tc 
provide more back-up. Under 
Labour, “super-teachers" would 
have leadership skills but would 
also provide an example ol 
excellence in (he staff room. 
And with better training for gov- 
ernors, the post of foe head 
could become less arduous. 

But there is a harder fact that 
most new heads must face: 
some of them will fail. And for 
those who do not recognise 
their own unsuitability and 
leave, there must be mecha- 
nisms to ease the passage out 
of office. 

As one American commen- 
tator pul it recently: “Tfen years 
ago if I had a vision they would 
have locked me up. Now I can't 
get a job without one." Nor, in 
the brave new educational 
world of foe Nineties, would he 
be able to keep one. 
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Let the children 
sing and squawk 


A nyone who has ever stopped to chat 
to an American or Australian tourist 
wiD agree that they are generally more artic- 
ulate than their fellow English speakers, the 

Brits. But there is a big difference between 
promoting confident oral performance 
and suffocating regional accents with the 
Queen's English. Yesterday the Education 
Secretary, Gillian Shephard, announced a 
Campaign for the Better Use of the Eng- 
lish Language which sadly sounded more 
like the latter than the former. 

It will be incredibly diffi cult to award a 
grade for spoken English in a GCSE while 
still accommodating regional accents and 
variations in spoken grammar. And even 
if (he examiners are experts in a particu- 
lar local dialect, how will they cope with 
the lynesider who moved to East London 
at the age of eight, or the Liverpudlian 
whose parents come from Devon? There 
is good reason for children learning to 
read and write a standard English, but that 
should not stop them using in conversa- 
tion the beautiful and various words, 
phrases and grammatical structures that 
have persisted in different parts of the 
country over the centuries. Teach them to 
speak in a particular way. and you will 
inevitably undermine that rich diversity. 

Quite apart from the sacrilege of trying 
to standardise a conversational language, 
there is a serious problem about which 
regional accent is branded as ‘‘official". As 
always it will be the Queen's English - a 
particular London variation of the Eng- 
lish of the Middle Ages that just happened 
to become the dialect of the upper classes. 
So the children of the Home Counties' 
middle classes will not find it too difficult 
to adapt their speaking habits, while their 
cockney and scouse class-mates will be at 
an immediate disadvantage. 


Mis Shephard is absolutely right that 
communication “by grunt" or by fluster or 
stammer or mutter or any other such mani- 
festation of the nervous Brit is just not good 
enough. But the British oral problem is not 
one <n grammar, it is one of confidence and 
practice. The advantage the Americans 
have is not that they are taught a strict spo- 
ken grammar, nor that they have regional 
accents drummed out of them; it is that the 
whole of their culture teaches them to 
speak out and keep talking, while their 
British counterparts are expected to be 
seen and not heard. Compare the “show 
and tell” scenes in American school films 
or Snoopy cartoons with the "what I did 
on my holiday'’ essays that En g li s h children 
rarely even get to read aloud. 

The same is true of teaching British 
children foreign languages. Having learnt 
countless rules of grammar an d written 
vocabulary, they pass their GCSEs still too 

inhibited to ebat in French or German. 
Not so their European counterparts. 

The Campaign for Better Use of the 
En glish Language is being chaired by the 
news reader Trevor MacDonald. Surely 
\fenessa Feiz, the daytime chat show host, 
would be a better role model? We should 
be looking to encourage people to express 
themselves and communicate with confid- 
ence, not to read dearly from an autocue. 

Mis Shephard should abandon any p lan 
to test spoken English in the GCSE. It 
would inevitably become a test either of elo- 
cution or bravado. Making children self- 
conscious about the phrases or the inton- 
ation they use would only inhibit them 
further. Instead, they should be encouraged 
to talk in front of their classmates. Less 
Henry Higgins elocution lessons, and more 
Eliza Doolittle singing and squawking with 
confidence in her native cockney. 


A league table 
too far 


F or the thousands of anxious couples 
struggling to negotiate the compli- 
cated procedures of in-vitro fertilisation, 
yesterday’s Patient’s Guide published by 
the Human Fertilisation and Embryology 
Authority will be very welcome. But the 
statistical league table of clinics that 
accompanies the guide should carry a 
health warning. 

In-vitro fertilisation is generally the last 
resort for desperate couples who have 
tried every other means to have a child. 
Few would-be parents are medical experts 
and they are almost bound to be baffled 
by the battery of medical explanations and 
treatments that are offered them. Then 
there's the problem of where to go: the 
worry that the clinic down the road with 
the shorter waiting lists and lower prices 
may not be as good as the hospital in the 
city 50 miles away. The success rate in 
terms of babies per 1VF treatment varies 
from nil to 20 per cent depending on 
which clinic you go to. The Patient’s 
Guide is a welcome aid to help couples 
through the confusion. 

But if information is to help couples or 
to provide an incentive for bad clinics to 
improve then it cannot be misleading. 
And that is where the HFEA report fails . 
It gives a figure for the "live birth rate" 
- the Dumber of births for every treatment 
attempted - for every hospital. It sup- 
posedly takes into account both differ- 
ences among the women treated and the 
fertility problems that are tackled in each 
clinic. If one hospital specialises in pre- 
dominantly older women who have less 


chance of getting pregnant than their 
younger counterparts, the hospital success 
rate will be adjusted to take that into 
account. 

There are three main problems. First, 
the number of patients treated in one- 
third of the clinics is simply too small to 
be statistically meaningful. The Chfltem 
Fertility Unit, for example, only treated 
40 couples. Second, the fact that in such 
a fast-moving area patients depend on 
tables that are already two years old (the 
latest figures are for 1993) must render 
them of limited value. Finally, it is virtu- 
ally impossible to include every important 
difference between hospital treatments, 
especially as the better clinics are con- 
stantly innovating. Certain forms of 
genetic screening of embryos, for exam- 
ple, reduce the chance of a successful 
pregnancy because some of the embryos 
have to be destroyed On the other hand, 
they do increase the chance of bearing a 
healthy child It would not be sensible if 
hospitals felt pressured to give up genetic 
screening in order to boost their “live 
birth rate" and so their position in the 
league table. 

Tb be fair to the HFEA, it does say 
clearly that the league tables should not 
be used as the only guide to choosing a 
fertility treatment centre. But when infor- 
mation is so powerful and so vital to those 
dependent on it, the purveyors of the facts 
and figures have an even greater respon- 
sibility. Publishing the information is a 
good idea, but the comparisons need to 
be handled with considerable caution. 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Michael Horovitz 


Poetry’s enter-prize culture 


T> ig money awards for poetry competi- 
D lions have proliferated in recent years. 
So has the hard-selling of poetry books and 
of spurious "new generations" by means 
of xnegahype banalities such as "poetry is 
the new rock'n’roll". The brash lies of mon- 
evspeak, like the careerist incentives of the 
(so-called) enterprise (so-called) culture 
jingle against the grain of the sullen art. 

Today is National Poetry Day, and 
tonight the winners of one of the biggest 
set of money awards, the Forward Poetry 
Prizes, will 'be announced. Meanwhile, 
carefully nurtured poetry lists are axed 
overnight: profit-fixated marketing rules. 

Most competitions print the amounts 
of their money prizes in much bigger and 
bolder type than anything else, to entice 
large numbers of fortune-hunters, as 
apposed to the smaller numbers likely to 
be trying to write honest-to-goodness 
poetry for its own sake. 

Poetry is not the new rock’n’roll Poetry 

folk musk^aud still infuses the^^rock, 
punk and rap. Exactly 30 years ago, before 
pop concerts hit bingo, a co-operative of 
16 beat, jazz and sound poets headed by 
Allen Ginsberg filled London’s Albert Hall 
to overflowing. Without this continuum of 
poetic voices and visions, Ginsberg's dis- 
ciple Bob Dylan would never have re- 
claimed folksong from the shadows or 
shouted lines like: “While money doesn't 
talk, il swears/Obscenity who really cares/ 
propaganda all is phoney." 

Money prizes are directed at the big- 
time and the headlines, whereas art and 


literature are news that stays news bec ause 
of the intrinsic richness of their forms and 
oontenL The danger is that national poetry 
prizes and days will reinforce empty mon- 
etarism and narrow little F.nglandfcm. As 
official literary administrations seem ever 
more careerist, materialistic and insular, 
the Royal Albert Hall is being restored as 
a Temple of the Muses. Next Monday sees 
the “Return of the Refoigotten" (Gins- 
berg, Zephaniah, Soriey MacLean, Bren- 
dan Keonelly, Anne Wbldman er at). And 
on 7 July next year well celebrate the 
“Fast /ntemational Poetry Day" . 

Keats thought poems should grow “as 
naturally as the leaves to a tree”, not as 
credits to a CV. In 1990 Sir Geoffrey Howe 
said: “Eveiy time you smg ffensalem’, with 
its dark saxanic mills clouding the green 
and pleasant land, you are reinforcing an 
anti-manufacturing prejudice". Not a prej- 
udice - just a co mmi tment to the planet 
and to the integrity of inner directions 
that’s every true poet's birthright. 

The beautiful truths of Keats and 
Blake loqg outlive the corruptions and 
destructions manufactured by the likes of 
Thatcher and Howe. Let’s put the 
overblown dre ams and fabrications of 
Loadsamoney aadc and look again to the 
harder incentives of Jerusakm-building - 
to fulfil human dad imaginative potential 
worldwide: from each according to their 
ability, to each according to their need. 

The writer is author of Wordsoimds & 
Sightlines: New & Selected Poems', Sinclair- 

Stevenson, £6.99. 





Recruiting Young Conservatives 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Howarth’s accurate assessment 


From The Rt Rev Edward 
Holland 

Sir Can the Government not 
understand that many of us share 
Alan Howarth’s unhappiness 
with present policies? We do not 
want the tax cuts but, rather, wish 
to see taxes used well to streng- 
then the health service, educa- 
tion, investment in business, and 
the reduction of unemployment. 

The Government underesti- 
mates us when it offers us the car- 
rot of cuts in taxation. We are 
concerned for the health of our 
country and the future and wish 
to see tiie infrastructure strength- 
ened and improved. 

Anyone can see the effect on 
schools, hospitals, those in need 
of care, even prisons, the armed 
forces and the arts. And the Lot- 
tery cannot be the answer to all 
these problems! Many of us 
would be glad to see a policy of 
increased taxation if the money 
were well used. 

Yours faithfully, 
f Edward Holland 
(Bishop of Colchester) 
Colchester, Essex 
10 October 

From Dr Peter South 
Sir Andrew Marr asserts (“Must 
Major drown in dirty blue 
water?”, 10 October) that "it is 
hard to argue that Major is a 
harsh, punitive, indecent or 
immoral politician as compared 
with Margaret Thatcher, whom 
Howarth happily supported”. 
However, Margaret Thatcher, 
powerful leader that she was, 
had to push her radical policies 
against the arguments of a vocal 
and articulate array of moderates 
such as Howe, Hurd, Darke and 
the two Pattens, who were less 
easily scuttled than the aptly 
named “wets". 

In comparison, John Major, 
although a decent man, is up 
against a formidable group of 
right-wingers, such as Portillo, 
Redwood, Itifley and the loyal, 
■ipectable Howard, who are 
[fy conscious of their relative 
power. He is the nice lad who is 
impressionable and has fallen in 
with the wrong crowd. 


This, perhaps, was the true 
comparison Alan Howarth had to 
make before deciding to leave the 
party in which he bad served as 

a minis ter. 

Yours truly, 

Peter South 
F rittenden, Kent 
10 October 

From Mr Robin Alexander 
Sir I find the description of John 
Major by Andrew Marr and other 
commentators as a “decent man 
incomprehensible. He is answer- 
able for, inter alia, the vicious job- 
seeker's allowance, the cot in 
income support help for mort- 
gage payers and the consequent 
increase in homelessness, the 
anti-democratic Criminal Justice 
Act, the Asylum and Immigration 
Bill, the sackings of hundreds of 
teachers, the planned closure of 
Bart's hospital - die oldest pub- 
lic hospital in the world -and the 
general wrecking of parts of the 
NHS. The list of the depravities 
petpetrated by his ministers for 
winch he must take ultimate 
responsibility is endless. Some 
decency. 

Yours faithfully, 

Robin Alexander 
London. WC1 
10 October 

From Mr Simon James 
Sir. So, Alan Howarth, MP, until 
recently a member of the far right 
No Turning Back group, has 
joined the Labour Party, saying 
his views have not changed. Does 
this not show that a “new" 
Labour government would just 
be an old Tbiy one? 

Yours faithfully, 

Simon James 
London, SW17 
10 October 

From Mr Antony Boose 
Sir TUfckmg up to the early morn- 
ing news on my radio alarm, I 
could have sworn I heard that 
Michael Howard had defected to 
the Labour Party. If only. 

Yours sincerely. 

Antony Boase 
Woodditton, Cambridgeshire 
8 October 


Verdicts on the 
legal profession 

From Mr Nicholas Dmycott 
Sir In your letters section “Bal- 
ancing solicitors’ needs and 
ctients’ rights” (9 October) Mar- 
tin Meais, the new Law Society 
president, is berated for his angry 
response to the Which? report 
about poor legal advice. 

For all his obvious faults, Mr 
Mears should at least be given 
credit for unashamedly admitting 
that the function of the Law 
Society is (and in truth always has 


From Ms Nicola Jayne Enston 
Sir It is admirable that certain 
eminent barristers are prepared 
to undertake work for no fee in 
response to Tony Blair’s plea for 
lawyers to improve citizens' 
access to justice. Unfortunate 
legal aid is scarce and it is 
to become something of a rarity 
if the proposals contained in the 
Green Paper Legal Aid - Target- 
ing Need are implemented. 

Nevertheless, it is unfair to 
Expect lawyers to resolve the 
problems of inadequate govern- 
ment funding, by urging them 
'freely to donate their profes- 


been) to uphold and protect "-sional services. It should not be 
solicitors’ interests. This refresh- _ forgotten that many experienced 
ing honesty should obviate those - and inexperienced barristers 
nanseatingiy hypocritical debates $ already nndertakepo bow work 


between the Law Society and the .? on a regular basis throughout 
Bar, where diametrically opposed x organisations such as the free 
views are paraded as being “in j Representation Unit 
the public interest" 7 . * It is time that misconceptions 

Equally, given tins pragmatic \ about lawyers being affluent, 
approach, Tbny Blair's assump-c extravagant and selfish were cor- 
don that the legal profession- reeled, when the reality is some- 
— i a w-> prevailed upon to* what different 


could be 

undertake some free’ workf 
exposes Blair as a naive sentP 
mentafet and raises doubts aboui 
his judgement and comrootf 
sense. * 

Yours faithfully, i 

Nicholas Draycott 

am, Oxfordshire t 
October 


Sydenhs 

luOcto 


It wili be interesting to see if 
doctors and surgeons are 
approached in the same way and 
asked to treat patients on a pro 
bono baste to improve access to 
health care. 

Yours- sincerely, 

Nicola Jayne Enston - 
Cotwyn Bay, Cfrvyd 


Good opportunities for black Britons 


From Mr Geoffrey Tam 
Sin The admiration you rightly 
feel for General Colin Powell 

of social andratial realities 
from the promised land", 10 
October). It is a myth that social 
mobility is sluggish in this coun- 
try and buoyant in the US. The 
rate of sodal mobility, ie the 
changes in socio-economic status 
of one generation of people when 
compared with their parents’ - 
has been approximately 30 per 
cent in nearly all developed coun- 
tries, including Britain and the 
US, since before , the Second 
World War.. ■„ ' . T ' ; ■ 

Moreover, the US now'- has, 
according to the -OECD; the 
smallest middle class, as a pro- 
portion of the total population, of 
any developed nation. This 
reflects the fact that just 1 per 
cent of Americans own 40 per 
cent of the wealth. Britain’s top 
1 percent, by way of comparison, 
owns 18 per cent of the national 
wealth. On current trends, the 
US could end up a generation 
from now with a socio-economic 
profile more closely resembling 
that of a Third World nation than 
anything most people associate 
with an industrialised country. 

Nor can 1 share your enthusi- 
asm for Clarence Thomas. Mil- 
lions of Americans believe be 
perjured himself to get on to the 
Supreme Court. The circum- 
stances surrounding Thomas's 


appointment, includmg George 
Bush's ludicrous claim that he 
was “the best qualified person in 
America” combined tragedy and 
farce. An example to shame the 
British people? Perhaps not. 

You also forget those black 
immigrants who have succeeded 
here, such as Lord Pitt, who 
arrived with nothing but ability 
and a commitment to public ser- 
vice, only to conclude his career 
in the House of Lords and as a 
widely admired member of one of 
the most exclusive British dubsof 
&E, the Great and the Good. 
General Powell's assertion that 
sergeant-major was the most be 
could have expected to become 
had hte parents boarded a ship 
beading for Southampton under- 
estimates both his own talents 
and this country’s. 

Yours faithfully, 

Geoffrey Perret 
Beverley, Humberside 
10 October 

From Mr Michael Gottlieb 
Sin What point exactly are you 
making in your leading article? 
Are you saying that blacks are not 
in senior positions in the Army, 
politics or industry because of con- 
scious and un conscious discrimi- 
nation on the part of employers? 

If so,_ you are mistaken. No 
doubt discrimination goes on in 
Britain, as it does the world over, 
but you seem to be implying that 
it is on such a wholesale level as 


to ensure that blacks do not even 
get a look-in. 

A number of my friends, who 
head up leading national and 
international firms, tell me that 
the reason why no more than a 
small number of blacks are in 
senior jobs is simply that they do 
not apply. The stalls shortage, at 
senior as well as junior levels, is 
so acute that I cannot believe 
there is any other reason. 

Businessmen are 'extremely 
practical people. 1 happen to 
employ one black manager, 
responsible for one of my restaur- 
ants with a £3jjm turnover. So 
what! I am effectively colour- 
blind andwould employ as many 
good people, regardless of their 
colour, as I could find. However, 


I cannot go out and deliberately 
find them. 

As an American who has lived 
here since 1970, 1 am convinced 
that there are proportionately as 
many openings for blacks in 
Britain as in the US. Perhaps un- 
conscious preconceptions pre- 
vent them from seeing the oppor- 
tunities that are there for them to 
grab. 

The door is open, ! assure you: 
if only they would believe it. 
Yours sincerely, 

Michael Gottlieb 
Proprietor 

Smolleosky’s Restaurants 
London, WC2 
10 October 


Identifying the fascist mentality 


From Mr John Doheny 
Sir: Felipe Fenian dez-Armesto 
(Essay, 9 October) is right Fascism 
is too complex a monster to be 
amenable to hair-splitting defini- 
tion. Why? Partly because histori- 
ans habitually identify fascism with 
extreme right-wing ideologies. 

Looked at from a purely psy- 
chological perspective, fascism 
is first and foremost a state of 
mind that readily adapts itself not 
only to the far right, but also to 
an endless spectrum of political 
and religious belief systems, 
including Communism, Islam 
and Christianity. 

Stalin, despite his Communist 
credentials, was a fascist dictator 
differing little from Hitler. He 
meets all of Felipe Fernandez- 
Armesto's defining criteria: he 
put the group before the indi- 
vidual, order before freedom, 
cohesion before diversity, 

revenge before reconciliation, 
retribution before compassion, 
the supremacy of the strong 
before the defence of the weak. 

The institutionalisation of the 
fascist mentality marks the tran- 
sition of primitive Christianity 
into Roman Catholicism so that 
the persecuting popes can be 
lined up beside Hitler and Stalin. 
Khomeini likewise. He, like his 


illustrious European counter- 
parts, was driven by what may be 
described as a purification com- 
pulsion. Hte sanitisin g crusade 
was launched to purge Islam of 
all who resisted the spread of his 
own idiosyncratic brand of 
Sbffsm; Stalin launched pogroms 
against any who might pollute his 
paranoid notions about the 
nature of Soviet Communism; 
the persecuting popes instigated 
their orgy of doctrinal cleansing 
by burning heretics; we don’t 
need to be reminded how assid- 
uously Hitler’s most ardent dis- 
ciples implemented hte policy of 


‘ethnic 

The point is this: fascism wifl 

not - indeed cannot - even be gin 
to make sense until we strip it of 
all political and religious conno- 
tations and begin to see it for 
what it initially is - a state of mind 
searching for an ideology. 

Yours sincerely, 

John Doheny 
Cult Research International 
London, N8 
10 October 

From Mr Julian Smith 
Sir: FelipeFe man dez-Armesto 
asserts in his commendable arti- 
cle on fascism that “exponents of 
the selfish gene seem to vindicate 


Hitler’s divine commandment, 
thou shalt preserve the species", 
asan example of how "modern 
science has confronted us with a 
nakedly amoral and aggressive 
natural world”. 

While h may be true that some 
scientific analyses of nature do 
rightly underline this ruthless, 
relentless process, I don’t think 
that the scientists themselves can 
be blamed - unless, of course, 
their science is informed by fas- 
cist opinions. The “selfish gene” 
hypothesis of Richard Dawkins is 
based on the author’s belief that 
yes, it is a cruel world, the weak 
will go to the wall, and the 
strongest will take the power, 
unless moral human beings take 
steps to prevent this. Fascism in 
all its forms is therefore some- 
thing that proponents of the 
“selfish gene", or at least its orig- 
inator, are implicitly and implaca- 
bly opposed to. 

Science and scientists are no 
more or less of a threat to free- 
dom than tiiey ever have been. 
Yes, scientific endeavours must 
be monitored and policed to 
ovoid the occasional disaster. But 
scientists haw yet to become the 
new SS. 

Yours faithfully, 

Julian Smith 
London, W3 
9 October 







Prostitution facts 

From Ms Maggie O'Neill 
Sir. Angela Lambert (“Keep out 
This is a private view", 26 Sep- 
tember) reports mistakenly that 
I believe. that “one man in 10 
visits a prostitute". There is no 
reliable data in Britain to pro- 
duce this kind of generalisation. 
When asked by Ms Lambert 
about clients, I did suggest that 
she talk to a project based in the 
West Midlands, where this figure 
had been extrapolated from num- 
bers of contacts women had had 
with dfcaoteovera certain period. 
As a professional researcher and 


y 


sociologist, I am not in the busi- 
ness of believing generalisations 
without reliable data. 

Also, I have not been “collect- 
ing information on prostitutes 
snee 1993”. However, I have 

engaged mreseaidiing pros- 
it 00 as a cultural practice since 

1990, and 1 have been engaged in 

action research, often with women 
and young people who are work- 
mg as prostitutes, fa order to help 
develop policy changes. r 

Yours sincerely, 

Maggie O'Neill 
Sernor Lecturer in Sociology 
Staffordshire University 
Stoke-on-Trent 


Battle of Brussels 

Afr Roger Moores 
bin Just over 51 years and a 
Jponth ago, British soldiers were 
lighting for Brussels; I believe 
foey were proud to he doing so. 
Tours sincerely. 

Roger Moores 
Colchester 
11 October 

Letters should be addressed to 
Letttra to the Editor, and include a 
oeypine telephone number. (Fax; 
0171-293 205&; e-mail: letters^ 
*"nependent4».ok) Letters may be 

M»tcd for length and darity. 
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Singing that old tax-cutting tune 

Tories are good at talking about spending curbs, but rather bad at getting round to them 


A Labour’s newest 

is having more of an impact 
on Budget thinking than he may 
realise. With the Government's 
majority now dangerously slim, the 
balance of risk is turning in favour of 
a serious bout of tax cutting this year. 
A few coronaries, an unexpected res- 
ignation, and the 1996 pre-election 
Budget has gone. John Major needs 
to get money into voters’ pockets 
while he still can. 

Nods and winks from people round 
him suggest that the Prime Minister 
intends to say something substantial 
on tax and spending in his speech. But 
the public snendmo 


all the senu-public posturing and pro- 
paganda they involve every year, are 
stul in mid-haggle. And Major cannot 
pre-empt his Chancellor on the details 
of Budget tax cuts. 

His most obvious strategy would be 
to bind himself to a rolling programme 
of tax cuts, perhaps taking the basic 
rate itself down to 20p in three years, 
and promising a substantial start this 
autumn. An alternative would be to 
cut VAT on fuel, as Labour proposes 
- something which, judging by their 
applause yesterday, party activists 
would love. 

Major himself is in ebullient pri- 
vate form and an act of tax-cutting 
conference drama has an obvious 
appeal. It would give him ecstatic 
weekend headlines in the Conserv- 
ative press and, with the party more 
unitedly Euro -sceptical than it has 
ever been before, it might tilt the 
media verdict on the conference as 
a whole. The move to the right, so 
evident on Europe, welfare and 
crime, would be confirmed. The 


fightback would be declared to have 
started at Blackpool. 

_ Yet tax cutting now would be gen- 
uinely risky, both politically and econ- 
omically. The markets are already 
showing signs of slight an ease about 
government finances, and Major 
needs a cut in interest rates, too, pre- 
ferably during the winter. He needs 
credibility at a time when the money 
men are suspicious about the rigour 
and principle of late-era Majorism. • 

One indication of this is a f% story 
which argues that Howard Davies, the 
new deputy governor of the Bank of 
England, whose views on executive pay 
made headlines recently, is Tony 
Blair’s preferred choice as governor. 
If the incumbent, Eddie George, wants 
to keep his job, therefore, he needs a 
Conservative victory. And how, the 
story mischievously finish es, will that 
affect Ms attitude when Kenneth 
Clarke suggests it is time for a loos- 
ening of policy? 

It is a good story, made better by the 
fact that Alan Greenspan at the Fed- 
eral Reserve B ank in Washing ton, js 
also facing a bright, politically aware 
challenger, the Clinton-appointed 
Alan Blinder; it gives some idea about 
how sceptical the markets are, and 
how nervous of the contamination of 
policy by politics. 

Aif that said, economists seem 
relaxed about a Qarke tax cut of any- 
where between £2bn and £4bn. Yes- 
terday’s “green Budget* from the 
Institute of Fiscal Studies and Gold- 
man Sachs argued that there was 
room for £2-£3bn. That might still 
allow for a half-point off interest rates 
as welL 

The political risks of tax cutting are 
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also interesting. Labour has made 
some progress in encouraging a feel- 
ing of guilt among voters about lower 
taxes and poorer public services. The 
Conservatives’ own “focus group" 
research shows that even Tory voters 
are now feeling a bit ambiguous about 
the matter. 

In the end, though, there is such 
a broad base of support in the party 
for tbal old familiar tax-cutting tune 
that Major can be expected to ring 
it loudly on Friday. Though ministers 
had believed that the main cuts 
would not come for a year, their 
mood has changed. 

Il is not only the danger of an elec- 
tion being forced early. It is also that, 
if the mood of suspicion among the 
voters is to be dealt with, the cuts need 
to be made now and, if possible, 
repeated in 1996. “It has to be a 
theme, a pattern, not something that 
can be painted by Labour as a one- 
off pre-election gimmick.* one min- 
ister said. 

The gamble may be hedged around 
with other wheezes, such as the notion 
of “tune-bomb" tax cuts legislated in 
advance to cause problems for any 
future Labour government. Major's 
own Huntingdon constituency party 


has a motion down for today’s econ- 
omic debate demanding the abolition 
of inheritance tax, for Instance. One 
MP argues that this could be legislated 
to occur in, say. 1998. 

All of which is fair enough, and 
much what one would expect from 
Conservatives with their hackles up. 
But there is a deeper question here for 
the Tories and one which only the free 

spirits outride government have been 
facing up to. For the truth is that while 
the party is very good at talking about 
cutting public spending and reducing 
the tax burden - consistent, dear, 
forceful — it is rather bad at getting 
round to doing it 

The share of national wealth 
spent by the state has wobbled up 
and down a little during the Eight- 
ies and Nineties, but it has not 
moved decisively; and today, the 
Government’s declared objective to 
get it back down below 40 per cent 
is regarded as optimistic even by 
some Treasury officials. 

Tax cutting has become for the 
Tbries what public spending has long 
been for Labour. It provokes instant 
scepticism about where the money is 

m ming fmm. There is a similar unreal- 
ity about the issue, a readiness to talk 
with relish about radical tax targets, 
combined with a nervous timidity 
whenever ministers are faced with real 
proposals for real cuts. This was so 
even under Margaret Thatcher, and it 
is certainly the case today. 

When John Redwood launched his 
leadership challenge to Major in the 
summer, it was embarrassingly clear 
that even he was going for the soft 
option involving vague promises of 
efficiency savings as a way out. At the 


The Lloyds takeover of TSB is evidence of the tr a n s formation sweeping service industries 

Proof of the big bank theory 
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Harsh changes: manufacturing industry, such as Consett steelworks, has experienced upheaval; now it is the turn of services like the TSB 


S o the bank that likes to say “ves* 
to its customers has said it for itself: 
the TSB is being taken over by Lloyds. 

Newspapers tend, reasonably 
enough, to write about these large 
takeovers in one of three ways. There 
is a financial story, the billions going 
to one or other set of shareholders. 
There is a human story: the hundreds, 
perhaps thousands of jobs that might 
be lost in what is politely called “ratio- 
nalisation”. And there is a public pol- 
icy story; might a large merger like this 
remit in less competition for banking 
services in the high street? 

Nothing wrong with any of that, for 
all these approaches are useful in their 
own way. But there is another way of 
looking at this takeover that encom- 
passes all three, and il starts with a 
simple question: why? 

A takeover like this does not hap- 
pen just out of whim. Of course, some 
takeovers have little rationale and sub- 
sequently unravel, but this is not a one- 
off. We are seeing a whole industry 
transform itself, and industries do 
not put themselves through large 
structural changes unless there is 
some powerful impetus to do so. _ 
There is. Several of our big service 
industries, including banking, are m 
the early stages of a transformation 
akin to that which has governed our 
manufacturing industries for a gener- 
ation. Until recently most of these 
industries lived in a protected envir- 
onraenl -jus as, say- our car and mot- 
orevclc industries lived in during the 
Fifties. Banking, insurant^ reding 
and telecommunications all lived, and 
still live to a large immune 

from international competition. They 


Generation Why 


compete with each other, to be sure, 
but within known rales of engagement 
It was international competition, or 
rather our inadequate response to it, 
that did for our mass-market car and 
motorcycle industries. Much the same 
thing happened to our consumer elec- 
tronics industry, although we have 
been more successful in preserving 
some indigenous up-market brands. In 
some comers of manufacturing we 
have kept such successful niche play- 
ers, but much of our mass manufac- 
turing is now foreigp-owned. Indeed, 
foreign ownership, by bringing in 
world-class standards, has led to the 
welcome renaissance now evident 
But it is a harsh process. Mass man- 
ufacturing is a commodity business. 
The products are much the same, so 
there is tremendous pressure to grind 
down costs. To make money you have 
either to be very big in world terms 
(being big in national terms is not 
enough) or you have to find the undis- 
covered comer where craft and cun- 
ning enable smallish players to excel 
This process, this division into com- 
modity and niche businesses is less 
advanced in most service businesses, 
largely because they have been Jess 
exposed to international competition. 
But it is happening. Look at retailing. 
It is on area where we have not only 
responded effectively to foreign com- 
petition, but are exporting our own 
Expertise. Retailing is not yet a truly 
global business, but if it does become 
one, we have several global brand 
names; M&S in particular. 

But our high streets and our out-of- 
town shopping centres are dominated 
by chains. There is a homogeneity 



Banking is changing 
from being a cottage 
industry into a genuine 
factory system 


about British retailing which is 
unequalled in Europe. An M&S, a 
Boots, a Sainsbuiy or any of the other 
top 10 brands provides consistent 
high quality. We have voted for these 
dominant chains with our purses and 
wallets in exactly the same way that we 
have voted to buy our cars and our 
TVs from a dozen or so dominant 
manufacturers. And we seem to be in 
the process of making the same choice 
with financial services. 

There have, of course, been large 
banking groups for many years: wit- 
ness the waves of mergers before the 
Second World War which led to the 
“big seven" clearing banks. The seven 
then became four and names like Mar- 
tins and the District disappeared. So 
in one sense we are seeing just another 
act of a very long-running play. 

But there are two new features in 


the past couple of years that are now 
forcing even faster change. One is the 
ability of building societies to change 
from mutual ownership to share- 
holder ownership. This has increased 
the spirit of competition for retail 
banking business and created new 
entities that can be taken over. 

The other is a change in what might 
be called the manufacturing of finan- 
cial services. We don’t think of bank- 
ing services being manufactured, but 
someone has to feed the information 
into computers, handle the cash, make 
the decisions about loans, try and sell 
traveller' cheques and so on. Some of 
this work is done at central “factories", 
such as the banks’ computer centres. 
But a lot still goes on in branches in 
the high street. Next time you have to 
queue at a bank counter and see sev- 
eral of the staff just sitting at their 
desks, reflect on the fact that they are 
not doing nothing - they are manu- 
facturing banking services. 

But now banking is changing from 
being a cottage industry with lots of 
branches staffed by lots of people into 
a genuine factory system. FirsuMreet, 
the telephone banking service of the 
Midland Group, has its staff sitting in 
a central ‘factory” doing their business 
over the phone. This has had an 
absolutely shattering impact on the 
way banks think. It does very well on 
customer satisfaction (excellent results 
in this month’s Which? report), it is 
very cheap and il does not trade on 
whar banks have assumed was one of 
their great assets, their brand name. 

Much the same is happening with 
telephone insurance services, pio- 
neered by the Royal Bank of Scotland’s 
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Direct Line, which are proliferating. 

Result: banking and insurance arc 
becoming true commodity products, 
where people make a utilitarian deri- 
sion on who is doing the best deal 
rather than being loyal to their par- 
ents’ bank, or the one that gave them 
their first student overdraft. 

This put tremendous pressure on the 
industry to find ways of driving down 
costs. There may be room for a hand- 
ful of boutiques that charge much 
more and offer a personal service. This 
is certainly very profitable - aS the big 
banks are seeking to provide this sort 
of service. But the big business consists 
of driving down costs, “rationalising'’, 
“downsizing”, “letting people go", and 
all the other euphemisms that compa- 
nies employ when they are cutting their 
labour force. No one knows how far 
telephone banking will cut into branch 
banking but the banks know that they 
have to slim their branches and offer 
some form of telephone service. And 
slimming is less painful if you huddle 
with someone else while you do it. 

So what we are seeing is the same 
sort of process that has happened in 
manufacturing; the same sort of job 
insecurity; the same pressure to drive 
down costs; and from the customer's 
point of view, the same homogeneity 
of service: Wfe dearly want it We chose 
the banks (or building societies) that 
offer the best perceived service for the 
lowest price: the cheapest loans, the 
highest deposit rates. Wc may regret 
the Joss of independence of the TSB, 
just as wc bemoan the closure of the 
corner store or the demise of names 
such as Austin or Riley. But that is 
where our actions lead. 


Are you goin’ 
to read my poem? 


time Norman LamonL who was cam- 
paigning for Redwood, was disquieted 
enough no! to appear alongside him 
during the press conference. 

Now both men are back on the con- 
ference fringe. Redwood has pro- 
duced more detail on his earlier pack- 
age, including cuts in government 
advertising, urban renewal bousing 
and civil service jobs. Lament, much 
more radically, suggested transfer- 
ring large pans of the social security 
system to the private sector, intro- 
ducing charges for health care, boost- 
ing private health insurance and cut- 
ting means-tested benefits for people 
of working age. 

This may be wild stuff, easier to say 
in a fringe meeting than in Whitehall. 
But when Lamont argues that the 
Conservatives are reaching the lim- 
its of credibility in regularly promis- 
ing dramatic tax cuts while pulling 
back from the big spending contro- 
versies, he makes a strong, valid and 
timely poinL 

For the days when salami-slicing 
budgets, selling off assets and delay- 
ing capital programmes can be pre- 
sented as the core of a convincing and 
radical tax agenda are nearly over. 
Booms, oil and privatisations have 
delayed the arrival of the obvious; but 
the obvious is now slouching into the 
political daylight. If there is no rethink- 
ing of what the Government does, 
then the state's share of spending is 
going to remain roughly where it has 
been. It certainly will not fall; and nor 
will the tax take. 

One day the Conservatives will 
have to face up to this. When? In 
opposition, surely; these are truths too 
big for governments to handle. 


T odav is National Poetry 
Day 

So why not put your prose 
away 

And spend a little bit of time 
to communicate in 
rhyme! 

For instance, at the breakfast 
table. 

Avoid, as far as you are able. 
Your unthinking repertoire 
of prose 

like, “No more coffee, I 
suppose?" 

“What's the forecast say 
today?” 

“They think that rain is on 
the way", 

“Anything for me in the 
post?” 

Or “Do us another bit of 
toast.” 

Don’t be so predictable! 
Don’t rise from bed with 
mind like wool. 

And sit there in a soggy daze. 
Come in brightly! Sparkle! 
Amaze! 

Tap dance a little! Wive your 
hands! 

Utter stuff that rhymes and 
scans! 

Say: “Time to break our fast 
together! 

Tune to hear the news and 
weather! 

“Goodbye to sleepy bed and 
pillow - 

Let’s brace ourselves for Mr 
Portillo. 

As he abandons common 
sense 

And hijacks the Tory 
conference! 

“Or why not turn the radio 
on 

And - avoiding Radios 2 & 1 
- Go straight for dear old 
Radio 3 

And solve the weekly 
mystery: 

Who’s composer of the 
week? 

Is it some modern Finn or 
Greek, 

Whose cacophonic sounds 
are summoned 
For the ears alone of Sir 
John Drummond? 

Or is it Grieg or Arthur Bliss 
Or someone safer still than 
this?” 

You see? It’s not so very 
hard 

To spout crude doggerel by 
the yard. 

(It’s even easier to speak in 
verse 

If you are willing to rehearse. 
In Shakespeare they do it all 
the time 

Even if blank verse doesn’t 
rhyme.) 

It lifts the spirit, cheers you 
up. 

“Yes, please, could you pour 
a cup 

Of fresh ground coffee, not 
too strong? 


After that, I must get 
along ...” 

Ah. it's nearly time for work 

So. as you drive through fog 
and murk 

Towards your workplace (if 
you’re employed) 

Don’t let your mind become 
a void! 

Prepare the odd resounding 
line! 

Open the shutters of your 
mind! 

(Yes. I know that “mind" and 
“line” 

Don’t really rhyme, but now 
that's fine. 

Rhymes that used to be out 
of court 

Are now “half-rhymes", 
eagerly sought. 

It’s all because of WH 
Auden, 

The arbiter of all things 
modem. 

“Auden" and “modern"! 
Another rhyme 
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Considered dreadful in its 
time ...) 

When at your workplace you 
arrive. 

Cry: “Gosh it’s good to be 
alive! 

Hot doggity, yes sirree! 

Mens Sana in sano corporvl ~ 
(Of course, it should be 
“corpora sano " 

But nothing rhymes, except 
for guano.) 

And so, through National 
Poetry Day. 

Never lose a chance to say 
The first thing that comes 
into your mind 
As long as the second is nearly 
rhymed! 

Normally our speech is so 
empirical; 

Leap at the chance to make 
it lyrical! 

Wax euphoric! Go poetic! 
Not to try would be pathetic! 
And when Friday comes and 
Thursday goes 
You can gratefully revert to 
prose. 

For help with this poem, 
financial aid. 

And future subsidy promises 
made 

We'd like to thank the Lottery, 
The Arts Council and the 
Treasury. 

We d really like to, but we can 
None of the buggers would 
gyve us a grant. 


ASK YOUR CURRENT 
ACCOUNT AN 
AWKWARD 
QUESTION 


A 


pay bills 
or check my 
balance at 
any time of 
the day or 
9 



ip f. m 


It your tank account cant offer 24 hour telephone tanking, 
low overdraft rates with no monthly fee and a £100 cheque 

guarantBeftlebit* and cash card, there i$ an account that can. 

And If your bank account won’t offer credit Interest of up to 5% gross 
P-a-. find out about the Alliance Account from Alliance & Leicester. For 
more details, phone us today or return the coupon. 

*Sutyaa » status 
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Christopher 

Keene 


There were few jobs around an 
opera house that Christopher 
Keene did not do superlative- 
*ly well. A magnificent conduc- 
tor, in particular of 2flth-centuiy 
worts, and a successful admin* 
istrator. he also composed, 
wrote libretti, directed and, in 
his younger days, prepared 
singers with missionary zeal 
At New York City Opera, first 
as music director then, after the 
retirement of Beverley Sills, as 
general director, he made an in- 
delible mark on the city's mu- 
sical life, but his influence 
extended far beyond New York 



Keene: New York City Opera 

City, to the SpoJeto Festival, 
both in Italy and the United 
States; and to all the numerous 
other opera companies and or- 
chestras that he worked with 
over the last 25 years, and to 
whom he communicated his 
own passionate interest in 
contemporary opera. 

Keene was born in Berkeley, 
California, in 1946 and studied 
there at the University of Cal- 
ifornia, but dropped out before 
graduating, mainly because, his 
passion for putting on student 
and semi-professional opera 
productions, which he directed 
and conducted himself, took up 
all his energies. 

He learnt how to conduct as 


he ‘went along. Instead of 
finishing his university course, 
in 1969 he became the first 
Julius Rudel Fellow, in the 
New York Cdy Opera’s training 
scheme, helping to prepare op- 
eras such as Janacek’s Makrop- 
ulas Case for its first New York 
performance. 

By that time Keene had al- 
ready become associated with 
the Spoleto Festival in Italy, of 
which he was music director 
from 1976 to 1980. He was 
asked by Menotti to conduct 
The Saint of Bleecker Street 
there in 1968. Back in New 
York, he made his conducting 
■ debut with NYGOin 1970 with 
Ginast era’s Don Rodrigo and his 
Metropolitan debut the fbl- 

dcaha and Fagiiacd. This latter 
was not a success: the star and 
the orchestra did exactly what 
they pleased, while Keene was 
not much interests in Cm’ and 
Pag anyway. He then ran a 
summer festival at Chautauqua 
and conducted for Syracuse 
Opera and various other 
organisations. 

In 1973 be made his Covent 
Garden ddbut conducting 
Madam Butterfly; in 1974 he 
conducted a Ring cycle at Art- 
park, Lewiston; and from 1977 
to 1980 he worked for the 
American Spoleto Festival at 
Charleston. South Carolina. 
He wrote • the libretto for 
Stephen Douglas Burton's The 
Duchess ofMcufit an adaptation 
of Webster’s tragedy, and con- 
duct ecflhe premiere at Wolf 
Trap Farm, Vienna, West 
Vir ginia, in 1978. 

Keene finally returned to 
the City Opera as musical di- 
rector in 1983. He conducted 
Philip Glass 's Akhnaten the fol- 
lowing year, and recorded 

Opera forcesin^985. In 1988 
he conducted the premiere of 
Jay Rrise's Rasputin. The fol- 


lowing year, he became gener- 
al director of the company. 
Since then NYCO has gained 
enormously in reputation, of- 
fering New York its first staged 
performance of Moses undAron 
and its local premieres of Zim- 
merman’s Die Soldamn and 
Busoni’s Dr Faustws. \ 

During its 50th anniversary 
season in 1993 the Qjy Opera I 
staged three premieres of 
American operas in October 
Ezra Laderman’s Marilyn , 
Lukas Foss’s Crijfelkin and 
Hugo Weisgall’s Esther. These 
were not conducted by Keene 
himself, whose personal con- 
tribution to the anniversary 
season was the New York pre- 
miere of Tippett’s Midsummer 
Marriage. In June 1994 Keene 
conducted the premiere of Do- 
minick Argento’s Dream of 
Wtkntino foe Washington Opera, 
and in May was to be found in 
Berlin, conducting the first per- 
formance of Joost Meier’s Drrv- 
fus - "Die Affare " at the 
Deutsche Oper. 

* However, his first commit- 
ment was to the City Opera, 
whose 1995 fall season he 
opened oh 7 September con- 
ducting a new production of 
Hindemith’s Modus der Maler. 
Running an opera company, as 
he once said, “was what I was 
bom to do”. 

Elizabeth Forbes 

Christopher Keene: bom Berke- 
ley, California 21 December 
1946; music director, Festh’oJ of 
die Two Worlds, Spoleto, Italy 
1972-76, general director 1973- 
75; music director, Artpark 1974- 
89; music director, Syracuse 
Symphony 1975-84; music di- 
rector, Spoleto Festival USA 
1977-80; muse director; Long Is- 
land Philharmonic 197940; ma- 
sk director, NewTfork City Opera 
1982-86, general director 1989- 
95; married (two sons); died 
New York 8 October 1995. 


Peggy Carter 


Peggy Carter was a member of 
that group of redoubtable 
women bom at the turn of the 
century who by their indepen- 
dence of spirit 'gave' rntima^' 
tions of the emancipation which 
was to come about later. Her pi- 
oneering work in the establish- 


ment of speech therapy as an 
effective treatment for lan- 
guage disorders led to her be- 
ing the first- person to receive 
Honours of the Profession from 
the Royal College of Speech 
and Language Therapists, in 
1978. 

Born into a comfortable, 
middle-class family (her father 
was an eminent printer), Peg- 
gy Carter was the only girl 
among a family of five children. 
Thus, with loving brothers and 
a settled way of life, she might 
well have remained at home un- 
til marriage and a subsequent 
family would claim her. In- 
stead she ventured forth, first 
into the theatre, and then, at- 
tracted by the plight of those 
with language difficulties, she 
turned in the Thirties to speech 
therapy. The profession was in 
its early stages of development 
and aspiring speech therapists 
had to rely to a great extent on 
their own private study. 

In the early Forties, Carter 
held clinical appointments at the 
Mildmay Hospital in east Lon- 
don, and at the West End Hos- 
pital for Nervous Diseases, also 


in London (now dosed), where 
she treated a wide range of 
adults and children with lan- 
guage disorders. Her methods 
Ssftreafmebt tended towards a 
psychological approach, with 
an especial interest in Jung. 

Her main interest lay in the 
problems of stammerers and the 
thesis whidx led to the award of 
a Fellowship of the Royal Col- 
lege of Speech and Language 
Therapists in 1944 centred on 
this subject. At the same time 
she took an active part in the de- 
velopment of the profession as 
a whole -serving as Chairman 
of the College from 1963 to 
1965, a time of great activity 
during which plans for the first 
university degree-based course 
were being considered - and 
continued lo practise for several 



Carter: speech therapy 


her sixties. 

But matters of speech ther- 
apy were only one facet of Peg- 
gy Carter’s interests. Other 
passions were gardens and, 
above all, the fine arts. This was 
apparent when visiting her 
house, where she was sur- 
rounded by beautiful pictures 
and furniture. On one occasion 
she spotted a dilapidated sofa 
in a second-hand shop. Thken 
by it, she paid £5 and then the 
same again to have it delivered. 
Instinctively she felt there was 
something special about it and 
this was confirmed by Sotheby’s 
who identified it as being prob- 
ably the very one on which 
Madame Rdcamier had re- 
clined when being painted by 
Jacques-Louis. David. It was 
later bought by a Paris museum. 

Her garden was a source of 
unfailing pleasure for her to the 
last It was a place of great beau- 
ty and tranquillity and each 
year it was opened to the pub- 
lic. She celebrated her 90th 
birthday by having floodlighting 
installed so that her many 
friends attending the party 
could enjoy the scene as 
darkness felL 

Margaret Edwards 

(Pegg^Csat&^speech 

t ]90^Sed London 17 Septem- 
ber 1995. 
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Cobb: ‘a perfectly reasonable way to speed one’s fife' 


Catherine Cobb 


The study of the crafts in 20th- 
century England requires, be- 
yond knowledge of objects, a 
knowledge of people and their 
activities away from the work- 
bench. The life of Catherine 
Cobb spanned nearly the whole 
century and her craft career, 
from initiation into jewellery- 
making on the floor - under- 
neath her mother’s workbench 
to the classes she was teaching 
in Cambridge within a month of 
her death, was nearly as long. 
Besides this she was a puppeteer 
and examiner in art afl over foe . 
world. . . . . 

As the daughter of thebook- 
binder Douglas Cockerell and. 
his wife Florence Arundel (who 
died when she was a child), she 
was bom into an Arts and 
Crafts household. There was a 
photograph of William Morris 
in the hall of the Cockerells’ 
house in Letcbworth and she as- 
sumed for years that he must 
have been one of the distin- 
guished bearded visitors, al- 
though she was bom seven 
years too late. Her uncle Sir 
Sydney Cockerell knew Morris 
and John Ruskm. She never 
doubted that the crafts were “a 
perfectly reasonable way to 
spend one’s life”. 

“Casty" Cockerell learnt her 
craft of jewelleiy and silver- 
smithing at the Central School, 
in London, where she joined 
some lively students who were 
experimenting with block- 
pnnting textiles. One of these, 
Joyce CUssold, became a firiu 
friend and Ca&ty had space in 
the Footprints textile workshop 
which Clissold took over from 
its founders. Casty found some 
Punch and Judy puppets in her. 
family attic, Clia^jprinied fab- 
ric fora < ^-w"ancf in tJtesunr- 
mers of the Thirties they took 


their Punch and Judy show on 
tour, around Buckinghamshire 
and along the south coast 

There were many adventures 
retailed in Gissokfs diaries, 
which were lent by Casty CObb 
for the exhibition “Bold Im- 
pressions” which recently 
opened at Central St Martin's 
Lethaby Gallery. She also as- 
sisted the sculptor Wiliam Sim- 
monds .with his marionette 
theatre, remembered with awe 
by the few hicky enough to see 
it, helping to pass the puppets 
: on andoff while the illustrator 
Barnett Freedman provided 
music with his violin.- f~' 

Casty Cobb's work falls into 
three categories. There were 
pieces .of jewellery, typically of 
a slightly improvised nature us- 
ing objets trouvds like quartz 
from a Scottish stream-bed and 
materials of law value found by 
rummaging in suppliers’ boxes 
in Qerkenwell Road. She bad 
a fondness for tire clear, bright 
and transparent and no aversion 
to theatricality. Among her re- 
cent productions were necklaces 
with black, white and red beads 
on brass safety pins. Another 
line of work was to supply sil- 
ver dasps and other ornaments 
for bookbindings from the 
Cockerell bindery which was 
carried on by her brother 
Sydney. 

Perhaps her most individual 
contribution to the crafts of her 
time was in silver piqudworkem 
ivoiy and ebony. This consists 
of hammering silver wire into 
holes pierced in the base ma- 
terial to make hide silver points, 
arranged in simple patterns. 
She made ivory boxes and cruet 
sets but most particularly cut- 
lery. It was after the war that she 
realised the. likely demand for 
fine stainless steel knives to go 


Michael Thomas 


It always amused Michael 

Thomas that the British in 1940 

classified him as “a friendly en- 
emy alien". The cheerful sham- 
bles. of logic in the phrase 
appealed to his sense of fim and 

irony. . . . 

It also seemed to embody a 
certain Englishness, the an- 
tithesis to the intellectual stan- 
dards of his native Berlin, with 
which he fall hr love. But the 
words were not a bad descrip- 
tion of him, for mnch of hislife. 
He was never an exclusive na- 
tive of any country, or any or- 
ganisation, but always had the 

i, • . _ - ■■ n.-turViinn 


Photograph: Paul Tozer 


' with old silver, when servants to 
dean knife blades no longer ex- 
isted. She made knives and 
-forks, with steel elements 

uTwhich she added herl£ 
lightful and distinctive piqufi 
handles. 

In 1937 Casty married Arthur 
Cobb and encouraged him in 
setting up the Forest School 
Camps Group.. When her chil- 
dren had grown up, she began 
examining in art for the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge Local Ex- 
-aminatiaas Syndicate, often 
travelling with the pottCT Char- 
krtte Bawden; She was sent to , 
Malaya, Afriei and India,- re- 
calling, “We pulled up the stan- 
dard. They were always willing 
to listen to ns, and we bad a 
good deal to say.” 

The Cobbs moved to Cam- 
bridge during the Seamd World j 
Wit and Casty taught drawing 
and design as well as jewellery 
at Cambridge Technical College. 
She later held a jewellery class 
at her house in Thnnpington 
without any thought of retiring 
even after reaching 90, sharing 
the benefits of her excellent col- 
lection of tools as weQ as a sense 
of the pleasure and excitement 
of the activity itself, overlooked 
by Joyce Oisokl's fabric collage 
pictures of some of their shared 
adventures. 

Cobb was a member of the 
Art Workers Guild Her work 
is represented in the collection 
of the Worshipful Company of 
Goldsmiths. 

Alan Powers 

Catherine Anne Cockerell, jew- 
eller and silversmith: bom 28 
March 1903: married 1937 
Arthur Cobb (died 1984; one son, 
three daughters); died Cam- 
bridge 17 September 1995. 


air of a stranger from some 
wider continent of experience. 
He was never a foot-slogger, 
but always a contact man, in- 
terpreting the orders and stan- 
dards of one world to another. 

His greatest achfeveineniwas 
in exactly that role, during the 
earliest years of the British oc- 
cupation of their sane of Ger- 
many. Thomas, by then an 
officer in the British' forces, be- 
came the eyes and ears of Gen- 
eral Ttempter, a very special 

madjfronfact ^with^ emergent 
politicians and journalists in the 
zone and assessed them for bis 
master. This did not make him 
popular with some senior Con- 
trol CommBsiou figures. But it 
made him one of the people 
whose judgement and choices 
defined West Germany’s polit- 
ical society as it rose nervously 
from the ruins. The Federal Re- 
public itself is, in some of its 
better aspects, his memorial. 

He was born into the Hol- 
laender family in Berlin, a con- 
stellation of assimilated Jewish 
talent and intellectual attain- 
ment; his father was a writer, a 
critic and a director of Max 
Reinhardt’s theatre. Ulrich Hoi 
laender, as Micbael was first 
named, reached Britain only 
weeks before the outbreak of 
war. He changed his name in or- 
der to protect his family in 
Germany but always refused to 
describe himself as a refugee or 
6migr£. With charming arro- 
gance, he recalled: “I did not 
care tostand aside when Britain 
was about to be invaded, so I 
volunteered far the Anny-not - 
as an En glishman, but as a 
‘private aDy 1 in the struggle 
against the Nazis.” 


This was the beginning of his 

many careers as a contact man 
between cultures. Later in the 
war, he became liaison officer 
in Normandy to the legendary 
General Maczek, commander 
of the Polish 1st Armoured Di- 
vision, and he stayed with the 
Foies until the war ended 
(Maczek died last year at the 
age of 102, and Thomas wrote 
an affectionate, penetrating 
obituary for the Independent). 
There followed his period with 
General Templer, and bis part 
fa the re-invention of German 

democracy. . . 

Personally a conservative in 
politics, Michael Thomas did 
not immediately warm to the 
narrow personality of Konrad 
Adenauer, but in his book 

Deutschland ; England uberaOes 
(1987) there is a wonderfully 
fanny memoir of how he and 
the then Ueutenant-Coloncl 
Noel Annan tried to limit the 
Hnp w gfr caused when a British 
brigadier sacked Adenauer as 
mayor of Cologne for “playing 
politics" instead of clearing 

mins. 

In the same way, he did not 
often agree with the liberal 
views of Die Zeit and Der 
Spiegel seedlings of a free press 
in the British Zone, but his per- 
sonal respect for Cbuntess Mar- 
ion Ddnhoff and Rudolf 
Augstein helped both publica- 
tions to survive dangerous 
years. 

Later, in the 1950s, Michael 
Thomas took the derision to 
stay in Germany. His British “di- 
mension” continued to flourish: 
his wife Elizabeth, who survives 
him , is English, while his sons 
and his daughter Gina (a 
London-based writer for the 
Frankfurter AUgemeine) were 
sent to English public schools. 
But he settled in Hamburg and, 
de dining invitations from Ade- 
nauer’s circle to become a 
politician, joined the steel ex- 
porting firm of Coutinho Caro 
to build up its trade and contacts 
in what was not yet known as the 
“developing world". 

Neal Ascherson 

Ulrich Hollaender (Michael 
Thomas), businessman : bom 
Berlin 7 November 1915; married 
Elizabeth Dring. ( two sons, one 
_ daughter); died Hamburg 25 
September 1995. 


Professor Michael Balfour 


In his . obituary of Professor 
^dud Balfour |28. September] 
Leonard Mi all rightly gives 
prominenoe to Ks distinguished 
; career 2s ah historian and pub- 
iic servant. Can I add a footnote 
on his lifelong interest in Robert 
Louis Stevenson? writes Ernest 
Mehew. 

Michael’s father Sir Graham 
Balfour lived at \feflima and be- 
came a dose friend of Steven- 
son in the last years of his life; 
he wrote the authorised biog- 
raphy of his famous cousin in 
1901. In I960, drawing on a 
mass of unpublished material, 
Michael published two author- 
itative articles in the Times Lit- 
erary Supplement on bow his 
father came to write the biog- 
raphy and he followed it up 20 
yeans later by a lecture in Ed- 
inburgh. He gave to the Na- 
tional Library of Scotland all his 
father’s papers connected with 
the writi^ of tbe biography, in- 
dnding not only letters by RLS 
himself but letters by Henry 
James and other contempo- 


raries; when one beats in mind 
. the high prices such literary doc- 
' unrests now command it was a 

- generous gift indeed. He later 

- gave to the library his father's 
journals and letters written 
from the South Seas, This ma- 
terial is a treasure trove for the 
Stevenson scholar and I used it 
extensively in my edition of 
Stevenson’s Letters. 

Michael Balfour derived 
great pleasure from his family 
unk with Stevenson. He and I 
corresponded for over 30 years 
about RLS; he lent me original 
letters and elucidated family ref- 
erences in a way that no one else 
could have done. In the last 18 
months of bis life when his fail- 
ing health meant that he was not 
able to carry out any original 
work he generously read the 
galley proofs of the eight vol- 
umes of the Letters and sent 
many corrections and lively 
comments. 

He was the last link with 
those who knew Stevenson well; 
I salute his memory. 
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AJ. “B” Botokk, civil rights ac- and Mississippi, and with the 
tivist, died New Orleans 5 Oct Anti-Defamation League of 
tober, aged 71. Worked against B’nai B’rith to campaign for leg- 
the Ku Klux Klan in Louisiana islation against anti-Semitism. 
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Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 

MALTBY: To E mma (nee Ramon) 
and Alexander, a daughter. .Amelia 
Dorothy, and a son. Luais Peter. bom 
10 October at Chelsea and West- 
minster Hospital. 

DEATHS 

GALBRAITH: On 11 October 1995, 
peacefully in hospital after a brief ill- 
ness. Henry Douglas, aged 77 wars, 
former Head of Classics ai Bedford 
School. Funeral service will mb* 
place at Bedford School Chapel on 
Tuesday 17 October at 12 noon. No 
tkjairo, please, doauiom if desired for 
Bedford Hospital Nurses Fund may 
be scnl to Arnolds Funeral Service. 
Roff Avenue. Bedford MKJ4 7TE. 
Telephone 0I1U 359529. 

MAUM; Peacefully ami with courage, 
on 10 October, aged St. Theodora 
Kathryn Malim, beloved wife of the 
laic David Wentworth Mntm *rfM l 
mother of Anthea. Lovinia and Hitch. 
Funeral private. Service of thanks 
pving at All Saints' Church. Great 
ChcsrcrfcHd, on Thursday 19 October 
at 130pm. No flowers, but donations 
may be sent to Hertfordshire Asso- 
ciation for ihe Disabled, Woods de 
C»Mirc.TheComQKmVrtdwvnGar 
den City, Hertfordshire ALT’ 4DD. 

PACKHAM: Leonard George, of Eve- 
sham, peacefully at Warwick Hospi- 
tal oa 10 October 1995, aged St. 
Bcknvd husband of Ethel father and 
grandfather. A private cremation 
win take plan shortly. Donations, if 
desired, for Eye Therapy Unit. Chel- 
tenham. to Philip Tbmiins, 36 The . 
Levs, Evesham, Worcestershire I 
Wfcll 5AP. Enquiries to 01386 
765133. 

Far Gazette BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & 1 

DEATHS pkaSc Icfcpbow 0171-293 201L | 


Birthdays 

Lady Brook, founder. Advisory Cen- 
tre for Young People, 88: Professor 
Juliet Oheetham, sociologist, 56; 

. X>ame Elizabeth Chesterton, archi- 
tect, 8& Mr Jaraslav Drobny, former 
tennis player, 74; Mr Kenneth Grif- 
fith, actor, writer and documentary 
Qbn maker, 74; Mr Robert Heron, 
former director, Duke of Edin- 
burgh’s Award Scheme, 68; Mr 
Jonathan Holbofow, Editor, Mail on 
Sunday. 52; Mr Magnus Magnasson, 
broadcaster and writer, 66; Dr John 
Moffatl, former Provost, The 
Queen's College, Oxford, 73; Mr 
Rick Parfitt, guiter player and singer, 
47; Vice-Admiral Sir John Parker, 80; 
Mr Luciano Pavarotti, operatic team, 
60; Miss Angela Rippoa, television 
presenter, 51; Sir Archibald Ross, for- 
mer diplomat, 84; Mr David 
ThrelfaQ, actor, 4£ Mr Michael 
Verey. merchant banker, 83: Mr 
Nigel Waterson MP, 45; Sir David 
While, chairman, Nottingham 
Health Authority, 66; Mr David 
Young MP. 65. 

ATirifversaiies 

Blnfas: Edward WKmg of England, 
1537; MaxFriedBnder, baritone and 
writer, 1852; James Ramsay Mac- 
Donald, statesman, 1866; Ralph 
Vaughan WiUiauis, composer, 1872; 
Afcister Edward Alexander Crowley, 
author and occultist 1S75. Deaths: 
Hero deUn Francesca, painter and 
writer, 1492; Efeabcth Fry (Gurney), 
Quaker prison reformer, 184S; 
Robert Stephenson, civfl engineer, 
1859; Sonja HentC, slater and actress, 
1969. On this day: an island in the 
West Indies was discovered by 

"Christopher Columbus, which ' be 
flamed San Salvador, 1492; apowrier 
raagazfne exploded at Delft, largely 
destroying the city, 1654; die fast 
Morris Minor Car designed by Alb: 


Isagouis was produced at Cowley, 
Oxfordshire, 1948; the first London 
production of the musical show Lit- 
tle Shop of Horrors was presented, 
1983.Tbday is tbeftast Day of St Ed- 
win, St Etbdbniga of Barking, Saints 
Felix and Cyprian, St Maximilian of 
Larch and St Wilfrid of York. 

Lectures 

National Galkry: Alexander Sturgis, 
“The Northern Renaissance (u): 
Mcmlinc, The Donne Triptych". 1pm. 
British Museum: Tim Clark, “Uta- 
maro and the Yoshiwara Pleasure 
Quarter", L15pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Michael* 
Cassin, “Prince Henry Benedict 

Stewart: brother of the Bonnie. 
Prince", 1.10pm- 

Bert Hardy 

A service of thanksgiving for the life 
of Bert Hardy, photographer, will be 
held at St Bride's Church, Fleet 
Street, London EC4, an Wednesday 
8 November 1995 at 12 noon. 

* 

Luncheons 

■ HM Government 
Fleid Marshal Sir Peter Inge, Chief 
of the Defence Staff, was the host at 

a luncheon hdd yesterday in Admi- 
ralty House, London SW1, in hon- 
our of General -Owe WEktorin, 
Supreme Commander Swedish 
Armed Forces. 


Royal College of 
Surgeons 

Sir Reginald Murky delivered the 
Thomas Vkaiy Lecture yesterday at 
the Royal College of Surgeons of 
England, London WC2. Professor 
Donald Barttrop, Master, presided 
at a dinner held afterwards at Bar- 


ber-Surgeons’ Hall, London £d Sir 
Rodney Sweetman, President, Sr 
Reginald Motley and Mr Barry Jack- 
son were the speakers. 

Association of Wrens 

The Princess Royal attended a ser- 
vice to co mmem orate the 75d> An- 


Action for damp problem is statute barred 


hdd yesterday in St Paul's Cathraral, 
London EC4. The Ven Miqoael 
Bucks, Chaplain of the Reel, wa^ the 
preacher. Mrs Marjorie Xolah, 
Chairman of the Assoaationfand 
Miss Daphne Blundell President, 
received the guests* j 

British Red Cross . f 

Princess Alexandra, Vice-Preitdent, 
British Red Cross, presented the 
Muriel Monkhouse Award far ex- 
ceptional deBvery of the RetfcCross 
Tradng Service to Mar Dere&Lind- 
say, on behalf of Mr Wffliaiii Lind- 
say, at a reception held at 

the Financial Times. London SE1. 
Mrs Elspeth Thomas, ChaiSnan of 
Council, British Rad Cntfs, Mr 
David BeH, chief executive, gtnandid 
Tones, Mr Geoffrey Dennis Direc- 
tor, International DivfcdoiKRritish 

Red Cross, Miss SandralSinger, 

Head of International Wrlflre, 
British Red Cross, and Mia Muriel 
Monkhouse; were die speeders. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMEN 

TheFrimM RmtTiuuJkuu, ].; 
Disabled Amcndun, anew* 
Meeting a Saddlers’ Han. Land 
Datkcn of GloMeauc Pum 
Asthma Campsirn. attends the 1 
Gift TWr ufteftirlingtiaol Q 
SW6. The Duke of Ken* vises! 
Ecaft School Eotom, Crank) 

Changing erf the Guard 

Tbe HouschnU Crvnlre MocnK 
mount? the Owen's life On 
Gmnb, Hub. 


l Ed The 
, National 
95 Asthma 
b, London 
e Duke of 
iH Surrey. 


Wilson v Le Ferre Wood & Rpyte; 
Court of Appeal (Lord Justice 
Evans, Lord Justice Morrill and 
Lord Justice Hutchison ); 
l September 1995 

Although consulting a solicitor 
was not enough to fix a plain- 
tiff with acquiring the relevant 
knowledge for bringing an ac- 
tion for damages, on the facts 
the plaintiff had the requisite 
knowledge before he consult- 
ed solicitors and acquired the 
knowledge more than three 
years before his writ was Issued. 
. The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed the defendant's appeal 
agaiim' Judge Kennedy QC’s 
decision on a prefiminaiy issn e 
that the plaintiff’s claim in 
negligence against the defen- 
dant was not statute barred. 

In 1981 the plaintiff's bun- 
galow was damaged and, 
through fasnreis, the defendant 
firm of architects and survey- 
or undertook the supervision 
of fae repafr work. The plain- 
tiff resinned oectoation in ear- 
ly 1983 and suffered' serious 
problems with damp. The 
plaintiff believed that defects in 
the w^- the bouse had been re- 
built gave rise to severe rising 
damp and complained to the 
defendant The defendant in- 
formed him that the problem 
was one of condensation and 
the property needed tmie io dry 


LAW REPORT 

12 October 1995 


In April 1987 the plaintiff 
made a renewed complaint 
which the defendant declined 
to deal with. In the spring of 
1987 he consulted the citizens’ 
advice bureau and in May 1987 
be consulted Heringtons, so- 
licitors, who issued a writ 
against: the. defendant on 16 
July 1990. The issue was 
whether the plaintiff first had 
the Imowledge required for 
bringing an action for damages 
afteF-16 July 1987, when expert 
advice was received, so as to 
avoid the action from being 
statute barred under section 
14A of the Limitation Act 
1980. 

The judge found that in 
1983 the plaintiff accepted the 
defendant’s professional opin- 
ion of the cause of the damp 
and the plaintiff fust had 
knowledge that the damp was 
Mtributable-to the actor omis- 
sion. of the defendant after 16 
July 1987. 

PaulParto (Reynolds Porter Chant- 
beriabi) far the defendant; Richard 


whether the plaintiff first had 
“the knowledge required for 


for ihe plaintiff. . 

Lord Justice Hutchison said 
that tbe alleged negli gen ce oo- 
cuired, at latest, in early 1983. 
The critical question was 


before or after July 1987: sec- 
tion 14(A)(5). Only by bring- 
ing himself within that 
provision could the plaintiff 
avoid the consequences of the 
ordinary rule that actions for 
negligence not involving per- 
sonal injury or death must be 
brought within six years of the 
accrual of the cause of action. 

It was for the plaintiff to 
prove a date within three years 
of the commencement of pro- 
ceedings when he acquired the 

relevant knowledge. On the ba- 
sis of the plaintiff's plea ding, 
the plaintiff acquired the rele- 
vant knowledge on the basis of 
advice fa September 1987 but 
it was now known to have been 
given fa May 1987. 

Merely to show that soBdtors 
had been consulted was not 
enough to fix the plaintiff with 
constructive knowledge: there 
must be an allowance of time 
for the person consulted to get 
such information as he 
needed to give advice. 

Even accepting that con- 
sulting a solicitor was not con- 
clusive evidence against a 
plaintiff on the issue of when 
the relevant knowledge of at- 


tributability had been acquired, 
on the facts it was not open to 
the judge to find that the plain- 
tiff did not have the requisite 
knowedge in May 1987 when he 
consulted solicitors. 

There was evidence from 
which it was clear that the 
plaintiff had the requisite 
knowledge after April 19S7 
when they finally rejected the 
defendant's assertions about 
condensation. From an early 
stage, in 1983, the plaintiff 
knew of the facts which led him 
to the conviction that Ihe damp 
problems was attributable to 
the defendant's acts or omis- 
sions. Even if he was willing to 
give the defendant a chance to 
prove the correctness of its di- 
agnosis, in April 1987 he re- 
verted to his former belief and 
took advice. 

The writ was ikA issued with- 
in three years of the date when 
the plaintiff first acquired the 
requisite knowledge. It was 
open to serious doubt whether 
in a case such as the present it 
was wise to have a preliminary 
issue. There should always be 
aMxeful and rigorous analysis 
of the possible advantage and 
“advantages, particularly in 
regard to costs, of such a 
course. 

Lord Justice Merritt and 
wiro Justice Evans agreed. 

Ytag Hal Tin, Barrister 
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IN BRIEF 


Asda chief gives up political hopes 

The Asda chief, Archie Norman, said that he would give up his 
political ambitions to continue to buiJd the recovery of the su- 
permarket group which he bad revived. Mr Norman, who took 
over Asda in 1 991, had been mentioned as a possible candidate 
for Alan Howarth’s seat at Stratford-on-Avon. 

Executive pay, page 25 

Treasury accused in Knight Williams fight 

The Treasury was accused yesterday of spurning a battle for com- 
pensation by elderly investors caught up in the collapse of Knight 
Waiiams. the failed financial adviser. The investors action group 
claim that a letter from Angela Knight, the Treasury Minister, 
rejected every specific request for help. 

Cost fear over gifts settlement plan 


Bank of England proposals for a new gilts settlement system to 
run alongside Crest arc hitting serious ^ectioui mag mar- 
ket makers. Replies to a consultative document from the Bank 
are expected to show worries among leading gilt edged market 
makers (GEMS) about the cost implications of a new system. 
“The sort of costs involved will be intolerable for at least three 
years," said one head of market making. 

Lotus chief to step down after merger 

Jim Manzi. chief executive officer of the Lo SiSSSS 

Hevcfmadc mean effective chief executive of a nearly bfflion- 
dollar independent company, aren’t necessarily the attributes 
required of P in executive leading a division withm a much larg- 
er organisation." 

Rumours hit Fokker share price 

to filt for protect * rec0T d loses- Daimler s recent 

Leeson 'will not contest SFO move’ 

U-cson said ha d«s : jo ^ ^ decfcS. «5b- 
any arguments o^rfhe i Sc . n ^ dient a private ptos- 

dr^eigh^ummorLses KUCd ^ived the Barings 

ecution The and neither Mr Lee- 

bondholders andthc SFO, a. ro i e within theru- 

son nor his lawyers have any proper rote 

EC aid proposed for steel company 

The European Co l run j s S st^^PATIntcmational. The 
aid linked to the sole ofMStocuoi i ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Commission said it ^Hje/SoSSwis, including a five-year cap 
ty. but would impose Thc commission deaded 

on production and ^dependent consultants ted con- 

to recommend the ^ ^ especially since 

eluded that the new CPI 5H*|^Li or was prepared to invest sig- 
an experienced &***&££ wfllg^fore EU indus- 
mficant capital in it- The a ^ approval, 
try minister* on 6 November for appx 


North West 
stuns rival 
with raised 
bid for Rec 


MARY EAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

, Norweb, the regional electrici- 
ty company, succumbed to at- 
tack from North Wfest Whter 
after a renewed £1.83bn offer 
yesterday 

The size of the afier surprised 
the Qty and was met with a re- 
sounding silence from North 
TOsfs rival bidder, Tfexas Energy 
Partners, which is now expect- 
ed to turn its attention to an- 
other electricity target 

The revised offer values each 
Norweb share at £11.70 with a 
cash alternative of £11 .50, com- 
pared with Tfexas Energy’s lat- 
est cash offer of £10.85. For 
Norweb shareholders, who can 
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reclaim tax on the special divi- 
dend element of the price. 
North Wjsfs offer is worth up 
to 1^07-5p per share. 

The pnee per share is re- 
garded as extremely high 
against Hanson's agreed bid for 
Eastern EJectrialy at £9.75, 
and the£J0.10per share tabled 
by National Power in its pro- 
posed friendly takeover of 
Southern Electric. 

Shares in North West ^felei, 
which buDtits stake in Norweb 
to 25 per cent yesterday, fell ty 
22p to 573p. One Gty analyst 
sai± “This is very, very over- 
priced. The shareholders I am 
talking to are not happy.” 

There is a view that North 
West's determination to win 


Norweb is driven by the desire 
of the company's chairman. Sir 
Desmond Richer, to build a re- 
gional super-utility in the north 
west of Pwgianri. Bat Brian 
Staples, North West’s chief ex- 
ecutive. flatly rejected the sug- 
gestion that his company has 
gone too far. He said the 
takeover would still be earnings 
enhancing in the first full year 
and that interest cover and the 
gearing of the enlarged group 
would remain “prudent”. 

He went on: *T can tell you 
that North West's board have 
determined a position which we 
would never go beyond. The 
multi-utility created through 
the merger of North West Wh- 
ter and Norweb, with their sub- 
stantially ov er l a pping customer 
bases, wiU be uniquely placed to 
deliver efficiency savings, which 
win bring benefits to both cus- 
tomers and shareholders." 

There is concern in the CSty 
about the regulatory and polit- 
ical risks facing the enlarged 
group, which would fall under 
the scrutiny of Offer and Ofwat, 
and be subject to two price con- 
trol regimes. One analyst also 
stressed the potential problems 
of integrating the two busi- 
nesses, and the fact that the 
water group has no experience 
in the electricity sector. 

OfwaL, the water industry 
regulator, has already warned 
that it needs to be convinced 
that the takeover wifi not com- 
promise North Wesf 5 ability to 
fund its core water and sewage 
operations. Ofwat and Offer 
have prepared a joint submis- 
sion on the proposed bid for the 
Office of Rur^ Trading, which will 
advise the Government on 
whether the bid should be re- 
ferred to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. 

The revised offer coincided 
with a renewed call by the 
Labour Party for the entire in- 
dustry to be referred to the 
MMC in the li^ht of the surge 
of bids for regional firms. 

The board of Norweb said it 
had “no reason to expect Tfexas 
Energy Partners will revise its 
current offer ... and intends to 
recommend shareholders to 
accept the further increased 
offer from North West”. 


US Congress is urged to approve aid and ‘put a smile on a child's face’ 



Cash-for-poor plea by 
new World Bank head 


Washington — The new presi- 
dent of ibe World Bank has 
issued an impassioned plea to 
the US Congress to approve 
funds for aid to the world's 
poorest countries, writes Di- 
ane Coyle. 

James Wolfensohn (pic- 
tured above at the annual 
meeting of the IMF-World 
Bank) said earlier this week: 
“Money saved now for do- 


mestic purposes wifi lead to 
huge costs later. It is in the 
donor's own self-interest to 
maintain an adequate level of 
support." 

But be also wanted to cre- 


ate a “results culture", he 
said. “We must focus on our 
clients and results and break 
the armlock that, I sense, bu- 
reaucracy has placed on this 
institution. If we do that then 


we will create a more profound 
change than any structural re- 
organisation," he said. 

Mr Wolfensohn went on: “I 
have learned that the real test 
of development can be mea- 
sured not by the bureaucrat- 
ic approval process but by the 
smile on a child's face when a 
project is successful." 

Photograph: Charles TasnadilAP 


Fisons gives in to RPR 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 

The drugs group Fisons has giv- 
en in to the £1.8bn raised bid 
from Rhone-Rmlenc Rarer af- 
ter the collapse of discussions 
with an unnamed white Imight. 
The board, led by chief execu- 
tive Stuart Wallis, yesterday 
recommended the 265p offer, 
raised from 240p last week, 
nine days ahead of the closing 
date on 20 October. 

The news came as asurprise 
as Mr Wallis has strenuously 
resisted the bid and only last 
week dismissed the higher offer, 
saying it continued to under- 
value the company. Explaining 
his apparent volte face, he said 
yesterday the board had al- 
ready concluded before receiv- 
ing the increased offer that it 


was in a range they would be 
prepared to accept. “We would 
have even been prepared to ac- 
cept a little lower than that”, he 
said. 

What had prevented them 
was an approach from a major 

liad led them ttTtelieve that 
more attractive proposals might 
be put before shareholders. Mr 
Wallis refused to reveal the 
identity of the putative white 
knight, although there were ru- 
mours that it was a Continen- 
tal rival of RPR. There was 
some smprise that the board 
had derided to recommend the 
bid without waiting for the dos- 
ing date to see if another bid- 
der would enter the fray. 

Mr Willis dismissed any sug- 
gestion that there had been 


pressure from institutional 
shareholders, who he said had 
been “very loyal and support- 
ive". However, many have de- 
fected from his cause during the 
last few weeks, with yesterday's 
safe by Sun Life of Canada 
building on a market raid last 
week to take the bidder’s hold- 
ing to 20.9 per cent 

Robert Cawtbom, chairman 
of RPR, was yesterday delight- 
ed at Fisons’ acceptance ofthe 
revised offer, which followed all- 
night negotiations between the 
two sides. “We are very pleased 
that this was a very good price 
for Fisons, which has been 
recognised by the board." 

Mr Cawthom said the next 
step, once the bid went uncon- 
ditional would be to seek further 
information on Rsons and set up 


a small integration team involv- 
ing both sides to see how to pro- 
ceed with the merger of the 
businesses. There would be re- 
dundancies, with one area of ob- 
vious overlap being the two 
companies’ respiratory sales 
forces in the US. But job losses 
from the combined team of 
around 750 would be less than the 
400 suggested in some quarters. 

Meanwhile, Fisons’ develop- 
ment base for inhalant devices 
in Loughborough, Leicester- 
shire, is likely to be expanded. 
The site is held on a lease from 
Astra of Sweden for five years. 
It was too early to say whether 
the 200 staff there would be 
merged with RPR’s UK re- 
search and development oper- 
ation at Dagenham, Mr 
Cawthome said. 


High street banking: Merged group starts looking for fresh acquisitions, while rival goes for fond manager 


Lloyds seeks new target 



Nodding terms: Sir Brian Pitman (left) and Sir Nicholas 
God d) son at the launch of Lloyds TSB yesterday 


JOHN WILLCOCK 

Financial Correspondent 

Lloyds Bank and TSB unveiled 
details of their £15bn merger 
yesterday, including £35 Om of 
cost savings per year by 1997 - 
and immediatiy started talking 
about the next possible 
acquisition. 

Lloyds’ share s soared 49p to 
769p and TSB’s shares dosed 
18p up at368p as the City wel- 
comed the banks’ joint state- 
ment on projected cost savings. 
Some analysts suggested that 
the bank had implied that sav- 
ings could potentially be even 
er than forecast, 
oyds and TSB hit out at 
speculation on job losses, urged 
unions to drop their opposition 
to the deal and reaffirmed the 
future of the branch network. 
They said they would keep 
TSB’s merchant bank. Hill 
Samuel, and would allow TSB 
Scotland to remain registered in 
Edinb urgh as a separate entity. 

Sir Robin Ibbs, Lloyds’ diair- 
man and chairman-designate of 
the new bank, said it would “re- 
main watchful” of further con- 
solidation in the financial 
services sector. If a possible 
target added value and shared 
Lloyds* culture then “we would 
take it seriously”. 

The merged bank would gen- 
erate surplus capital in a few 
years so it was not constrained 
by resources if a bid opportu- 
nity arose, sakiSh Brian Pitman, 
Lloyds’ chief executive. “The 
between winners and 
is widening, not just in the 

UK but all over the world." 

Sir Robin hit out at “alarmist 
figures" on job losses in the 
press while refusing to give any 
himself. “Clearly there wifi be 
a n umb er of job reductions but 
the magnitude will depend on 
how the economy performs and 

the degree of success of this 
merger,” he said. He said the 
vast majority of jub cuts would 
be ty natural staff turnover. 


which currently stands at 6,000 
a year for the combined bank. 
He said that by cutting out du- 
plication there would be “one 
of everything” - one head office 
instead of two. one treasury op- 
eration, one branch technolo- 
gy system and so on. 

Sir Robin said: “Any change 
can cause worries but in my ex- 
perience people like to work for 
the winning team. The merger 
will be good for people all 
round and it will lead to better 
services and keener prices.” 

Although Lloyds will end up 
owning 704 per cent of the new 
bank following the merger, this 
did not mean Lloyds’ operations 
would necessarily be chosen, he 
said. “It depends which is best." 


Sir Robin also strongly de- 
fended windfall proSts from 
share options that the TSB 
board members stand to make 
under the mercer. He said that 
just because there had been a 
row about share options in the 
utilities, this should not “cast a 
shadow” across options as such. 
“There is an idea there is some- 
thing disreputable about options 
but it is a recognised way of 
aligning the interests of share- 
holders with directors.” he said. 

“If the share price docs well 
there is an opportunity for top 
management to participate. At 
the TSB there has been a re- 
markable improvement in prof- 
its over the last three years and 
the share price has reflected 


that A share scheme should be 
used to reward the effort and 
drill involved." 

Under the executive share op- 
tion scheme, the TSB’s chief ex- 
ecutive, Peter Ell wood stands to 
make a paper profit of £2m on 
his S38.S93 share options, while 
TSB’s chairman. Sir Nicholas 
Goodison, could make £1. 63m. 

Sir Brian Pitman said the new 
bank would retain TSB’s mer- 
chant bank. Hill Samuel, be- 
cause of its fond management 
and private banking activities. 

Sir Robin said the merger re- 
quired an Act of Parliament 
which he hoped would go 
through “before the end of the 
year." 

Bifc. the bank union, pledged 
yesterday to fight the merger, if 
necessary by challenging the 
move in Parliament. It believes 
up to 10.000 jobs and 500 
branches are at risk. 

Leif Mills, Bifu's general sec- 
retary. said: “It is already clear 
that thousands of jobs in head 
office departments, branches 
and subsidiary companies will 
go as a result of this merger. 

“Just about the only people 
to benefit from this merger 
will be the top executives who 
will get a fat bounty for the de- 
struction of the TSB, an historic 
bank that has traditional roots 
with working men and women 
and young people.” 


What shareholders get 


For 1 Uoytls share 
2.704 shares in the new 
Lloyds TSB group valued at 
769p 

For 1 TSB share 
1 share in the new 
Lloyds TSB group valued at 
284.2p 

plus 683p cash dividend 

plus I6p tax credit for some 
investors 

Based on Lloyds' dosing price of 
7B9t3 tas night 


Profile ofthe new group 
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NafWest joins 
the tussle to 
win Gartmore 


JOHN WILLCOCK 

NalWest group is vying with sev- 
eral Continental banks for the 
prize of Gartmore. the UK 
fund manager. Having failed to 
acquire first Baring Asset Man- 
agement, and then Mercury 
Asset Management at the time 
of the sale of SG Warburg, the 
UK bank is anxious not to lose 
out a third time. 

Germany’s Dresdner Bank 
and the Dutch giant ABN- 
Amro are also believed to be 
among the front-runners. 

This spring Dresdner bought 
the British merchant bank 
Kleinwort Benson, which has a 
relatively weak fond manage- 
ment business. ABN-Amro al- 
ready owns the broker Hoare 
Govetl, but has said repeated- 
ly that it wants to expand its 
fond management activities as 
part of its global investment 
banking ambitions. 

Late last month the troubled 
French Banque Indosuez said 
it was putting its 75 per cent 
stake in Gartmore up for sale. 
The market values the compa- 
ny at more than £550nu and any 
bidder would be expected to pay 
a hefty premium for control o'f 
Gartmore. 

NatWest is looking signifi- 
cantly to expand its fond man- 
agement business, which it sees 
as a key to building its retail fi- 
nancial services business in 
general. 

It sees a bigger asset man- 
agement business as enhancing 
the scope of what it can offer its 
retail customers. 

Gartmore has £24bn in funds 
under management, with a 
strong showing in UK pension 
funds. It lacks much invest- 
ment trust business, however. 


Thc American group GE 
Capital and ING. owner of 
Barings, have also been men- 
tioned in the City as leading 
bidders. 

Nationsbank of the US has a 
joint venture with Gartmore and 
as such has first refusal over up 
to a quarter of the British fund 
manager's shares. Any deal will 
have to be agreeable to the 
American bank, and it may 
well be a bidder itself. 

ftul Mynere, executive chair- 
man of Gartmore, yesterday 
said: “No comment.” 

Dresdner also yesterday de- 
clined to comment on a news- 
paper report that il was 
interested in buying the lndo- 
suez stake. “A flat no com- 
ment," said the Dresdner 
spokesman. Thomas Holm. 

Garunore's shares rose lOp 
to 276p on the speculation. 

Thc German newspaper Sud- 
deutsche Zeiiiuig said Bnnquc 
Indosuez had started talks with 
thc German hank, citing in- 
formed sources. 

The paper said the top po- 
tential buyers were Dresdner 
Bank. West LB and BHF Bank. 

Gartmore, which reported 
pre-tax profits of £162m for thc 
six months to 30 June 1995, has 
been in the bid frame ever 
since US and German banks 
Started nibbling at the UK fi- 
nancial sector. 

Any buyer will have to pro- 
vide “golden handcuffs” to re- 
tain staff. 

The announcement that in- 
dosuez was selling reign ited 
speculation about other UK 
fund managers such as Mercury 
Asset Management, Perpetual 
and the Anglo-American 
lnvcsco. 

Comment , page 25 
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Green budget: Influential forecast says the Chancellor has room for manoeuvre but says jury is out on plans for publi c spending cuts 

Tax cuts of only £2-3bn predicted 


RAUL WALLACE 

Economics Editor 

The 19% budget will mark a re- 
turn to tax cuts but they will be 
on a modest scale of 
£2bn-£3bn, according to the in- 
fluential “green budget" pre- 
sented by the Institute for Fiscal 
Studies and Goldman Sachs. 
Such a reduction would be con- 
sistent with a public sector bor- 
rowing requirement in 19967 of 
£17bn, £4bn higher than the lev- 
el projected by the Treasury in 
the 1994 budgeL 

A combination of spending 
cuts, offsetting tax rises and tol- 
eration or an increase in the 
PSBR would allow cuts in tax- 
ation which would be concen- 
trated on income tax. “Such a 
budget would not offend against 
the principles of sound public 
finance we have advocated in 
the past," the report said. 

However, the authors of the 
report warned that they had 
“considerable doubts" about 
the ability of the Government 
to cut spending in real terms in 
1995/96. “The jury is still out on 


whether the tight spending 
plans for the future will be re- 
alised, whether plans will be re- 
laxed in the run-up to the 
election or whether cash plans 
will be tightened to account for 
small overshoots in 1994/95 
and 1995/96 ” 

Presenting the 1995 “green 
budget" the EFS Director, An- 
drew Dilnot, said that £3bn 
would pay for a cut in the ba- 
sic rate of tax from 25 to 235 
percent. An increase of £450 in 
allowances was much more eq- 
uitable but lacked the same 
punch. A more arresting pack* 
age, he suggested, might be to 
achieve a basic rate of 20 per 
cent in one fell swoop. This 
would be achieved by raising the 


current lower band in which tax- 
able income is taxed at 20 per 
cent from £3,200 lo £11,225. 

At that level, there would be 
more taxpayers paying at 20 per 
cent than at 25 per cent How- 
ever, this would involve limiting 
the relief on personal al- 
lowances to 20 per cent, just as 
the relief on the married cou- 
ple's allowance has been re- 
duced to 15 per cent. 

.Mr Dilnot thought that a 
windfall tax on the utilities was 
not likely but that the Govern- 
ment might use the threat of 
one to get regulators to push for 
more rebates for customers. 
“The best solution to monop- 
oly abuses by the utility com- 
panies would be tighter 


regulation rather than the Gov- 
ernment appropriating these 
monopoly profits through tax- 
ation,” the report said. 

Outright abolition of stamp 
duty on the house purchase was 
les likely than as increase in its 
threshold from £60,000 to 
£100,000, Mr Dilnot said. He 
also questioned current taxation 
on drinks, which he described 
as “pretty bizarre." Mr Dilnot 
said there was a case for re- 
ducing taxes on spirits since the 
increase in demand might ac- 
tually boost revenue. Ihxes on 
beer could, however, safely be 
raised to raise receipts. 

Despite the energetic lobby- 
ing of the Institute of Directors 
for abolition of capital gains tax, 
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this did not figure in the green 
budgeL According to Mr Dilnot, 
CGT is “a finger in the dyke" 
necessary to prevent the con- 
version of income tax into cap- 
ital gains. Its abolition would 
lead to substantial tax 
avoidance. 

The trajectory for public bor- 
rowing laid out by the green 
budget would be consistent 
with a deficit of 2.1 percent next 
year and eventual near bal- 
ance by 1998/9. According to 
Gavyn Davies of Goldman 
Sachs this hi g hli g hted the po- 
tential for a relaxation of bud- 
getary policy under a Labour 

government. 

The leeway arose because 
Gordon Brown’s “golden rule” 
of borrowing no higher than in- 
vestment was less restrictive 
than the Government's plan to 
restore balance to the public fi- 
nances before the end of the 
decade. By permitting a PSBR 
of around 15 to 25 per cent of 
GDP, this created “considerable 
fiscal scope” for Labour, 
amounting to £12bn in 1997/8 
and as much as £lSbn in 1998/9. 



The Chancellor’s famous red box: when its contents are revealed 
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Unit trusts 
made to reveal 
managing cost 


nic cicum 

Tens of thousands of savers in 
unit and investment trusts axe 
to be told for the first time the 
cash cost of managing their 
fluids, endingyears of argument 
wi thin the financial services 
industry. 

The Personal Investment Au- 
thority, the leading financial 
watchdog, said yesterday it 
would require fond managers to 
disclose their charges to clients 
before their products can be 
sold. The proposals bring unit 
and investment trusts further 
into line with life and pensions 
products, whore a similar 
regime has been in force since 
the beginning of the year. 

David Peffer, the PIAs sec- 
retary, said yesterday that exact 
details for the unit and invest- 
ment trust industry w31 be pub- 
lished shortly. Comments on 
some of the technical aspects 
will be sought before the new 
rules become operational by the 
middle of next year. 

The announcement was wel- 
comed yesterday by sections of 
the industry. Philip Wtfland, di- 
rector general at the Associa- 
tion of Unit Trust and 
Investment Funds, said: “PIA 
board members and oar staff 
have worked very dosely... on 
these proposals. Wfe are pleased 
they nave been approved and 
look forward to seeing the 
detail." 

The lay elements to be dis- 
closed under the new rules will 
be a statement of both initial 
and on-going charges - in cash 
terms - on a nominal lump 
sum. Fund managers will have 
to provide an additional table 
showing the build-up of charges 
on an investment over time. 

Where some companies, for 


example M&G, impose exit 
charges bn savers who liquidate 
their investments early, the cost 
of doing so will also have to be 
disclosed.. 

A further example will have 
to be given of the charges in cas- 
es where the original investment 
has doubled This is seen as im- 
portant m that the annual man- 
agement levy is imposed on the 
overall lump sum, which may be 
growing thanks to investment 
-returns. 

The information will be in a 
document handed to potential 
investors before they buy a 
product. Exceptions mil be al- 
lowed where the investment is 
bought over the telephone or by 
post. 

Mr Peffer said: “It maybe to 
investors’ advantage to cany out 
a transaction quickly. In that 
case, deifying the purchase un- 
til a key features document is 
sent out may not be to their 
benefit." r 

A cooling-off period will be 
allowed for investors who want 
to change their minds. 

The PIAs decision brings to 
an end years of wrangling be- 
tween financial regulators and 
the unit and investment trust in- 
dustry, which regularly attacked 
as unworkable earlier propos- 
als by the PIA and its 
predecessors. 

Hundreds of millions of 
pounds of unit and investment 
trusts are sold each month to 
new investors. 

Supporters of the new dis- 
closure regime have long argued 
that savers should be told ex- 
actly how much an investment 
will cost them. The life indus- 
try was forced to tell its clients 
what the cost of commissions 
and other charges are on a life 
insurance or pension product. 


Cable directive 
due next week 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Adoption of the European 
Commission's cable directive, 
aimed at liberalising telecom- 
munications markets in Eu- 
rope, has been delayed by a 
week for “purely technical rea- 
sons,” according to sources in 
Brussels. It is now lodged with 
the translation service and win 
not be officially adopted until 
after the weekend, the sources 
said. 

The subject of an intense lob- 
bying campaign from BT the di- 
rective is aimed at ensu ring 
competition in what the Com- 
mission calls non -reserved tele- 
coms services - including home 
shopping, multimedia, closed 
business networks and data 
tra nsmi ss i on- It does not cover 
voice telephony, which is due to 
be completely liberalised by 1 
January 1998. 

BT had hoped that the Com- 
mission would adopt an amend- 
ment - as proposed by the 
— ropean I%rliament - that 
would have given telecoms op- 
erators die right to broadcast 
over their phone networks. But 
tiie Commission declined to 
accept the parliamentary 
amendment, to BfTs regret. 
The company said yesterday it 
would have preferred Co see the 
Commission supporting the 
view expressed by the European 
Parliament. 

Cunentiy, BT s forbidden to 
use its network to broadcast au- 
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dio-visual services in the UK un- 
til at least 2002, when the pro- 
hibition is to be reviewed. Last 
week, BT and the Labour Par- 
ty unveiled an agreement under 
which the ban would be lifted 
in exchange for BT cabling 
every school, hospital, univer- 
sity and local authority in the 
country. 

The directive is scheduled to 
go into effect in 1996, bringing 
early competition to markets 
where the main telecoms op- 
erator has a monopoly or dom- 
inant position. The EC is keen 
to encourage competitors such 
as cable companies and utilities 
to develop alternative telecoms 
infrastructures in advance of full 
liberalisation in 199$. 

The freedom to provide non- 
reserved services would also ex- 
tend to telecom companies 
from other EC countries. 

At home, BT already faces di- 
rect competition in voice tele- 
phony from the cable industry 
an ^ _ from other service 
providers such as Mercuiy. It ar- 
gues that the rest of Europe 
needs to move more quickly to- > 
ward building a liberalised# 
market 

. 5? Commission has taken u 
nam line with Continental tele- 
coms operators, insisting for ex- 
ample on concessions from 
Deutsche Telekom and France 
Telecom before approving their 
confioversial joint venture. But 
BT has been frustrated with the 
slow pace of reform. 
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A dubious distinction with a weighty impact 


“There is no way of 
making a sensible 
distinction between 
an ordinary and a 
special dividend - the 
name of the latter is 
simply a way of 
indicating that it is a 
one-off” 


there was the enhanced scrip dm- 
aend. Then the share buy-back. New we 
i C 5 e dividend, the latest exam- 
ples of which are contained in yesterday’s 
takeover bids by Lloyds Bank for TSB and 
North West Water for Noxweb. The City's 
ingenuity in depriving theJBxriiequer of cor- 
poration tax and delivering the benefits to 
tax-exempt shareholders (mostly pension 
binds), knows no bounds. 

All these schemes involve entirely legjti- 
mate use of the existing tax system - but on 
a scale and m away Umt was surely DOt antic- 
ipated by officials. The basic principle is sim- 
ple enough: cash payments by companies to 
tax-exempt institutions among their share- 
holders are topped up with a tax credit. This 
seems entirety reasonable in the ordinary 
course of dividend payments. But vixen it 
involves very substantial repayment of cap- 
ital, sometimes linked to a takeover bid, it 
is open to abuse. With a special dividend, 
institutions claim a tax credit t hat increases 
the value of the payout by 25 per cent On 
the face of it. this is a ridiculous and unjus- 
tifiable subsidy that threatens to drain bil- 
lions from the Treasury as companies and 
their advisers catch onto it. 

But the problem, as the Institute for Fis- 
cal Studies pointed out in its Green Budget, 
is that there is noway of making a sensible 
distinction between an ordinary and a spe- 
cial dividend - the name of the fatter is sim- 
ply a way of indicatin g that it is a one-off 
Banning them would simply switch corpo- 


rate effort into something else. Buybacks are 
even more tax-effective/Sadty, there may be 
no ea^ sohztion.77ie tax benefits are rooted 
in the longstanding use of advance corpo- 
ration tax. This is a misnomer. ACT is in fact 
an advance payment of shareholders’ income 
tax, and that is why tax-exempt institutions 
receive a credit on their dividends. 

The onfy sensible way for the Chancellor 
to get out of fills hole without causing chaos 
is to reform the taxation of diridends to 
remove the distortions caused by these 
credits. But when Stephen Dorrell flirted 
with the idea last year while at the Treasury 
he was jumped on from a great heigh t-The 
market’s reaction to Norman Lament's 
£tbn raid on the institutions’ tax credits in 
the 1993 Budget had already signalled the 
dangers for a Tbiy government of tamper- 
ing in this area. The chances of Kenneth 
Clarke having another go appear slim, but 
reform is overdue. 

Lloyds’ techno 
love-in with TSB 


hardly comes across as an archetypal 
techno-freak, but in business today yon nave 
to be. Information technology, and the 
competitive advantages it can bring to retail 
banking, is one of the main driving forces 

TSB. 


behind the proposed link-up with 
That and size. Sir Brian believes 


that suc- 


cess in the UK retail financial services sec- 
tor, where the opportunities for growth are 
slim and margins even slimmer, is increas- 
ingly about leveraging size. 

With this deal, Lloyds and TSB hope to 
have stolen a march on their rivals by 
achieving, at a stroke, a much bigger branch 
network and customer base along with con- 
siderable scope for paring back costs. But 
that nf course is the rationale behind all such 
big mergers, The bard part is pulling it off 

Technology will play a decisive role here. 
Sir Brian becomes almost delirious when 
describing the competitive edge of Chel- 
tenham & Gloucester's information retrieval 
system, which Lloyds is now applying 
throughout its mortgage business. Now the 
idea is to take the best banking IT system, 
probably the TSB’s, for the combined group. 
The potential for back-office savings, by 
extending an already developed system, 
would be significant, possibly worth more 
than £100m a year by itself. The elimination 
of duplication in back-office and head- 
quarter staff and functions, before even get- 
tmg onto the branch network, suggests that 
Sir Brian and bis TSB counterpart, Peter ED- 
wood, are. if anything, being rather cautious 
on the cost-saving potential. 

Rather than the £350m of annual savings, 
or 9 per cent of the combined cost base, that 
they are talking about, the real potential 
may be closer to £500m a year. No wonder 
many analysts expect the combined animal 
to achieve a stock market valuation of 


£ 25 bn. To see the potential just take the com- 
bined present stock market value of the two 
companies, £1 3bn. subtract the JEIbn special 
dividend, and watch the upside. 

Assuming it can be got through the com- 
petition authorities, tins is a superb deal for 
Lloyds. The geographical fit. wiLh TSB’s 
Northern and Scottish bias complementing 
Lloyd’s Southern stronghold, suggest that 
the branch reductions may not have to be 
severe. The strength of the fit, and the fact 
that Sir Brian and Mr Ellroore arc hating 
tire banking equivalent of a love-in, makes 
the task of any late rival bidder pretty diffi- 
cult. Hie agreed nature of the bid. and the 
fact that Doyds/TSB will not have a domi- 
nant share of any market, should reduce the 
chances of an MMC referral. 

NatWest gears up 
for Gartmore 

S ir Brian Pitman is not the only one with 
a glint in the eye. The boys from NatWest 
are on heat again. They are to be found ser- 
enading ardently beneath Gartmore 's bal- 
cony. Twice recently they have lunged up the 
aisle, only to see Barings and Warburg car- 
ried off by a rival suitor. Will it be third time 
lucky? NatWest is impatient to push on with 
its plans to be a global investment banking 
powerhouse. Hie money is there and it in- 
tends to use iL There is no talk of a share 
buy-back at the top of NatWest. Once the 


s re- 
war- 


sale goes through of Bancorp. NatWest ‘i 
tafl banking operation in the US, the \ 
chest will be brimful]. Reading the runes, 
NatWest is preparing for purchases on botb 
sides of the Atlantic. There appear to be three 
thoughts driving NatWest strategy. Strong 
corporate finance brings essential value to 
a securities house. A large fund management 
operation enhances the profitability of a 
bank's retail business. And to win global in- 
vestment banking deals you must have a 
strong presence in the US. 

Gartmore would fit NatWest ’s fund man- 
agement needs admirably, despite the fancy 
prices on demand these days. Corporate 
finance in London poses more of a problem, 
mainly because there arc few eligible part- 
ners. NatWest Markets presents an uncom- 
fortable imbalance, with a strong equities 
business and a corporate finance side still 
scarred by the traumas of County. It is to the 
US. however, that shareholders will be 
looking nervously. It has proven a graveyard 
for British investment banks. But those with 
global ambitions realise that there is no half- 
hearted approach lo New York. This applies 
equally to BZW, Deutsche. SBC and UBS. 
The only question is who moves first. 
NatWest, which already has the biggest US 
equities operation among foreigners, 
appears to be mulling either buying a 
medium-sized securities house, or a joint- 
venture, buying part of a US firm or setting 
up a new partnership. Investors should 
brace themselves. 


Exchange told to delay 
new rules on top pay 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

Leading companies have been 
pressing the Stock Exchange to 
delay implementation of new 
rules on top pay - due to be 
published today - for more 
consultations, particularly about 
tbe powers and independence 
of remuneration committees. 

The new rules, based on the 
work of the Greenbuiy Com- 
mittee on executive pay, are in 
tbe form of alterations to tbe 
Stock Exchange yellow book, 
which governs the conduct of 
listed companies. 

One key area of difficulty is 
the Greenbuiy committee's 
proposal that remuneration 
committees should be com- 
posed of independent non-ex- 
ecutive directors, with a 
chairman accountable directly 
to shareholders. 

This appears to conflict with 
the current legal 'position tbal 
all directors are responsible 
for the running of a company. 


with the chair man • 
the board as a whole. 

There are concerns that tbe 
new rules will turn the inde- 
pendence of remuneration 
committees into a legally bind- 
ing requirement, without ad- 
dressing the conflict with the 
more general obligation of ah 
directors to the company. 

This is one of a number of ar- 
eas where companies believe 
the new rules are likely to be too 
inflexible. The rules have been 
drawn up after two months of 
consultation since a draft of the 
changes was published on 31 
July. 

The CBL which set up the 
Greenbuiy Committee in Jan- 
uary, is broadly supporting the 
Stock Exchange’s revisions but 
many of its members would pre- 
fer to have seen a greater em- 
phasis on voluntary codes. 

It also emerged that the CBI 
is pushing for Budget rethink on 
tax treatment of share options. 
Employers were caught off 
guard in the summer when 


Kenneth Clarice abolished cap- 
ital gains tax relief on share op- 
tion profits. 

The CBI believes he should 
switch to levying income tax on 
profits when shares are sold 
rather than when options are ex- 
ercised- Without the change 
there will be a disincentive to 
managers to bold shares in the 
companies they work for, be- 
cause of their liability for tax on 
the unsold shares immediately 
the options are exercised. 

Meanwhile, Mr Clarice was 
threatened with a backbench re- 
volt when parliament reassem- 
bles unless he reverses his 
abolition of the tax relief. 

And at a Bow Group meet- 
ing in Blackpool, Tbry back- 
bencher David Shaw and stock 
broker John Marshall MF 
linked with Lord Wolfson, 
Chairman of Next, and Archie 
Norman, chief executive of 
Asda to attack abolition. Mr 
Norman described the chan- 
cellor's decision as “a ample 
cockup". 



Archie Norman: accused the Chancellor of a ‘cock-up’ in his decision to abolish tax 
relief on employee share options 


Clarke raises 
rates question 


RAUL WALLACE 

Economics Editor 

Kenneth Garke has discussed 
the question of a cut in inter- 
est rates with Eddie George, for 
the first time since the minutes 
of their monthly meetings start- 
ed being published lasfyear. 

In his meeting with the Gov- 
ernor of the Bank of England 
on 7 September, the Chancel- 
lor said that “although there was 
no case for an increase in in- 
terest rates this month, there 
was also, in his view, no case for 
reducing them”. 

Geoffrey Dicks. UK econo- 
mist at NatWest Markets, sug- 
gested that Mr Clarke could be 
seeking to change the terms of 
the debate. “It is significant the 
Chancellor now feels that the 
question has to be raised.” 

Mr Garke said that the out- 
look for inflation had improved. 
There was now “very strong ev- 
idence that growth had slowed 
to a more sustainable rate”. Fur- 
thermore, cost pressures from 


higher input prices “had so far 
been absorbed more than ex- 
pected. and there was little to 
suggest that they would not 
continue to be in the future”. 

According to the Chancellor, 
“the mam potential cause for 
concern was the strength of the 
monetary data, which remained 
puzzling at a lime when activi- 
ty was more subdued”. 

The Governor took a more 
pessimistic line on costs: “De- 
spite much talk of easing cost 
pressures, there was not much 
firm evidence of this.” The 
pressures to pass on cost in- 
creases remained “very strong”. 

Mr George conceded that 
economic activity had softened 
through the summer. However 
the probability “was that final 
demand would continue to 
grow fairly steadily” This would 
allow the overall rate of growth 
to pick up after a period in 
which excess stocks had been 
worked off although the pos- 
sibility of somewhat weaker 
growth could not be ruled ouL 
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This could be last 
chance for Clarke 


Tf new Labour paid homage to 
Athe memory of Harold Wil- 
son in Brighton, the Tory par- 
ty conference in Blackpool is 
haunted by the political grand- 
master's most famous line - a 
week is a long time in politics. 
Alan Howarth's defection has 
shaken the received political 
wisdom that John Major’s gov- 
ernment can run till spring 
1997. With only four by-elec- 
tions necessary to destroy their 
outright majority, the Conser- 
vatives have now to reckon on 
sible election next year, 
lie upshot is that when Ken- 
neth Clarke addresses the con- 
ference today, he will do so in 
the knowledge that the ground 
has shifted under his feet since 
his trip to the International 
Monetary Fund meetings in 
Washington. Before Mr 
Howarth became the new 
Labour MP for Stratford, the 
working assumption was that 
the Chancellor still had two 
Budgets to go. Now Mr Clarke 
has to reckon on the possibili- 
ty that this may he the only shot 
in his locker. 

The changing odds on the 
electoral timetable seem certain 
to reshape the budgetary arith- 
metic. Yesterday’s "green bud- 
get" presented by the Institute 
for Fiscal Studies and Goldman 
Sachs held out the prospect of 
a low-key return to tar cuts this 
November, worth no more than 
£2-3bn. For the real fireworks, 
we would have to wait for the 
1996 Budget when according to 
Andrew Dilnot director of" he 
IFS, we could see “some real- 
ly big tax cuts". 

Charitable and broad-minded 
though Kenneth Clarke may be, 
he is unlikely to wish to endow 
Gordon Brown with such a 
handsome legacy. By highlight- 
ing the risk that this may be the 
lories' last chance to restore 
their tax-cutting credentials, Mr 
Howarth has raised the likeli- 
hood that the Government will 
cut every conceivable comer to 
deliver the goods on tax cuts this 
November. 

That is the political impera- 
tive, but not for the first time a 
Chancellor finds himself caught 
between a rock and a hard 
place. Two weeks ago, the City 
balked at a gilts auction for the 
first time. And yet the Bank of 
England will have to sell £3bn 
worth of government debt every 
month - necessitating an extra 
auction next February - if it is 
to meet a borrowing require- 
ment that has stubbornly re- 
fused to fall so far this year. 

The “green budget” forecast 
of £27bn for the current finan- 
cial year, 1995/6, is a for cry from 
the £21_5bn predicted by the 
Treasury last November, but is 
itself less than several City fore- 
casts. Whatever the precise out- 
look for this year, it is hardly the 
most promising background for 
a Chancellor to play fast and 
loose with the public finances. 
The last thing Kenneth Clarke 
needs is a crisis m the gilts mar- 
ket accompanied by a stem lec- 



ECONOMIC VIEW 

PAUL WALLACE 


lure from Eddie George on the 
need for an offsetting rise in in- 
terest rates to make up for fis- 
cal irresponsibility. The 
Governor of the Bank of Eng- 
land made such a warning ex- 
pl icily to the Treasury Select 
Committee over the summer. 

One way or another, there- 
fore. the Chancellor has to pre- 
sent a credible forecast for the 
public sector borrowing re- 
quirement next year which 
shows it continuing to decline. 
In last year's Budget, the Trea- 
sury projected a deficit of 
£13bn. subsequently raised to 
£16bn in its economic forecast 
in June. 

The “green budget" forecast 
of a more or less acceptable 
£17bn depends on achieving a 
real cut of half a per cent in The 
“control total” of public ex- 
penditure targeted by ministers 
in the public spending round. % 
contrast, the Ernst & Young 
Item Gub. which uses the Trea- 


Whatever they 
say, the reality is 
that spending 
will rise in real 
terms next year 


sury model, projected earlier 
this week a PSBR of £25bn even 
without any tax cuts. 

Faced with this prospect, it is 
no wonder that the mild 
Wiliam Wal degrave has been 
reincarnated in the unlikely 
guise of chief axe-swinger in his 
new job as Chief Secretary. 
Spending must fall: that is his 
battle-cry, that is the Cabinet's 
new faith. 

Yet (he idea that public 
spending will fall in real terms 
in an election year seems the 
height of implausibility. As the 
charts below demonstrate. Ken- 
neth Garke did cut public ex- 
penditure in his November 1994 
Budget. But the cut was in the 
planned totals. 

A similar pledge of a reduc- 


tion m planned spending was 
made in the November 1993 
Budget for the financial year 
that ended this spring. This 
was supposed to lead to a cut 
in real terms of just over one per 
cent in 1994/5. Instead, spend- 
ing rose by that amount in real 
terms. Lower than expected in- 
flation meant that the cash 
amounts available to depart- 
ments bought more than the 
Treasury had planned. 

In brandishing his cuts in 
planned expenditure in the last 
Budget, Mr Clarke in effect 
pushed the real cut forward to 
this year. Yet once again, low- 
er than expected inflation is 
turning that real cut into a real 
rise of about half a per cent ac- 
cording to the “green budget”. 
Even that modest rise has al- 
ready made for huge unpopu- 
larity in key areas of public 
service - witness the revolt of 
parents this spring over cuts in 
education spending. 

The reality is that no matter 
what Mr Wd degrave and Mr 
Garke say. public expenditure 
will increase in real terms next 
year. Current plans for key areas 
like health belong in the fiction 
rather than non-fiction depart- 
ment of a library. The Govern- 
ment is not, in practice, going to 
blow its manifesto pledge with 
the current projected decline of 
one and a half per cent 

This would seem to leave the 
Chancellor with only one way 
out of his dilemma: to switch 
taxation. Hrs apparent flirtation 
with the idea of a windfall util- 
ities tax is suggestive of the po- 
tential for raiding the corporate 
sector to finance a hefty cut in 
personal taxation. Restoring 
the cut of 2 per cent made in 
corporation tax in the 1991 
Budget would, for example, 
eventually yield £2bn a year. 

A political Budget this year 
has always been seen as a rac- 
ing certamty. But nothing con- 
centrates the mind like the 
prospect of execution. The odds 
on a Budget that moves heav- 
en and earth to cut income tax 
without compensating cuts in 
public spending have drasti- 
cally shortened. 
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On the face of it, the revelation that the 
Chancellor, Kenneth Garke, and Bank 
of England Governor Eddie George are 
in no mood to cut interest rates is bad 
news for gilts. But few realty expected 
any reduction and on most counts the 
immediate outlook remains good. 

The market for government bonds 
is more homogeneous than that for eq- 
uities and marginally less erratic. Its 
prospects are highly dependent on 
what the market thinks wul happen Lo 
inflation and interest rates, altho ugh the 
market also takes account of the rela- 
tive attractions of UK bonds to UK eq- 
uities and to US and German bonds. 

On inflation, the 1990 commitment 
to keep a lid on prices has survived de- 
valuation in 1992 and has not been se- 
riously challenged since. There is 
reason to believe that interest rates have 
reached their peak in the current eco- 
nomic cycle, while inflation rates could 
also be close to the top. Yet gilt-edged 
stocks with 10 years to maturity, cur- 
rentty yielding between &25 and gj per 
cent, are discounting worse to come. 
The real rate of return of 5 per cent is 
h igh and attractive by historic standards. 

The slate of government finances 
could cause worries for the market. The 
public sector borrowing requirement is 
likely to overshoot the target this year 
by anything between £5bn and £9bn, but 
the longer-term outlook is better. The 
Government is likely to finance tax cuts 
by cutting spending rather than in- 
creased borrowing. Meanwhile, fears 
of an incoming Labour government be- 
having irresponsibty have been quelled 
by the iron resolve of Tony Blair to win 
the confidence of financial markets. 

Institutional demand forgDts should 
also hold up. in spite of last month’s 
wobble, when the auction was under- 
subscribed for the first time. Share 
prices could begin to look vulnerable 
once the current takeover froth sab- 
sides, increasing the attractions of 
bonds. Further underpinning should 
come from overseas investors. Nflcko, 
the giant Japanese bank, expects Japan- 
ese institutions to buy more gSts fol- 
lowing further recent relaxation of 
controls on outward imresunenL 

Together, the evidence suggests thai 
this is no time to reduce gilt holdings. 
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Workwear firm 
recovering poise 

Alexandra Workwear has been at- 
tempting to recover its poise ever 
since demand for its uniforms and its 
share price fell off a cliff, forcing a div- 
idend cut in 1991 
The atmosphere now is very differ- 
ent from the heady 1980s, but against 
the background of a sluggish and high- 
ly cranpetilive market, the company has 
done well to raise profits 27 per cent 
to £2.74m in the 28 weeks to 12 August 
Trading margins improved from 6 JS 
to 8.2 per cent as Alexandra success- 
fully dawed back the rise in raw ma- 
terial costs that led to disappointing 
resalts last year. 

Price rises accounted for between 4 
and 5 points of the 7 per cent increase 
in turnover to £35.7m. The rest came 
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from efforts to upgrade products like 
boiler-suits, with resulting margin im- 
provements. 

The company says that the increase 
in raw materials has now levelled oft 
but it is not banking on last year's S per 
cent hike being reversed. Meanwhile, 
the market continues to do it few 
favours, with little sign that the caution 
of buyers is lifting. 

Other factors, however, should con- 
tinue to underpin its recovery this 
year. For a start, Alexandra is without 
the start-up costs incurred in 1994 on 
four new shops. It should also see a re- 
duction in finance charges as gearing, 
15 per cent in August, falls dose to zero 
by the year end. 

Further out, next month's expected 
consolidation of four sites on to one at 
Bristol should eventually produce cost 
savings of £500,000 a year. 

Alexandra has built up a command- 
ing 35 per cent of its market on the back 


of its quick-response service, saving the 
customer the need to cany large stocks. 
Bui that may not be enough to protect 
it in another downturn , even if the bal- 
ance sheet has been restored to health. 

Profits of £5.4m this year would put 
the shares on a prospective priee/cam- 
ings multiple of 16. High enough. 

Pioneer follows 
the Ashanti trail 


Pioneer Goldfields will be following a 
trail blazed last year by Lonrho’s 
Ashanti when it comes lo tnc stock mar- 
ket next month. Both have Ghana, West 
Africa, as the focus of their operations, 
an area to which investors have hitherto 
had little access. 

Like Ashanti. Pioneer will be a sub- 
stantial group. Depending on the final 
offer price, expected to be between $950 
and $1050 a share, it wiD be capitalised 
at between S712m and $788m. Ac- 
cording to yesterday’s pathfinder 
prospectus, that would put a value of 
between $77.40 and $85.60 on each of 
the group's 9.2m ounces of proven and 
probable gold reserves. A fifth of the 
group is being offered for sale by the 
parent company. Pioneer Group of the 
US. The notional mid at the offer price 
is 1 percent, with fat dealings expected 
on 8 November. 

Pioneer offers a relatively low cost, 
low risk way into Wsst African gold min- 
ing. Cash costs at $196 an ounce for the 
six months to June are well below a 
world average, nearer $250, and the 
heap leaching process it employs is rel- 
atively straightforward compared with 
Ashanti's deep rained gold. That is il- 
lustrated by the latter's recent warning 
that it would miss its production fore- 
casts this year after disruptions caused 
tty drought and floods. 

Production is set to rise from the cur- 
rent 235,000 ounces to 400,000 by 
1998, making itone of the top 20 mines 
in the world. But investors should be- 
ware the political risk and, despite the 
differences, bear in mind the fate of 
Ashanti, where the share price is right 
back where it started last year. 
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Institutions dismiss the restructuring of Australia’s biggest retailer as a ‘diversion’ 

Coles plan foils to set investors alight 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 

Coles Myer, Australia's biggest 
retailer, has announced a mul- 
ti-billion dollar restructuring 
of its entire operations, in one 
of the largest series of transac- 
tions in the country’s corporate 
history. 

But it foiled to satisfy major 
investors who are pushing for a 
boardroom shake-up, because 
the restructuring failed to ad- 
dress shareholders' concerns 
about conflicts of interest 
among directors. 

The company said the reor- 
ganisation could see the cre- 
ation of several new public 


companies, further asset sales, 
and share buybacks that might 
take up to a year to complete. 

Coles said that its plans 
would “fundamentally change 
the face of the Australian retafl 
market”. The company added 
that Solomon Lew, Coles’ 
biggest shareholder, will relin- 
quish his role as executive chair- 
man and become non-executive 
chairman. 

The retailer has been under 
pressure from institutional in- 
vestors to appoint an indepen- 
dent chairman and make board 
changes after details of a secret 
share transaction were revealed 
last month. 


The share transaction, which 
was revealed only after the 
sacked finance director, Philip 
Bowman, went public with his 
concerns, cost Coles ASlSm 
(£9Jm) and benefited a com- 
pany associated with Mr Lew. 

A statement by Coles said 
that details of the restructuring 
would take some time to be fi- 
nalised. 

‘The restructuring will realise 
far-reaching benefits for all 
stakeholders and shareholders, 
employees, suppliers and cus- 
tomers,” the statement said. 
“The board's preferred struc- 
ture is to separate the major 
businesses within the group 


and create several new public 
companies, with separate man- 
agement and independent 
boards.” 

Coles said that without cross- 
ownership, a common parent or 
common holding company, 
these public companies would 
be able to function indepen- 
dently. But large institutional in- 
vestors were not satisfied with 
the restructuring and said they 
would seek replacements for 
some of Coles current directors, 
at the annual general meeting 
on 21 November. The Aus- 
tralia Mutual Provident Society 
(AMP), Australia's biggest in- 
stitutional investor, said AMP 


Investments, the State Super- 
annuation Coip and Bankers 
Trust Australia would seek the 
changes. 

“I don’t think it realty solves 
anything," said George Bat- 
sakis, analyst with J3. Wfere. He 
felt that Giles' underlying prof- 
its would be the same, irre- 
spective of the ncw-look 
structure. Another broker said: 
“Breaking it up and buybacks 
are just a diversion.” 

A retail analyst said that 
while a proxy battle between the 
company and major share- 
holders was still likely, it was too 
early to say if this would occur 
at the annual meeting or later. 
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Launch costs 
hurt Chrysler 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 

Chrysler, America's third 
largest carmaker, saw third- 
quarter profits decline 46 per 
cent from a year ago as the cost 
of new launches mounted. 

The company, under fire 
from potential bidder Kirk 
Kerkorian to improve share- 
holder value, did not help its 
case tty reporting earnings down 
from $65 lm to $354m. The 
profits translated to 91 cents a 
share, compared with $1.76 in 
the third quarter of 1994. 

Chrysler said profits were 
lower mainly due to reduced 
production of minivans during 
the changeover to a new mod- 
el, costs related to the minivan, 
higher rebates and other buy- 
er incentives, and the deterio- 
ration of the Mexican economy. 

Traditionally, third quarters 
are troughs for America’s big 
three carmakers because of the 
cost of model changeovers, va- 
cation-slowed production and 
slower summer sales. 

Cbiysleris profits grew from 
the second quarter to the third, 
and Juty-September was the 
third-best third quarter in com- 
pany history, Robert Eaton, 
the chairman, said. “Customer 
response to our new minivans 
has been outstanding, and we 
expect to be near full minivan 
production capacity tty the end 
of the fourth quarter.” 

Chiysler’s revenue for the 


quarter rose to $12bn from 
$11.7bn in the same 1994 peri- 
od. In the first nine months, 
Chrysler profits have fallen to 
$1.08bn, or $2.82 a share, from 
$2^bn, or $6.92 a share, in the 
same 1994 period. Revenue 
was relatively flat at S38.1bn. 
against $38bn a year ago. 

Chrysler, which has been 
linked with a possible tie-up 
with Sweden’s Volvo, achieved 
combined sales in the US and 
Canada of 560,000 vehicles in 
the quarter, a market share of 
13.6 per cent, up 0.1 per cent 

Internationally, Chrysler’s re- 
tail sales for the third quarter 
totalled 40,120 units, up 27 per 
cent over the 1994 period. 
Chrysler sold 21,918 vemdes in 
Europe in the third quarter, an 
increase of 36 per cent over the 
same period in 1994. . 

The automaker approved an 
increase in its common stock re- 
purchase programme during 
the quarter, from $lbn to S2bn 
to be completed tty the end of 
1996. It said that through the 
first nine months it repurchased 
17.4 million shares of its com- 
mon stock at a cost of S782m. 

The US's biggest cannaker, 
General Motors, reports prof- 
its on Tuesday, when ft is also 
expected to show a year-oo-year 
falL Along with Ford; the big 
three’s combined thin^quarter 
profits are likety to total about 
$1.2bn, down from about 
$2.3bn a year ago. 
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Simon Pineombe CITY DIARY 


SBC’s style disarms the critics 


From the September issue of 
Euromoney comes the an- 
nouncement of the presti- 
gious Deals of the Year 
awards. And the winner is ... 
SBC 

The judges have been lav- 
ish in their praise for the 
Swiss bank. “No single over- 
the-counter option has shak- 
en the City of London so 
greatly, interpreted its rules 
with such abandon, or trou- 
bled so many lawyers as the 
cost-saving derivative used 
by Thifalgar House in its 
abortive attempt to take over 
Northern Electric.” 

You will recall that the 
“contracts for differences” 
gave Trafalgar options over 
the shares in seven regional 
electricity companies, includ- 
ing 335 million shares in the 
target company, before the 
bid was announced. When 
the options were eventually 
closed out Trafalgar had 
earned £6m towards its costs. 

The judges were particu- 


an observer. “Champagne 
and peanuts, ” agreed a 
guest. 

Cedric Brown’s now-infa- 
mous defence of his 75 per 
cent pay rise last year has 
saddled British Gas with an 


intractable problem - how to 
improve the corporate image 
when no one will take on the 
job. The post of bead of me- 
dia relations remains vacant 
with the salary on offer rising 
daily. 

Coming on top of gas 


SBC handled the ensuing 
outrage over the ethics of foe 
deal, noting that the most 
vociferous critic was SG 
Wrrburg, which was immedi- 
atekty gobbled up tty foe 
Swiss bank. 

Alas, Sir Patrick Sergeant 
and his crew no longer throw 
the best party in town. This 
week's International Mone- 
tary Fund jamboree in Wash- 
ington has been deprived of 
Euromoney’s legendary re- 
ceptions, no doubt thanks to 
last week's profits warning 
from the publisher. Instead 
there were just two low-key 
lunchtime receptions . 

“They have not registered 
on foe landscape," remarked 
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price rises and service cuts, 
Mr Brown’s IVe-eamed-it- 
so-I’Il-keep-it approach went 
straight into the PR training 
manual as an example of 
how it should not be done. 

Yesterday a senior public 
relations figure confided that 
he had turned down 
£100,000 to do the job.’ Not 
so long ago the head hunters 
were trawling the market 
with less than £50,000. 

Once asked to say something 
amusing at a dinner party, 
Noel Coward replied: “Aus- 
tralia”. However, ihis is not a 
joke that will go down well at 
Lloyds Bank on the return to 
this country of Geraldine 
Davies, Having built a pow- 
erful role for herself as one 
of the bank's corporate 
mouthpieces, Ms Davies 
chose to go on holiday Down 
Under just before the’ big 
one broke. Colleagues are 
trembling. 

The Fengshai Network - 
which promotes the under- 
standing of the Chinese prac- 
tice of placing of objects in a 
budding to create the best 
harmony- is firing over Bill 
Spears, the West's leading 
authority, to lecture British 
architects on how it is done. 

The Network insists that 
Mr Spears will be required 
bstenmg, claiming that both 
Richard Branson and Sir a 
Richard Greenbury are al- 
reatty disciples. Mr Branson 
took spiritual advice before 
launching Virgin's Hong 
Kong route. Sir Richard has 
apparently been convinced 
that the impressive perfor- 
mance of the Marks & 

Spencer Hong Kong store is 
all down to fengslmi. 
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Events on "Wall Street, 
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the direction of share prices in 
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SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


share pries, pence 


market report /shares 

Prices forge ahead as takeover action intensifies fci i iHmw 
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London prices opened 
slightly softer yesterday, and 
then forged ahead as investors 
digested the latest raft of take- 
over ne ws in volving Lloyds 
Bank for TSB, North West for 
Norweb, UUNET Tbchnolo- 

f?sons threm^theton^in its 
fight against Rhone Poulenc. 

The FT-SE 100 index dosed 
14.2 points higher at 3,474J, 
having been up at 3,408S just 
before Wall Street opened. The 
strong tone was evident right 
through the mazket, and the FT- 
SE 250 gained 16.6 to 3,919.8. 
‘Vblume tradingwas reasonably 
good with almost 800 milli on 
shares changing bands in more 
than 31,000 deals. 

The appetite for more bids 
among dealers is- insatiable, 
and the rumour mill about 
where the action wiD be is in 
overdrive. There is hardly a 
share sector which does not 
come with several strands of 
takeover speculation attached. 


MARKET REPORT 


JOHN SHEPHERD 


Gartmont, the fund man- 
agement group, is the hot 
favourite soon to be taken un- 
der the wings of an adoptive 
parent from either Germany, 
the Netherlands or the UK. 

Shares climbed lOp to 276p 
with dealers amvinced that the 
75 per cent stake owned by 
Banque Indosuez will be sold 
for upwards of £40Qm before 
the month is out to either 
NatWest Bank, up 10.5p to 
612p, Dresdner Bank or ABN 
Anno, the Dutch owner of the 
Hoare Goveft firm of stock- 
brokers. 

NatWest’s advisers are un- 
derstood to be buxrong copious 
amounts of midnight oD to 
thrash out a deal, which ana- 


lysts believe will be a boon for 
the company and help it com- 
pete more effectively against 
Barclays, 2p firmer at 727p. 

Bank shares, which ran up 
sharply on Monday on the 
original announcement of the 
merger between Lloyds and 
TSB were subjected to some 
profit- taking. Standard Char- 
tered gave up 5p to 481p, and 
Royal Bank of Scotland lost 
lOp to 483p. 

The terms of Lloyds deal 
were well received amid heavy 
trading. Almost 18 milli on 
shares were traded in Lloyds, 
which climbed 49p to 769p, and 
more than 26 million were 
dealt in TSB. up 19p to 369p. 

Volume trading in Norweb, 


up 61p to £11.47, was also high 
with more than 35.57 million 
going through the books as 
North West Water, down 22p 
to 573p. raided the market for 
stock after increasing its take- 
over terms. 

North West’s raid was very 
successful. Investors said yes 
faster than bank managers at 
the TSB, and North West 
picked up 25 per cent of Nor- 
web’s shares. The company is 
set to be back m the madoet this 
morning in an attempt to take 
its stake to 29.9 per cent. 

Norweb is now recom- 
mending the offer, and dealers 
believe the higher offer will 
prove too much for the pock- 
ets of Texas Energy Partners. 
The consensus of opinion, 
however, is that the Americans 
will continue to strive to own 
a regional electricity company 
and London Electricity, which 
shot up 35p to S98p, is the 
favourite target East Mid- 
lands, another of the Rees yet 


to attract a bid, closed 16p bet- 
ter at 877p. 

Rumours about GEC, off a 
penny to 3283p, bidding for a 

Rcc resurfaced with \brkshire 
Electricity, up 16p to894p, the 
favourite target 

The market is also waiting 
for bid action to break out 
among water utilities, particu- 
larly a move soon by Lyonnais 
des Eaux of France for 
Northumbrian Water, 5p 
firmer at 99Qp. 

Unipalm, tne centre of a re- 
cent storm of anger when it an- 
nounced that takeover terms 
would be considerably less 
than the prevailing 600p mar- 
ket price, added 4p to 414p on 
an ail-share, £97m recom- 
mended offer by UUNEX 

Shares in BAT Industries 
were again in demand. More 
Than 1L5 million were traded 
and the price advanced lip to 
544p on talk of a break-up bid. 
Pearson, also seen as a bid can- 
didate, added 6p to 608p. 


□Shares in Scholl, the health, 
care products group under 
siege from rebel shareholders 
led by Julian TFegai; hardened 
a penny to 230p after an- 
nouncing approaches bad 
been received Erom several in- 
terested parties. Talks are at 
an early stage, and the compa- 
ny stressed that there was no 
certainty of a bid being i pad e. 
One of the approaches is from 
a private French pharmaceuti- 
cal bosiness. 

□Finding a vacant room at 
top London hotels is proving 
difficult these days, bat find- 
ing buyers for holds is prov- 
ing to be easier, Following the 
sale of the Ritz to the Barclay 
twins, it now transpires that 
someone wants to check into 
the smaller and less glam- 
orous Park Lane Hotel The 
shares, one of the first draft 
on the new Ofex market, are 
trading at around £7, implying 
a value for the hotel of £30m. 
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SHARE PRICE DATA 

Prices BTC in acrling except where staled. The yield lasl year’s dividend gmoed up 
by 20 per cent, as 3 percentage of the share price. Tbc pricc/carnings < PfE) raumsihc 
share price divided by Iasi year's earnings per 6tare. cx c hidins cxoeptmnal hems. 

Other detnfls: «r Ex rights x Ex-dividend u Untiacd Securities Market s Suspended 
PP Partly Paid pm Nil Paid Shares. Scurcr: Finaat. 

THE INDEPENDENT INDEX 

The index allows you to access nai-time share prices by phone from Seaq. Simply dial 
0891 127335, foflowed by the 4-digit code printed noa to each share. Th access the 
lait-a itports (fial 8891 1233 followed by one of the two-digit codes bekm. 
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Anyone with a lone-dial telephone can use this service. For a detailed description of 
The Independent Index, inducting its portfolio facility, phone 08*>1 123 333. 
For assistance, call our helpline 07] 873 4373 (930am - 530pm). 
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it pays dividends 

Banking at First Direct makes 

sound economic sense: 


• Personal 24 hr telephone banking 

• E 500 cash withdrawal facility 

• Automatic £250 overdraft facility 

• Free Bill Payment service 

• £100 Cheque Guarantee Card 

• All calls charged at local rates... 


^ OIL, INTEGRATED |v £v 

1413 502 382 HP 468V >V1* 135 WO [» & 

ate 8iE Damn cm an n4. *4 u3 ana « 

fflL W**t™"_. EJ»i ^*41 - - ^ Sg 

B6fb2 as'sUcMCojl £86*4 + I nX5 - • 16, ,17*1 

20V» Zt*V(totoklBa E2gn +to1 5 145 ■ £ 18* 

Igl 11V OMtoJl E13« +S45 . ; 1& iuu 

783V 687 am 

325 221 MbtoMt 


108. 18* 
148V 104V 

*3 aio 

33? 300 

& ^ 
!« 163 


-1 25 303 2513 603 101 Lotfto 

‘M ii 5 1 

X- X4 13 2811 478 308 Itocra* 

X- 54 165 26X 2l°s W'uUtnpo-tr 


Plica Chg VU HE Coot 
477 w- 18 

S - 1 . 75 t,a 

S5-.%8S ,U5 

TO +1 M 153 


OTHER FINANCIAL 


8U +2 15 175 
31 - 16 WO 


~o 

V) 


n Jv 

221, 176 

E2V 8 

S3 00 
70 60 

s as 


S -i *\ "iE 

178 +1 82 - S5X 

0V ■ - - 275* 

73V *- 75 itu son 
65 - 7.7 12 B 402* 

4*1 to 42 02 4173 
4*8 .1 53 144 4344 

zri to 81 17.1 *370 


...except this one 


E17V - 18 254 • S 

07 .1 ii* 158 4808 9 

ISO ► 2J 82 1738 IS 

875 -3 XI 2X4 2035 S 

221 22 M3 ■ 1 

14 -V 45 149 4388 l 

18» »V 35 17.1 038? J 
23 pH 

79 >■ 25 145 2420 *2 

72+ *- 4.1 174 2+17 a 


271 . 65 45 1812 mp 

ini T T T 


“3x6 1 1 

IK I- 6.1 1X8 4883 JtL £ 

181 - I* 185 *651 ™ ® 

12S0. +2S. 12 215 32M S 
S3vj.lV 15 155 axa 
B4 -Z 35 214 » ’1* »®1 

181 - 74 74 4872 ,g 

■i - a* 34GB ijo ira 

# to 25 it* XX f7 m 

M 8 4.1 1U 3731 g * 
SB X- 3.7 VLB 2200 1g 136 

II X- 52 115 3891 IM M 

208 -1 55 17 3803 181 78 

117 42 32 3625 0 5 

543 *2 34 12.7 1472 61 *0 

6SB -. 25 205 4048 «8 182 

500 +11U X3 203 - ZK 218 

36* - 54 Wl 2836 70 83 

12 • 14 19.7 1831 

178 »- 45 145 ■ nun'll 


• 34 141 2750 107 48 IfcDmlMO X +1 02 155 

• Sr 5 - ■ 2777 8*0 878 IBcnFOCia 683 -15 

as 114 2737 179 MX* lUgxi 182 - 52 135 

+1V 02 H4 - BK 305 kton 01fi +2 15 175 

■ K«;SH » ® NmGkmp 31 • 35 WO 

\Sfst23J5 147 74PBP M4 - a* 145 

*■’ J* S' *; 175 IM) Pull 173 *• 24 183 

*" 2J 175 KM M6 108 MS »• 15 202 

» - XI 2981 aM 136 Vr.<js*m MB n- 32 141 

, !• «« HO 75 Pona* 78 o- 14 

"I r? if, 73 * PrtWfcC* 37 - 85 

a Si SSS “B 200 RC0»** ?04 - 85 XI 

K 178 SJ2 BOV 33 Racks 51 » XB 141 

M U MB “ 150 S - U" 172 -1 13 B4 

K w £S w »» IMdEtoC M7 »- 23 122 

. 3n a* M2 Mtocasat 800 U- 36 IM 

-iv KB ini 3E 212b RMDM 318 +2 IX 247 

. iJanabM 1« ias "cxtosOp iso «- 45 

. . OR 5™ 2M 160 Roto ft N 270 - 15 4X2 

. 4fl la? toga _ 1355 -5 14 211 

. U ® 29 SSStooK} 2S0 -2 42 1X8 

- - 153 1» 70. EaGomB 723 ■ 32 155 

• 15 175 3727 17b li V smalm Jflb a- • 202 

. go ■“ 488 SO SaGp *07 »■ 1.1 232 

375 ZM SK»* 370 f 14 2X0 

MO 60 gmiCnp 176 th 14 - 

1*3 S3 KastSiSw MS ■ 34 185 

Z» 187 IjWU 213 a- 54 108 

53 3S tot, SB • 44 184 

STB IM Untton *14 *4 

271 170. VHaly 260 

iBV nv vtoK is o-v a* sxb 

205 246 MVrar U mfl 2B - 15 07 

55 41 Wtomto 50 - 25 


202 150 RmXTtax 172 -1 

M4 104 RgxdExac M7 x- 

20i m? Mm* s»sa» an u- 

Ifc 212b RMOM 310 t-2 

183 105 ncaKtoGp 100 «- 

293 160 RoMBN 270 

1*33 682 Smi 1395 « 

281 220 SaMMnra 250 -2 

123 70. BmSmB 123 


mb • X8 ■ 

27 - 44 115 

IS »- 2.7 V 

28 ■ U M 

81 » XI 14J 

7* ■ 42 125 

S - 14 282 
Vi 54 2t£ 
!17 - 54 17J 

118 - 54 1X1 

44 - 72 

IV - 15 145 
S3 -V 42 77 
52 +1 X* 372 
48 X- 24 375 
03 ■ 41 M4 

94 *■ 44 


• SI "- 1 

* 25 141 
to 35 XS 

»- xa iX2 

Ifc *5 184 
a2 14 2*7 
V *5 
- 14 4X2 

J 14 211 
42 1X8 
■ 3X 155 

0* ; as 

»■ 1.1 232 
* 15 2X0 
»- 14 ■ 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS 


415b 364V HI 38? 

4*9 350V CattoBWk 408 

T18B 1*75 SNUfeor 1715 

nao no sacutcort loss 

iffiO 730 8acnXvBan 070 


382V -3 55 141 IBS 

408 4 25 TX2 2028 

*!S - 03 376 3778 

ICg X 04 211 3000 

070 - 05 &4 3006 


258V -7V 15 3X5 5555 


TEXTILES & APPAREL 


S 0800 24 24 24 


OTHER SERVICES w 

1)7 to (5 U 1818 718 
1 - - - IBIS 38 

J! - .X 


RETAILERS, FOOD 


320 239 UtonOOdAcn 242 - B5 1X8 1002 

330 35 37 m- U g*4W 

298 K* Itolxlto EBB - 12 i5o me 


M 1IU IKK Hri, vrh 

i3 is* 4XBi 

12 lSS 3338 as %s. 

X* W2 3SM 2*° 230 


2«V -4 75 282 
2S7 a- 41 142 : 
239 - 53 1X7 


Wb nsenwttiertgttto dadtaBtoopon ai account ferfou. Flnt Onxllia cMstonof Mdand iei 
BaAi^xFraatianMnBmaans no chagos tor «Hltiagct)equ 8 Xsaincfeiaoidare.iaractdet)lt 3 , cash 
nx d Ww Ci a etc h p4ymantx oc moniWy B»a »B< i »a 1^ . bwi B yot*’ ■ccounl la owoidr a -Jv 

SreiutTifX rnuar ba agoa 10 or ovoc Sotom aurooTy to toad you monsy wa *anl ta rrWta sure 

IMlyni can xlferf tfla ixpaymanlx. Phono tor meftten i li n nto Member HSBC Group im 
; 168 


nm 



ESS 

LIMMI 

toxtor 

WtffM 

BfflU 



4 iB a- 25 mi 

122 .1 WS 73 ; 

an “i lx m 

S xl M ,3* : 

z £ n as 

•3 to U XI 

?|fl 44 flft 

1*=* Bui 

4 t U!H| 

% i am 

1- 1| 

SM *4 45 1 X 5 j 

187 to b 217: 
148 X +1 M 1 

i S M i 

a 

s a ap 


m 1.4,3 

111 X 0 3 M It 


V SSfSS 

■9 a7 - 213 5080 1 *48 

. » 47 104 

V)-iV)i4 +ii» i si 

- 44 114 *875 I 4 K 

4 . -n 8 lj| 

- 12 182 4183 “6 


» % 


%. i 8“ 



S3 Ml - - 

813 wr- 14 3X1 

J ¥B«! 

I « 

S ^ 

- » 185 

mv toVXB &2 
218 to. 14 1W 
21* *V - 175 
32 |f»0 

a *: IS Its 


It 


Mez MK 

MaCkg WME Co* >*h Las 


13 SvaSUn. i 
ENGINEERING 

MOV 2 6Q0 Qp 

’ghja 

2*8 178 ASW 

I j ss* 

! . 


1 iv“S!S HOUSEHOLD GOODS 





INSURANCE 


iaqiM 

Tumc 

TtSbPW 

weus 

Mvuy 


CHEMICALS 



a n 
$ ?s 

230 18* 

42ft 333 

^5 

-TP 234 
107 58 

Itt IDO 

5JJ? JS 
JS .IT 

! i 

S IM 
MM 7=B 

» 55 


Qxx*»W 
cootoQK 
CmW 
dmabTO 

Eixotncarl 


VjxM.Cmw 

YitoCtM 


at 45 105 
HI Vi J7 128 

132 +1 *8 
370 +3 30 1X1 


S£a 

i!i| 

37 ISO 8819 

4S1USC 

*4 1X4 3072 
XS 155 JUS 

25 1X9 ®SS 

xxsm 

SilUS 

15 if 0 ^ 
27 I7B 45g 

ISSSffl 


10* 

1S7 1M*« 


Tav Sv 


i | 

li* 



: iIVi 
*8^1 


'mV 

internationals 

i& S-. 

iWi UV AnvExHtol on, ■ 

41V ^ AT 87 Vt. * 

a ss w 

& & ssaa 8 * 


Jt 

n +> it its 

81 X-1 1.7 105 


■ - 45 - 

n -36ri3 • 1571 

i **|SA 
4fl nj AS 1831 

,*1 %'tih 
Pal 

S B BISS 


Mi 



IBS. +2. 25 
44b *V - 

81V - XX 
223 - 25 

232 *VZB 

*50 toM 
194 V 05 
198 I- 05 


I 

ft*: 


Bib - 10 

238 to XD 
334. -t 06 

!«V - 54 


Mb «V 12 

ft a*^a 

“ ^ : A 5 

6* I- 11.7 
28 >2 a? 
156 - XT 

174 to 
1tJ7 *1 105 
|7 -* XS 

^ : \i 

IffiV - 04 


DISTRIBUTORS 
ijy* . mv AaL»« ^ 

SB S tottMin 


%sh; 

SIS iiiS'i* 

m S*SS_ m 

345 m — H 
78 MFBOp 
CTB coma 
U MW 
54 cwton* 

* CO* PC 
K« n»0M 
IB 
194 


153 ritato— -- 

»7 EW**SH5* 

3T4 

K3 HMM 


52 ,,J 44“ 

24 180 BOBS 

iS»! j® 
Si «« 


,£* 
s ft 


tlHWirl 

j »”■ 

1 S 2X1 WS 

: 3 Z.M INDEX-LINKED 

: V174 „ ■ ss aijg T77 \« m s 




f f 

1 i 
a a 

7 S % 

577 «? 


SS 0-1 17 

a + Jia 


1748 200 210 

SOW 4GB 360 
IBM 19* Ob 
1013 £8 OS. 
1087 276 224V 

2052 175 133 

2*70 as3 m 
237* Sm 8 
9S7* 38 16 

2730 =55 13«,. 


iS % 


2t*p » 6V 

Sm S w 

1614 S $ 


S 

w i 1 -* 
SS 109 117 


W«® « 

p** a« vu k Cod* S? 

22X 4 54 1X7 2510 i» im 

Mi - 54 1*8 253* HH ra 

70 »■ T.l 13JJ 3574 243 21K 

OT »; 1B4 KOT «3 841 


as - 73 303 - (BV £38. 

« - 84 74 18*2 355 xa 

101 «- 85 113 223* SG 30 

91 I- *4 230 - 1)5 08 

153. -. 87 103 29*5 2Q0 i£2 

18b ♦*! 10 08 2*16 BM iota 

2SS in . 14 1X5 2562 i« 1<2 
C26>i 4+B2.7 - 1090 «, 7*] 

82 *-1 il ■ jS 5,0 

10* - 35 1X7 3081 is* i m 

® to isai - in h 

168 to Z2 240 - 1* 132 

145 . 55 155 3160 ra JS 

128 *2 61 04 360* 

170 *■« . . 3BM iS 


to V IS leg *g ™ 

: ;■§ Si ^ ™ $ 

to iS j- 

- ai ISO — 

- 57 212 

- 14 165 

- XI 655 
» XB 1X4 
x- U 105 

■ 104 

- 35 124 

- 32 125 

- 124 


IK «-1 15 1X1 




308 v2V 35 M4 
1S1 +1 45 
406 • 34 1T4 


IDO -1 24 3668 r? 

88 - *j 206 *en is IS 

2*3 - 43 174 4338 ** 

339 -1 - 124 1830 

» " LiHaSo? pita mh/i iii ■.■ ■irti T n RETAILERS, GEN URAL 

ts^ to aj 174 ^ PHARMACEUTICALS M » 

29 +V si 5112 Wc MV Ann AS !22V **a05 225 • IS ™ 

av«aas-i g a gass-s-. : :tasgi 


83V +V ■ _ - 1K5 
18* - *J 104 B74S 

486 X+3 31 305 Mil 
321 Mfl 3 j8 215 


103 72 

‘ft. ^ 

27 15 

251 2« 

90 20V 

218 182 
45& 327 

157 118 

u 


M» AU IM - » IB! IMh 201b to 15 1X1 

8 - ■ £381 210 US Itocortc to to, ■ ■ 

88 - 54 1106 JWVj CSV? MwMirB EW"* *7n07 133 

87 -7 14 2X2 Afl20 201 80 PBMM M2 0*1 

187 x-1 15 4000 67 *4 (tomonW 51 -1 XI 125 

128 - 4.7 XB are* 719 273 ScataWte 633 -3. - 

15 - XI *14 3737 ns M, GXB«xrf me rib 24 184 

8 - - - 37*6 (67 418 SKBmcnEU Cl w M IM 

W -8 *1 lH OT71 11IS ** ZtnM 1171 **' a 30 239 

1 PRINTING St PAPER 

*n i U WW 88 W APIGng*, 608 to 25 2X1 

sag. -i 20 174 *ow 22 

2V - X3 374 4141 ™ 

340. ■ 04 - 55 

M2SV -TV 39 241 4213 ™ 

04 u- - 124 Sd2 ™ 

168 •- 22 55 4200 Si 

13? ,1 14 105 1716 

337 +4 - - 4704 J*"” 

124-1X1 4630 ,S 


1 TOh*^«»'«gE S ,& 

201V to 14 1X1 3320 'S ’S 

MP_ to, - - 5159 ,S 

ZX*» +V1X7 1X0 3520 'ZaH ^ 
M12 0+1 - 2661 S’ g 

51 -1 XI 125 377B .jg ” 

833 -3 ■ 2706 12* ]“? 

B» »ib 24 1X0 4KM SS iS 

621 x-9 24 164 4840 “S SR 

1171 *»ia 35 2X4 2980 ,?? 


LIFE ASSURANCE 

£Z2 «a 89S Umnta 601 -2 27 

™ St <M LMM&dM 010 xto 45 

486 317 UMEAUBV 47B - 54 

372. 303 UxidnSltoa 372.X+12 04 

4g1 384b 290 PnwOM «0b»4 G5 

»8 417 241 Rflfco, 407 X- 34 

wi 8B 4U Mfltntf R 1 U 


'ce a- 

681 -2 27 - 106+ IDE* 

810 *to 44 TB5 31*0 « 

479 - 54 MJ 1500 121 

372 m 12 04 1X2 3106 352 

SWVm* 65 1X7 STS 2E5 9 

407 »- 34 262 IS 1 

602 (- 34 144 4373 M 3 


MEDIA 



s? Basil 


366 - 07 

9*1 *2 34 104 
417 IB- 33 1X1 
588 - 37 155 

397 H 42 128 
IB 

g "it," tt1 . 

98 - 34 64 

W » U 15(S 

101 *to 2* Of 
t2B"n +H2I 
292 to 14 1X1 


1H) - X* 137 

817 - 64 124 

278 - 24 154 

IB - 14 124 
515 +1 25 155 
SO -5 36 1*5 
218 -1 20 204 

21* - 4.1 E34 

158 -2 27 1U 

£75 J 20 114 
411 -3 2G 

95 +1 7-0 126 


-1^*5 304 

;8i 
“a*a 

; S5™ 

B - 24 145 
a ■ 1.7 174 

--lx* 


lira* 

^ u»a ii 

X- W 1X0 MB1 3M 

IIS 1 


PROPERTY 


iso m 
375 235 

210 132 

*00 

MG 67 
Hfi ISO 
51 22 

813 TO 
7 3V 

377 108. 

ID 5V 


417 S 

l =1 

ti & 

2* 11V 

*s* 321 


« 20V 

154 11* 

74 51 

305 24* 

*4? - 35 134 2192 TOBACCO 

"§V * ’■! **.%* 551 40 BATM 

ZHI TRANSPORT 

167 -* X8 135 9489 320 

441 - 44 1X5 383 101 

66 » 14 2X* z»7 5ta 

183 - - 114 2033 totob 


171 +1 46 175 


10* i- 14 1X4 

S3 - 54 22 

32 ■ 29 ma 

*60 -5 41 

ISO - 24 113 

7 5 - an ixa 

02 I- 34 
100 x-1. 3* 

1* -V 29 435 
18 - 132 74 

261 ■ 24 174 

21 •- 33 

ID ■ *6 M 
*20 w- 24 150 
139 *■ 64 107 

233 • 74 31 

M - 34 134 
SB - 05 04 
s a- X4 
1* - 114 

84 -1 49 74 

a - 24 I*.? 

20 • 70 

IBS - 37 ax 

117 x-1 3* 184 

45 - 25 

72 *V 60 1X4 

70 • «« 7* 

40 - 54 174 

113 - 37 135 

118 ■ XX 7.7 

00 - 74 2*4 

48 - 53 IDS 

17 D- 64 164 
M - *4 4X1 
107 IB- 75 05 

73 • 34 144 

303 - 30 114 


£44 1*11 U 12.7 1717 


318 t+3 36 184 <675 
W *1 44 1X1 1423 
*w +3V 27 Ml 1721 
49. - 34 11* 1891 

IS’.- - - 4IS 


- 74 U 
X- 25 3Q5 
X- 27 2X2 
X- 55 153 


175 MV 53 1X3 



658 to 14 152 2740 US K> CMfeunH ISO - 24 1X4 21 S7 

SS K M SM 3®! w nm iro s a* lie wn 

*1 11 213 «7K- 3*0 200 Dnoim 319. * 23 135 1011 

486 X-4 34 «S *SS3 to OV WfilN Ob - 7800 

3*3 a- 24 32J0 3164 02* 7Bb EkdUbUI « +7 ■ .4547 

2*0+10 55 3172 15* UB Ftatao M4-30-- 

140 +2 34 1U 20» }£ ED FfeMrJ 75 M- 25 15.7 S80 

« -S 3.1 M7 M 80S *030 FomPoaa B7S oto 2J T89 1382 

f aw 3toa Z73 IN OoolvDm 281 ■ 3* 124 2722 

S» *- 31 »4 3Q4 60 52 JncDH _gV x-V XI ■ M17 

«a ; 13 214 3400 327b 9*GV Uom Hdto 2BS£ +5V 55 
31 -1 37 874 3858 *86 350 MantyDuta *54 *■ 34 174 WM 

313 - 4SB5KB S Si 147 to 61 li! ^ 

£ *■ .ni S3 « ses NaEoxnx m *1 a ixi u« 

.£ 255 SBS )® <R ■ >a u asm 

127 toto 27 1X8 3070 376 261 OcawQmp 371 i 44 227 3545 

tsi"* ■'a - ■ 81 88 DcoanWtexi 54 ■ X3 34 3646 

JJ 5® ** *“ xa isj asr* 

s x- 54 125 tour 1S 0 107 rtDlba 182-27 - 2583 

25 ; S! S®5 120a i»BSucani ci2»» + , bm ■ ■ 

305 +1 24 205 Mz> 12 gb SaDBd 11 - 37 7 1475 

140 ■- 44 124 4131 285 108 GWNUtt EH 15 172 2DH 

!« - 4* 112 410 241 164 TDQ 19S - XI 124 4202 

MB -J 14 154 4220 lid 79 TVTutfM 01+1 ... 

360 to iU Iai ^ 71J *18 TtMXB *88 f 4J 1X2 422B 

m i Sfetg WATER 


26 174 2059 
XI 124 4292 


7 r 39 94 
25 »+3 24 . 

1175 - XI 114 

(7 U U 
IS - 14 115 
302 * 21 IXT 


GOVERNMENT SECURITIES 


SPOUTS, WINES & CIDERS 

508 481 A— JCUjKH 512 to 54 121 Ufa 

TV SS&Si S * SJtfSS 

488 3 62 UW *27 *4 44 194 TIB 

m *0< SS** W t U 15.8 27M 

4*5 337 upend n 3» - uima 

217 1)5 UtoAMnQ 208 ,4 04 4X1 375* 

7H OB UKdbMD 0*O - 21 2X4 3257 

E79 932 UWVMCH 815 to *2 - 2103 

MO 81 ItaMmn 134 - 04 - 33K 

44 - 34ta 107l* 58B0^n (23b -'MU 

31 1X0 2507 ® 129 TbbMCUw 230V +1b 34 235 287* 

25 135 251 ? 

SUPPORT SERVICES 


!i ill III 


■ « 2X1 I5W 545 445 

to A3 194 27B) W3 ID 

i- « 688 Entaxm 


SM +1 £5 XO M2 

1 1B0 ■ 33 130 UBO 

*83 -2 32 XS ■ 

Dl -1 U U 

S60 -1 41 9* 1848 

8 MS -3 O 94 1061 

ID • 4J 124 *171 

473 4.1 X7 

ms - xo iu 

358 • *4 X7 4309 


SS ^ ii 884 SI SS. JS?* I***— S 3 “■*? SS m s*» 

815 to X2 - 2153 ns GTE Hum. 000 *5 36 55 541? 

134 - 04 - 83K ca 47S Ewan lax EGO <2 U U MS 


tt 


iJSSSS 

33 S3 ISOS 17ri| l£7Vl T17VJ11 

•iiS-nl* W0 n7bi» 

■ - 1*71* MB'* 

■8 X0 1BJ® ~ 

«- 24 144 433® 


Wa Jo 173 1315 
144^, -Vx 379 1319 

iS* -Vi SJH 1321 
SSP« I- 3J9 VSK 
115*1! -Vt 378 1303 
T16 - 371 104 


81}* 17*8 Con* 3W 
37*8 3*b im 
Jib 2AODM2Vh 

8m an TT2VX 

SHORTS 

mb lOOftt Tr12V>8E 
MBb MB TrMlK 


cod* Wi t*H Stott nta chg na codx u» Stock m Dg fld Co* s - 
12+3 IMht H^BExlMgB lift -V 737 1268 iW’VilllT^TfWWOW (25^4 -*n Xis 120S la 

1334 WM 80°«Trw,9g 96*1 Ac 748 3B35 >0T% 93b TTBXOM 00V Ja 820 1334 Q S 

1M8 Id?®!] lOtA Trm» MS JM 738 13*7 3SHa 9 ft Tr7V*08 98V • 43 1300 3« 17 

ttfc 1W*B 111’* EtlftkM 1M*»B 7.43 1254 T23»S 118*1! Tr It Vlk 0-7 110®c J* X12 1209 *19 J 

IIOTVl IK'VlTl H3b% 98 W7H J* 747 1298 1068s 57*blTr8VX07 101b Jo U) IM 3 g 

WMVmos’I Oaiowvn 10S>* ■*» IS 1* ISS** 12<te Tf 10V6O+X 02% -V MS 1381 (S j 


llBjs IffTV Tr9X0® 
107*14 94 Tin. DO 


xo 1X7 *H H0SH, kjbVz Tr4!«30 115 

iSSS+l UNDATED 


m? W4 irii-*** H2B fr X7S 1298 IfOnnTUD into a* 

Mfl MB TrMXK 102 - Xto 1905 MEDIUMS 

mb im’Siu&m t Si ism “s?* ^ » LONGS 

m'ViimloiiWVM S Sm IS M6ftiioo=>sc«xws%oo mg la Js 747 m* “V* 1 '*® 

1^ 0ft §»J%0T S . ’ X87 Ml ’IS. Trl*%B8D1 1153s -Vi 72* 1308 56*fc 79»n TrSMlO 
^ - XGS W Ws »> 732 sm 111b. 1M?J1 


105 %. x-H XJS 1343 Use 


W°> 5P. CiwTSBT 
MgnlOTMeTrWto.DJ 
105*11 10* Vi Exiavisr 
1tu»« tOOVl TiBVXBT 

1 17*4 11444 Ql 

OBfs MpuIrBrnoc 
Wfc *f* TiMM 
WjB I^V 

obi on uriswn 


S*, . 44M 1,n 1VPB Tr 14% 5801 1150s -Hi 72* 1308 86% TVs TrBbXlO 82V -b 833 4B2 

- XB urn BtfViTrTHOI SBVi »-*t 732 3101 111** 101=kCmBX11 105V -V X33 1346 

UtB. . xS IM 111%10*®»TlWX01 M*«8 JB 7JS 050 80V 7JV TiBVXOXIS 7S%I ■** 530 ISM — - — 

taAi -bt 040 19*1 111V 103% Tr Brit 02 Wbl -b 73* 13*8 111% W2*a Tr9%12 105V At 1® 1771 ft” Jg 

I15bl +-V 697 1288 113% 105rl JrlOXOB 111% J* 401 MB1 tOfib SS^sTrOVIS «£% Jr X3* !H9 ® ja 

OB'. *-*4 738 1331 <1>. l107*J?Tri1b%014 mb* J4 790 12MJ Dfl°* BWiTiTVfc 12-16 Mb b 33* 1332 111 ro 

100% to 7.14 17*8 BOV 70V JS3V169M JH»4 ■*» 682 1274 139®S 127+4 EX12M317 1S*IS J» X« 1280 

US<i V 737 1273 lllftu MSS* Owffrtfl* MB*! i+Vj 614 12*8 WSf^sa 6PVtTfI%16 »=s J» oje *090 

121'* J4 731 1308 IlIBcMtfl CBi 0*2X06 10141 xAu BIB 1247 1W»B TOC01nTi6V»17 H»l Ao X37 1982 



792 9Kb 

351 36b 

077V *72 YMaMl 


22® ■ 37 03 2355 

g= «< 05 73 S4U 
713 -1 *5 53 54*2 

540 -4 £4 76 S4BS 

732 MID 6* 93 5*17 

S 17 0+3 46 67 54ST 
032 <1 U 10 .4 S4BT 

iin nmiti mo - 30 120 0210 
Ytxt WbitojA 325 -43 


ffl +?{ SS SS% RIGHTS ISSUES 

290 x 44 HJI 1069 + u, 

111 “i 53 2X2 iS? {SSS&bo pna ?S2 

79 - 44 172 1928 fag r *" B S 

I i fi3!S RECENT ISSUES 


* 12 434 2208 

39 W SSl 
^ i55 ^ SSI 

■ 14 M3 2443 Hgjjg *” 01 

- 13 2X1 1250 BBS 

• 16 SOO 41*2 SKZTiC 

-1 « £377 r£Sn 


me «! i. 4 su 


BV>»Tf7W. 12-15 MV -b 83* 1332 11 , m UtomOp im *S flJ XB 

127*4 Ex 12% 1317 isrb! X« 12H 32* 239 p33Sp ffi* +1 25 115 

aftttT>6*1S 98=* As 037 4802 387 77 Ljnaftaf 353 Ito - - 





































































































INDEPENDENT ■ THURSDAY 12 OCTOftCT tore 


Elite division eludes Lammtarra 


REDCAR 


Laranuarra’s retirement on Tbcsdav 
came with the assertion that he had 
nothing more to prove. For some 
though, nothing could be further from 
the truih. 

With the chestnut's stirring deeds - 
aDerby, King George and Arc - still 
fresh m the mind, there are some who 
insist he has by no means earned a 
place in the pantheon, 

Peter Savill, Celtic Swing's owner has 
even used the dirty word of work- 
manlike to describe the colt, and sug- 
gested he should be returned to the 
track nest season to further prove his 
mettle. In addition, the respected 

handi cappers at Tunefonn believe 
Lammtarra can be elevated to (he most 
exalted company only by an out- 
standing performance from a horse he 
has beaten. They have positioned him 
on a relatively plebian mark of 134 in 
their ratings. 

“The final rating depends on bow the 
placed horses in the Arc get on," 
Chns Williams Time form's senior 
Flat handicapper, said yesterday. “If 
Freedom Cry [the Arc runner up] 
wire the Breeders' Cup Hrrf then we 
can look at Lammtarra m a better light. 
But Lammtarra cannot compare with 
some of the great champions of old. If 
we call him great, then we have to men- 


Richard Edmondson finds that the horse who 
battled to success laces a fight for recognition 


t»n Freedom Cry and Fentire [the King 
George secondf in the same breath.” 
Lammtarra is also expected to be clas- 
hed asjust an ordinary Arc winner 
in the ofadai Internationa] Classifica- 
tions and is likely to be placed behind 
Bahri, Fennekamp and Celtic Swing. 

TIMEFORM’S ALL-TIME TOP-RATED 
145 Sea Bird It, 144 Brigadier Gerard, 
lhdor Minstrel, 142 RBwt, Aberrant, 1A1 
Min Reef, 140 Dancing Brave, Ste-rgar, 
Vaguely Noble, 139 Generous, Pappa 
PotwwaR Reference Point, 138 Alleged, 
Afycidon, Exbury, NQEnsJcy 

Ian Balding, the trainer of M3] Reef, 
tbe only other horse to have completed 
the big treble, also believes ms colt 
proved more in terms of longevity and 
versatility. Geoff Lewis, Mill Reefs 
jockey, has a kinder assessment of the 
new horse. “He must be a great horse 
to achieve what Mill Reef did arid I 
wouldn't dream of comparing them as 
they did it in different eras,” he said. 
“People seem to remember the spec- 


tacular houses like Sea Bird and Ribot 
and unfortunately he is- not going to 
be remembered as good as them. 
That's rather sad, seeing what he has 
achieved.” 

Here lies the crux. Lammtarra’ s ca- 


least posable eneigy will be held to his 
detriment by many and be will strug- 
gle to be remembered as an impres- 
sive figure. All the horses that glue 
themselves to the public consciousness 
have had flamboyance about them: Ni- 
jinksy for his instant acceleration, 
Shergar for his wide-margin victory in 
the Derby (though he arguably owes 
his celebrity more to a sorry demise) 
and, in another code. Desert Orchid, 
whose colouring and extravagant fenc- 
ing masked the feet he was someway 
behind his predecessors in National 
Hunt’s top branches. 

This, however, does not wash with 
those who developed Lammtarra, nor 
does the suggestion that he harboured 
a mental problem which hastened his 
retirement. The Godolphin team, un- 
der whose aegis the colt ran, even tried 
to retract any mention of the word tem- 


perament that came with their initial 
press release on Tuesday. Othere have 
an explanation for the coifs apparent 
recalcitrance at home and on the 
racecourse. “He would just stand 
there at the beginning of a piece of 
work and you would have to lead him 
bk but I would call that a characteris- 
tic more than a sign of temperament,” 
Ed Dunlop, fbimwassistaxittjoLaimn- 
tarra’s original trainer, Alex Scott, said 


horse and you could get in his box and 
he would be no bother.” 

Writer Swinburn, who rode Lamm- 
tarra in the Derby, also defended the 
horse's attitude and ability. “The way 
he behaved was just him,* 1 he said yes- 
terday. “Good horses do it in differ- 
ent ways, but there seems to be this 
fixation with horses who have an im- 
mediate turn of foot, like Sir Ivor and 
Nijinsky. There are other ways of do- 
ing it like Reference Point and this 
horse, and everyone seems to forget 
that Shergar was basically a galloper 
who ran them imo the ground. 

“Lammtarra was Ql and then he had 
interrupted preparations before the 
Derby and the King George, so the 
only time he had a really dear run in 
was before the Arc. It takes some horse 
to do that and, whatever others say, the 



Lammtarra: departing in a wink 

boys in the weighing room know he is 
something special. They call him a 
freak. You can’t knock the horse and 
I promise you we won’t see another one 
like him for a few years.” 


NEWMARKET 

235: The three to consider are Son 
Of Sharp Shot, who has been 
dropped 21b for disappointing on 
unsuitably soft ground at Ascot, the 
progressive Sector VWe, and DAN- 
JTNG, who won a cl aimer over this 
track and nip in great style last tfnu» 

oou 

3.1tfc LUNAR MIST ran on so 
strongly over five furlongs here last 
lime that she should cope with this 
extra furlong and a 71b weight rise. 

□QO 

3.40: EMPEROR JONES reop- 
poses Haraytr on favourable terms 
compared with Goodwood in Au- 
gust. when the selection did not en- 
joy a dear nm. 

□QQ 

4.15: REVERAND THICKNESS 
has ran well hen: before and was 
not disgraced when 16th in the 
Cambridgeshire last time. 
REDCAR 

155: EMPTY QUARTER seeks a 
hat-trick but is burdened with a 61b 
penalty I or beating three rivals 
here nine days ago. Thai small field 
contained more quality than today’s 
mainly out-of-form opposition. 


HYPERION’S! 

HI 


3J25: Any draw advantage is hard 
to pin down here, most of the re- 
cent runnings of this event having 
been run an soft going- Cayman 
Km's stable has been gcxng through 
a lean spell yet tins cob has lhe best 
form credentials. AafbeHa is an un- 
beaten. improving fiUy and her 
yard has a good record in this kind 
of event. Both receive weight from 
SOVEREIGN'S CROWN, yet the 


field at Newbury a month ago 
means he is the right type for this. 

□CO 

355: Awaamfr and Jamrat Jn- 
murah look dangerous newcomers, 
but the experience of STAR AND 
GARTER could prove decisive. Ibis 
fiBy wasaxtb oi23 runners a7 Not- 
tingham last month but was certainly 
no* disgraced as she was markedly 
disadvantaged by the draw. 


Lake has 
slick look 


A quick replacement for 
Lammtarra as a prospective 
Breeders' Cup winner for 
Britain emerged yesterday 
when Lake Comston suggested 
that he was over the problems 
which caused him to run so 
poorly in the Haydock Park 
Sprint Cup last month, writes 
Richard Edmondson. 

The four-year-old worked 
impressively around the repli- 
ca Belmont Park bend that Ge- 
off Lewis had constructed at his 
Epsom yard. “It was quite 
greasey on top so I was a little 
anxious when he worked up to 
firil speed,” the trainer said. 
“But he came round there as 
well as paint and whatever 
beats him in the Breeders’ Cup 
Sprint will have to be a bloody 
good horse.’' 


Champion ban for Dettori 


The Jockey Cub’s Disciplinary 
Committee made two historic 
decisions yesterday in giving 
Lanfranco Dettori the longest 
ban of his career and in issuing 
the first suspension to a jockey 
for failing a drugs test- Dettori 
wQl be an onlooker for 10 days, 
and will be deprived of ridmjg 
Tamure in Saturday’s Champi- 
on Stakes, while die apprentice 
jockey Sean McCarthy will not 
be abte to add to his five-win ca- 
reer total for two months. 

Dettori, who was represent- 
ed by John Gosden 's wife, the 
barrister Rachel Hood, was 
deemed guilty of irresponsible 
riding at Pontefract nine days 
ago, hs third offence of the sear 
son. Unless he lodges an appeal 
wilhm 48 hours, hs place on the 
Gosden- trained Tamure will go 
to Michael Kinane. An unsuc- 
cessful appeal would threaten 


his chances of riding at the 
Breeders’ Cup. 

His ban, which begins on 
Saturday, also rules him out of 
the Racing Post Trophy on 21 
October, but be is free to part- 
ner Presenting in the Roth- 
mans International at Tbronto 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Darting 

(Newmarket 2L35) 

NB: Orinoco River 
(Newmarket 4.50) 

on Sunday because there is no 
Flat racing in Britain. 

Gosden, resigned to losing 
Dettori, said: *T& sure Michael 
Kinane wfl] ride Thmure. The 
horse is in great form but I 
wouldn’t want the ground to cby 
up too much. He breezed this 
morning and went very welL" 


McCarthy, aged 22 and based 
in Lambourn with the trainer 
Kevin McAuliffe, tested positive 
for cannabis and ampheta- 
mines. After the inquiry he 
said: "I accept that banned 
substances were found in my 
sample, however I have never 
knowingly taken amphetamines 
and cannot explain now I test- 
ed positive for them. 

“1 am determined that the of- 
fence wfl] not be repeated I am 
equally determined to pursue 
my career in racing and will 
work even harder than before 
to ensure I succeed 1 would like 
to thank my boss, Kevin McAu- 
liffe, for his support during a dif- 
ficult and stressful time.” 

His solicitor, Andrew Chalk, 
said' “Sean realises he has been 
foolish and is determined that he 
wiD not make the same mistake ” 
Yesterday’s results, page 30 




HYPERION . . 

JL30 BaT Harbow 3.40 Ernporor Jones (nb) 

2- 00 Lytfimrst 4.15 Rnvarand Thickness 

2J$5 Darting 4*50 Silver Dome 

3- 10 lunar Mist - • ; 

GOING: Good to Run. 

STALLS: 2.S& - tor ttide; JL40 - Hands sfcfe; recnstntfesr - centre. • 

! na&WAIWAlNAGRNaM. 

■ Wcht-hand conne with lmZf scraigtL 

■ Course la SWuT town on A1SM. Bialilik Iraffl CSuntetdgtiaidHcwioaxtaaraDwayite- 

, itotw (nerved liy London, IJverpoot Street). ADMISSION: CtabSM (1« to 2B-yearoWa 
JWU; Gniwfcttawl A PWktockM (18 to 25*M*o)a«Sfi) ; BBverRto* S3. GAR ROT: Mem- 
bers it; remainder free. 


I - I AD race* 

I ■ LEADING THAINKRS WTTH KCJNNBBS: Q CeeH — 57 winners from 287 runners gfwa 
n wcctsw n»Uo ofin.^ and a toss to a Slkwd sake of Sflft.42; J G«d«* — 67 wta- 
I ikns:Ni.trvnniSN !&T^-S45.CQ;UHaanBn— 63wlnaH»,li71 runners, 9.321k, -i£2&2fj; 

| L Cmnant — 43 wtnnnv, 304 nmnera, 14.1%, -4KL&4. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: ft* BMery — 106 tanas, 530 rides, 20%, -££6.73; L Det- 
tori — Btl winner*. MS rides, 14.11b, -4136. 1 1; 1 W H (Mutant ^ — 64 tanera, 408 ride*, 
IS.m, +s lOJfl; W Carson — 63 whiners, 626 rides, 19b, -487.23. 

HUNKERED PIB8T TWB: tpdteni (vtooKd) (MOJ; Edtevrea (138); AsalTOcks (445). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. ■ 

LONG-DISTANCE BUNNEHS: Prince — TtugfdAr GL00) ft finm dnw a (3.10)hara been 
2t:t mflw hr J Betty from Cocfccdun, Lana; CW» [3.10} acaCSOO mBrety 

H JohMlon thmi MWdWum, N \brta; Nollow Htata (2.00) * AsWrayea (4JM sent MO 
Hides 1«- Mrs M Hereto* from Ungdale, Cfevehnrf; Ftowb* Ocean (4.1 5) sou (92 mite It 
H faw tt KcUrwqr from Whft ccaibe. Pores- 

o/i l NGK SPARK PLUGS CONDITIONS STAKES {CLASS B) 
£j3 ( oo0 added lm 2f Penalty Value £8,767 

1 121413 BUROCU 09) (CD) {Hanta N WtfDum) D »^59 12 — 

2 021026 CADCJWX’WKT 09) (C) 0A*SMn A1 HakSMn) ElXniop 39 1 WRM*n3 

3 (W4422 SttMffltlWWWtKAKtftWWaeJJSO.-j- P^atdBry^ 

4 0132X3 WllfINB ORDHI (BHD} Ban Caraaonl J IXMlOp 3 9 0 _K»«5f7 

5 412200 AWAK WBEHCW (D? (AMera) B rTT; 

6 330221 (A?rOMAPROWSEp^ro( MaHHM ^S ^ 3aU- 

8 446262 TW OtD FSJNO &S} R* USSlWt] R HaffWl S 8 9 

9 214664 Dltort»«6 

aenwe 7-* Bal Martm saOulOBAPrariw. 6-lCwlaawUwt aw PBnw,WM- 

k* Order, JB-1 Ann* Afaeb, Haal 1W OMMnc 

IBM: Garten 01 Hcawn S 9 3 M Houlws 13-2 1C BntBtfti 7 on 

[ A T i ni BUCKENHAM ^LLING STOKES (CLASS E) £10,000 added 
|Z.UU[ 2YO 7f Penalty Value £7,815 

\ SESi P^!SSSSS^=== 3 ^» 

1 r 0652 

6 00 RjmtB? KmJK W Uorti SSSTiS 

° UMMNF D4NCSI CMt TO ttnrtw BHB) s Who* 8 U WMoOtlZ 

9 421402 CMyar23 


lo nrl GREENE KING RATED HANDICAP (CLASS B) 

£13,000 added lm 4f Penalty Value £8^11 

1 111440 SMflF SHMP SHOT M(OJlWnffa«rf«*e9JD»rtop597 MGdtey2 

2 2/40-162 HtBMSAM(42] P0(SMtiEBaBnlAmnllRAclua5B2 aCBcSaasS 

3 00X00 OUDERin(OS»antn(niBWnpat/Mi«VvlJMbff01 WTTraMinn 1ft 

4 tOMfrS ACRNaBRAtC(K>G{CO|(KAt(UddGHaraood4813 — JIM! 

5 0411130 mKDSB£0IE(Q9n WaKVMnmRitnnil(|l4MWnGDIlEv3BB_JElid9 

8 040014 1IMJEO«mpSA>tl43IW(n»QDa«)UwlHuwnSfcn78g DHaitnl 

T 11304 nmmMaS}(0}(PDSUflJdyHeaBs3B9 KlMqrS 

8 2-00401 SlriWVM£(USA)(l£)RaJ)Utlan»0BHfe3713 WQmS 

9 2-02021 ntmMWKMIWwQnRdDiMU^ — 1 IFE0B7 

10 0043Q1 DMUMG(t4)m0WaRina«FnnHanBilS9i8M»d3713 . — MHmyf5)4 

•iSDMMd- 

kMnaa (3K9 7sl 13b. Tlu* Aonfcap Aa^ntaiat 7a llfc Daq/ht Ttr if*. 

BSTMa 7-a tecta WK 44 Saa Of 5b^ Shot. M. NHtKtavS, 7-4 FnfrlMac, oa NaM 
VMcom, B-l Doraythn, 9-1 10-1 Qfclo Path, 12-1 Edwfaan, IB-1 Acting Bn»» 

UMj Mtaf Bnuo 3 B 3A CM 14-1 IB Hmw»« 11 on 
FORM CUBE 

tha bottom for it 7stl3to and that totfiaactudSBd.narit tor 8ECKAR 

VALE wlh Miriamaa and 0anp^C2t> and 31b out of tto offidd range. Sacha- Vale firaa- 
come Said war tNaeaursa and Sstanca 16 dqaas> after aomeprannake runs and Bar- 
ly Hlk’s dwHB con do It again ofttha 4tt> h^her mark after staying on to- peg Sack iaraeei 
Asmat PotydamuB runs off a Sb mwk alter bat* held bjf Rww Kaan at Ascol He 
has shea won a maiden stSandrmn and can inipnm sguin over tide longer trip. Bfcnters 
woka up Dn#e n a cUnar hare a fonrrtfa as: and tha second, BerHaiay Bounder, wm 
at Lalcestar on lUentey. In a ttmnov race, Dan?ng has It to do. M Urt m l warns soft- 
er Sound, hut the surtooe hac come rl#A tor Son Of Sharp Staot. had h« fas sound 
when fourth In itwBior and Is now back with Pat Edday altar being ridden hy brother Paul 
an unauhsMa pound last time. 80do Patti to hancScepped to taka a Imd and can Imprwe 
a buvte on hti tatsa defeat at 0H*dnn under lOrt. Sorrwtfwg of a Kaptock Old Newton 
Cun spociafist. a jmaigBr rtral misa: beat him. Nahad VAeteona Is another wtdi It to prtM 
o»« the dtatmee - his Magnet Cup win betag ganed ow ID Aalongs. Ha mn body when 
me b&nters ««re rafttud in the CamMdflaSvre Ow won h the fattnds as a luManta) and 
Sector VWo Is ranelod to ouatty Nm. Dmraydm on to the Irish Bert* (or John Ctw and her- 
ur b Natty Mtv a naadad mn at Goodwood 32 daya BffL Acting Bravo won mis race last 
yew after a tun a weak carter but the ream from a layoff looks aganst him ttvs ttne. 

SMactiMC SBCKAR VALE. 

| d ~ ir>l SPORTING LIFE NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS O 

£10,000 added ZYDSf Penalty Value £8455 LsBd 

1 410 raMWW(lG{mrfaBaMRmS!paaH)RHnwn97 — DwOWfilO 

2 126210 WHE B« (2B)(BF) Wffl SraJfcn® B Meetan 9 6 ^WRMUanlS 

3 3521 9BWHWIE(WS)|12)BtES8n^BrtPCnsptiiB4t)Brt9 6 IRaH8 

4 001320 ajnQOQJ*t!lfl(B^'Oartey(>W^L«JUJod05^ WModstt 

5 023004 BtnMH0mOTIMc^Re««WUw8l3 AI«W7 

6 1103 UrtUE NOeeatS {145 (D) (U E Ha*l C Onyer 8 13 MMb INqar (T| 1 

7 5430 Sa3tEIPtEA5UBE(ia (M kS HS pen»Rl*pa RHarror812 MEddqyl5 

8 104111 UJMmWStp«tpinaa^^RaK«Ck*|MI4eadE812 RtMtaRS 

9 5tSHB RCoetaneU 

10 201 S«rWinjHE(12) p) >ln Dohb N«en} WJa>*8B «Cnm2 

11 320146 SMOOWN W(MaCXUG0eiiea)IBenyS5 PRne«yR33 

12 136433 !»SROrC10)P)IM«O«)tHMnDltara82 MBHarU 

13 224162 WEEtU/WS VtQffl (10) {Ed Wteeonan L*fl R Hcfashead 8 1 HHury(6}4 

14 0425 ASJIWBIWiHNflS pfltMBeRSwNSDOw 7 13 IFB&B5 


3 00 

J 0125 

5 00 

G 4 

r o®a 

6 00 

9 421402 

10 

U 300625 
12 0 
13 000 

M 506164 
15 50 

IS 0 

17 00 

1£ 431100 


d Racng ixfl C Dwv 8 11 

aNEatZSPJOmlBMKft 

> (18) (Liman sue D infer a 3 


15 ^^WW^{47){mHFPn5tjcr^RHfKr811. 

it oo 

it Ss s s Ph ^r 

23 03664 SOLQffl W Pj f 


eoriscamau. 

tRaonflCManBU 


s u WRMdml 

M Bthyll 

UsMRevcfer811 K Dafesr4 

nySll — PPtwoy(B)28 

01811 IWdlB 

i WCamm 1 

ii _-n»#»t(3)3 

8U 

Must 8 U D Halftan 21 

[11 SMNbnftM 

986 — rorinaH 

L M ftMwttB 

p I FB8M2S 

MbipUrsSfi ISototodf7J2 

CWM*(7)20 

— .PPIBai dfl>CT9 

n»86 Pad S«ny 19 


h 062660 RTOM5Sri{12)W^^™“ uw ™ ,OD 1 

SS‘3?5 

iwu ! »hnte286LDeWB6-tt DUl ^ 30ian 


8 1D4SU1 UJttWIRWtMJWWaa^wnsIRBMSttMMMMdeaia BIMaRS ZL 005145 BB WHOHS 02 ) P) (Mb W ag 

9 55103 5 TOPnJV(B«)m(M»fcf>nplrtRx^ RGodnnaU 22 600060 BN 1 SIHO (87) Oort W« utv F 

10 201 SMIEriMIUEtmm9taD<»NMe>aW.law8B .9tftaaai2 -2 

11 320146 SINOOWN0} AtaQiBB0euKa)JBeny8 5 Pftw*yR33 MWrwn tWfete: Tsr Tfc Dw haneftap i«*?t 

12 136433 DGEREr(10)(D)|lMrtCh8sylHDkfei1DltaraB2 Pud Eddery 17 Jamg 7a lft aafcstm ftr 7fc 

13 224162 WKtUWS VtQBH (10) (Ed Wfeeunan Ud) R Hcfceftead 8 1 HHe«y(6J4 BErtlM: MTtam, 5-ltariB»n HftM 

14 0425 ASW« FOR MNaspAWseRSBaN SOW 7 13 IFE&B5 «rta, tW»e CWiw^lSe^^DKd 

15 02R32 MOn06Eim|22)(CJI%n>eM NCBBa0aa713 SBanhaBB 1994t Inaoun Rtaoa 4 9 5 S Langm 10-1 U 

16 220416 9BHtESIIABfl*HErp4)(DJBHhW»aBBflGI««7 13 H*deawlfi ... . _ TO 

17 412468 L4DT C4B0WE IAIB (19) (NH RwnrtW M Chwnon 712 

18 140600 H»BM«OemfflTOefMWW0iaw»77 HtfeM(S)9 tSnl 

_ jg iknipirri — man <o now vnm ho vos niinf 

10-1 Prtma VN^ Sacra. (■*«». 

Met: Wtnfera 2 7 7 L Chamaek 12-1 ^ " 

Tha dm adwntasB is contuangamh the stefls pteeed fci the centra, sundown, in atal npWTil EBF CHESTERTON MA 

13. B Just the iyi» to |srt up on tfta raa to the ttne. Cdnipetanr 5* darner Paid Fwey (4.50 irn p»naltv VahJ 

tal» «T5B> artStandown roared up the h* a Sandoum M bert Cantorton threewBlngs j imramny WII 

B0D. He has »I extra furlor< to suit today: unUte In Lunar Mat’s nuroery hero (5fl next 1 3 BOBmavBtcwjBMQ^i 

WH3, and Ns latost show>« behind Dashing Blue «\Wivmb a decern mn coftodertng (to 2 
oad dma Umar MW tvs winning tom at (his ttaanfie Q»at U-NpJfany at H^dctio tut 3 

StandCMi meets her 9Q> batter tor the 1toe4en@h beating. ^* mo * ® i n 5S2^2S5LKKi 

Edday won a nimsoy fcr waie JanHs on She’s OynamitB a Haydock Tha fact that hejs off 5 0 Wg ^J^ JHaMa n iAI W ao 

the SOW'S Sweet Name (drawn low here) to ride Rawed Hanron's S«wt Pfcroaaw a 6 A G««to) J H 

wthnonr^se«»iP)easmhashadt»oruiBButoean*t4»awnrBaandsheiatesab% 7 0 WWKomrajSA) Ufl (RE 

dw«r e«lw sprang *0i»el on her debut hehffid LJKa A Hawn m SaSstoury m Mo^ Sweet 8 0 PBMEE KBg Bf (63) (WsJLHi 

15^ badlydravmaSandDmonhaseiwidaaitwxiaftewrtsonthBali-wBetftera 9 SSS^f J n^? l) ,L ^ l S g u 

v^J^haripton and Is cenarty irt with 9 shout prowling the draw does not cOuK }® 50 

hee Hwatrtato got her act to09lher at last hma. though me is a turtong furax* li 

MtfwE»Qnd,SBltoa.wasorSy fifth In a Haydock iMseryyBStEraay. Slop Play. 4*> worse 12 aUHDOiepaAJ (BucfesmO 

13 p am»^Hwart*wa*ru 

Has better sound widd batp herand Ray Cochwia b srt ntaresorg OooWng, wtifle 14 5 TUME 1013 (223 ptNnohl 5 

rr^oyc ctinrtw trt^to- L«t9ield (7T) cotid art Asking fm Ktocr. who waa earter a bit uv is WiAGElWQOI AhsmaRKei 

Wta te, bner rafasd Sfedasgte aBtefl dega ; * 

h^hMndPadflcGnMCWW sewn IWadB, Site nadpratously beaan Obsesslw at Hemp- BETnKte 7-2 8#w* Dona, 5-1 BaMMti, li» 

IWIM upme r 8 Ufflfld •* 11-1 H«a^ m HodMCfe. 14-1 Prop 

t^andmat Oy ^3 ww w ^ saaeWa: STAND0WN. l9McVttm290HJISnM5-l(HC«i)2( 


— ml CHALLENGE STAKES (CLASS A) (Group 2) - ,£A J 
■^1 £50,000 added 7f Penalty Value £35,721 1-™ 1 

1 21-1343 S0VETlJK(lS}(n)(MddainAlttdaQun)USbue594 WRMdrna 

2 U3SI0 C00Llim(ll) (Saeed Uaoera] C Bnoati 490 KDariay7 

3 245044 aniMJDie (IBIti 1*77 (09 (fixfefetartSBeHtinSUDorSSO P* Eddery 3 

4 212(20 MSnEatr(IIM)pi){D>IPRLClWlSWbods590_-. — — WWbod*4 

9 333114 I WWt ( Uli lO MPB IHartan H Maanur>) W R Ham 3 8 12 WCkhhi 8 

6 121550 8H«flD(Ui fD) «(8(nlan Al MaMtuni J Durtap 3 8 U R Cochrane 1 

7 1-30602 MffljRSI4fiMRffi)0^rlWaifelCBnan 388 DHkBoo 2 

8 11-32 IB>amWU(UW)(14)tQm{Cha«l9lttSU)MSDue3B8 I Md S 

-8 doctored- 

BETIMte 7-4 Hanyfc 62 Rad Carahni, 9-2 fiaparor Jonas, 11-2 SovM Lba, 10-1 Cod JBB, 14- 
lSWdd, 2M Made Cid. SM Mriwai AM 
199ft 2feBn 4 9 0 L DRUB 13-2 U Gonwi B mo 

FORM GUIDE 

Rad Camival was roaly buzdng wnen she bea Haraytr a vw cneny rtmon and she is nn« 
41b hanw oft. She is ateo the hasher of the n» after reappearing born a Bwihonth layoff 
to Chase heme Bm Rorfa oyer a m«e hern a tbrtn^u agx HaniyJr, tha 1,000 Guineas wtrv 
net; candnues to hold her form and she coutont be faidtod B0ttist lhe speedsters m the 
Dtadara last time when Cool Jan. aided ty the stands’ ode rad, baa ner war a lenglfi 
inn) towth. Haroytr coi4d easly win ths back owr a more notable lrtp, whereas the rites of 
Sendee Um. outpaced wtwn second to Zietm in the race 12 months itfJ. and fiaporar i 
Jama, seem better suited to a mHe. SHAHID baa Matte Cat in the Beeswing at New- 
casOe eer^ at The season and the soft 0iwnd ms agtfnst him a Goodwood last time, to e 
naopy race. Shahid is wnth the risk a decent odds. Sel e ct ion; SHAHID. 

A 1~Kl MILCARS LEASING HANDICAP (CLASS D) £6,000 1 - Mi, jl 
added lm Penalty Value £3,890 "..I 

1 (00500 S0TOBW[23) (Mta Matter* HofcSJ P tens 3 9 10 GMnd4 

2 013 1MNM (Q M PR (MtJ Csto0ai] N CMa0m 3 9 ID PMEddaqU 

3 40-350 M!£(niQM9(12) ERw>vnd1oatfVRAHuK398 MHany{5)12 

4 773211 A2DWAAB (fEi?* (12) (Hsnxfefl A1 IHtcurt J DtrtQp 3 98 .W Cram 11 

5 440506 ABKMMG (IISAH12) [The (TT 8nu{6 G htarwod 4 g J A CM 18 

6 036400 («KI^THK»CSB(l2)(The«BadByftmeatrolSVWBnwd95 — KOwtoyto 

7 0217100 FUMMB0CEANm<D)(FAH(aBtMaGKele«ey595. SVWtoarlfeM 

8 BtUUOO HDUUQflE (10) (J F CmplM} M Bfefey 3 9 0 RCBdamU 

9 132415 GUESSnroDN (USA) O (C) (D) (Una POTashe) J Ftaarce 5 9 0 — SDmm(l)8 

10 0440 DUCHNS (9) Ms Dm Wl^nl J Rntoame 3 8 13 W ft Sainton 2 

11 6233S 9ALD0 (12) {D) (Get^ C GiwrartOd) Lort Hjravfcn 4 8 U DMntno3 

12 3232 FtmrCBnEUm8F)MsGFRB0MRBcK3811 I Red 9 

13 0530 2HM2SM(C12}(AtoCtminetomg)BUsilvi3810 PadEMy22 

14 000000 ASntU.WEBCS(29)IGH0MidSpnldRHannan4B9 Dm OTtal /$ 1 

15 0G3 GOIOenOUCH (USA) (23) (P4s ftta Goddey) R Cfarapen 3 8 6 PMcCm&U 

18 434150 CteHSDH SHOWIER (34) (D) ftas Daw Rmsd) J Fanshatie 361 NVartoy(3)6 

17 (04033 SAUUDO (G (Mn Sandy HsntgH m MBfeeO 4 7 13— 1 FE&n 7 

18 32350b KVtSHHSpSK) PO) (CQ) (PDaHtsan-Broanl UnU RraeleyB 7 7 fiBnMft 

19 300620 MGHTVHNQD0M(3tftmicmnjn()Cl>r|et4 7 7 Unfit Dwyer (7) 5 

20 40000-0 BROUBinilfS PORT (28) Oort RDKfcn) W Musson 5 7 7 HWmlS 

21 005145 BBUARDW 02} P) (Mm Uagpa Bmn) R UcfUar 3 7 7 PFkoayfQU 

22 600050 BALLEIHD (87) Oort Vbrdne Racr© J f*kJ»-Hb)B 5 3 7 7 DVMfil(l|U 

- 22 dadanxt- 

MMnurn MetfKs; 7sr TK Due hsndcap ne^n: M0*r rarUJorn 7sr 5ft BmitfiBrt ftm 7a 2ft Bw- 
Jarong 7a 1ft. Bafcstro Off 7ft 

BETtHft: Mltan, 5-1 tedlhas; 8-1 O a u i Hk ia dun . 10-1 VMds, 12-1 CrimMO Shmm, Ftoy 
SatOft WMt Omyaft J4-1 BaaftmaS, toeMag, Batoedo, 18-1 afisn 
199ft Kajours Rhea A 9 5 S Lengvi 10-1 U Iteice) 29 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

T fet wwa aid the proeessne filly A aSha ar are r with every chance but MfHJNTCATE has 
bean playing about a bft witn to usuel apprentu* partner and Ray Cochrane could be the 
man to hold him tofpther. Ha was Mftuig double when he dipped the hosts of a rival and 
unshipped David McCabe on the Jtdy course three outing; aff} and the semn-turtong trro at 
Haydock last time was too short for turn. Subsequently withdrawn at Rintefraot alter un- 
shipping McCabe on the way to the nan. Mountese can cwtwdywtn non hts Beverley v*- 
Kjry over Cancer On m tufy Xar&tta was heavfly backed when tfartf to Night Dance at Ascot 
on Saturday. AaShsar bolted home in a fUHes' handicap at Haydock (7f) last bme. Gue**tJ- 
raatlon has Strong dams. S el e ction; MOUNT GATE. 

14 cni EBF CHESTERTON MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £9,000 added 
2YO lm Penalty Value £7^25 

1 3 BWHB) OVBt (14) (R M Qeeit C C^stf 9 0 MEdtoryS 

2 CHVSOR Sort HowbrI 00 IHAfen) H Cto 9 0 — AtoGkM7 

3 ELASHHH (USA) (Hsnftel M MbMouhi t GDsden 9 0 WCmnlO 

4 FU)CHECK(U8AJ Bttne*wi Stud fans Lrnedl J Dxtop 90 ROodneS 

5 0 HA»Anil4)(Harttan«MBtoounOWRHem90 JM Rental 9 


7 021/100 FUMMB OCEAN (4flJ (D) (F Al-Nasal Mss G Kefeedy 5 9 ! 

8 601000 MDUNI&flE (U) (J F CoiptoW M BfeSty 3 9 0 

9 132415 6UESSnmnN(U5A) R (q(D}(Qitetet fttmmhWJPea 

JO 04-40 DOCMNfl (9) (Me Dw WspnJ J Rnftfce 3 B 13 

11 B23335 «Mm(U9(0)(toiaayCGKraood)Ltoto4i^Mn48 

12 3232 Ftmr«BDE mm MiG FR B om RB oss3B ll- 

lS 0530 ZEUMZDMt (12} (Ate Omhe Rsrmg) B Meehan 3810 . 
14 000000 AStRU.WEBtS(2QIGHnwto6pnldRHQnmi4B9 


003 GOUBnOKH (USA) (23) film Ms 


6 

7 0 

8 0 PR9KC XMSKy (GS] (U3Jt.Mdcpi Lort HunweUt 9 0 DHardm4 

9 PROSFEBO (JCSmth) 1 Bating 90 DUBUeS 

10 50 RttMMSEr(2qSa4lEtoRmfibStOL(^ XDadeyU 

11 SACHO MoMtitneiA J Goedsn 9 0 .WRSwtabmU 

12 SBSHIDOItfflSAJ (BuSssmOMHaHrieJ HCeolSO (%t Eddery 15 

13 Sunn {LndHoMRlifeWfeideniW Java 9 0 MThtodll 

14 5 THREE WiS(22](KAIIIiiali)8Htfe90 *CJ«K2 

15 WlAEEKMQ(NAhsiraaRHannn90» 9WM*»ttl2 

ffiTTMO: 7-2 8#w* Done, 5-1 Baibatb, IKE Satfeo. 7-lOtteoco River, 6-1 Throe He*, 10-1 Cto- 
■or; 11-1 Hftato, 121 Hodw*. 14-1 Procparn, Soto; 18-1 otkns 
mt Vrmd 2 9 0 M J Kioe 5-1 (H taq 26 mn 


l(ZfedAGeteai)JHas9 0 


R (USA) P6) P E Sangsnl P Oaptfe-Htam 9 0,- 

(UsJLMdon UrtHunWigtti90 


— W l tw M 3 

I Md 13 

_J) Hattai 4 
— DtMBUsB 
— BDKtoyU 
(RSutabmll 
J%t Eddery 15 
— MIUMtl 

ACfetk2 

BtntoaattU 


j : TAUNTON- ' 

HYPETOON 

2.15 Dominion's Dream SSlK 

noval Saxon 3.4S Persian Saint 4.20 No- 

! GOING: Good Mi Vtm 

■ roSion sultan am- AMOS- 

1 PARK: iVaunr it! reraw Sj. rcmalniKS tree 


HASS: DrafetaV D«ran 01-15) 

Ns&llSH 

3 * Bra!gsB:5r=^=3Z 

7 50 ^ 


9 EKJ5A RfiRWOr 106 

10 GaMGHAM6U»YNA«ial04 r“SS 

11 o cuBBittaaMBanaaodpiioi *■■“*■ 

-IlfedMd- 

B£mtt4-7 DMMtora Dn«v 114 He Mea,MMiel>AqK IMS* 

Mai, 12-1 Coast Aloot 20-1 Eton. 33-1 rtbra 

| A gg t donyatt selling handicap hurdle 
t£52J (CLASS G) £2300 added 2m If 

1 3CB34-1 Wffl«BNSWlJ8WC213roP^4120jaj^m 

2 Of- IMIWIW (68ft SHPd^sT 120- = rj-*PI 

3 (VP-HB tMRHMMUCaGWRHBClgsBMrt— -J IMW* 

4 P0B2-60 RCH0(HI)^ThMTer71110 .»/> fi ll l g to4 

5 « p4) N Mechel 9 11 10 -Sopto Wtt*«4 W 

| 3E §4(* uniE H00UGAW (711PI B EOnah 4 11 2 — 

7 144^3 t0BC WU0p( »Dqi p4U2 — »j *— jjj 

8 005 SMC 88BBT QWRBtodisnm 4 1013 — SltoMM 

S 323^ ^WS BOBU- (20) DBtae« 4 10 U 

ID UF5- WNBt 9mp^SSm^4W8 

U W024R NDBOMSRWRtetolllOT---— — BP*» 

-Uttocund" 

BITMSaSKfiSBSSttr" 

CTaaasss-Jar 

1 mm2 snum mPiJWJir 8 u ^ * "tt 

i "SB 

t SaWwc'WaiiSiSSS 

-5 detored- 


Mhhum adgt 10a. Sue ftandfcap tnSge LudvAfeta 9st 9b 
SET7BW; M A0ft 21-* 8c*l Ckakft M Stax* RheL 44 ftqnl S»- 
on, lB-lLadqrABwa 

pa a c l BET WITH THE TOTE NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS q (DIV 1) £3,1)00 added 2m If 

1 1 PStawSAMKWD3»0rtUU4, -J> Holey 

2 4 BUMBtP3}MsBWne71012 HBjma 

3 trSAKBEdVpbsmbUm ._I4 ARftsrrftt 

4 030622 FOWCWe £159 ) Mb C J bhnsry 630 12 — APHeCBy 

5 30- HOSIER OWtAOr (315) RAMm4l0U DBdd0to* 

6 P5326 SANDenOWHBiro)ABBRn»41011.-SBunMA 

7 M 8EADRBUW(77)JSmdh410U P Carey (7) 

B KMBM8UE LASS L GCBBial 4 IDS. SlktUB 

9 StPACO«DBucUI4iOG DJB«M 

10 2 ST WTTS (385) W G M Tumar 4 io e JIDaMMty 

-lOdecHnd- 

roTWft54P»atoS«hV44 ft ta«rie,MMtorO l &i<»lMarato 
StHttt, lMflOyACeta. 14-1 IMA Kh« 38-1 Mbra 

A 901 1SEFLO IODINE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
1 V 1 E) £4,000 added 2m 110yds 

1 2*ai2 mOMUCHnQSQflN(33)nflnUPee7120 JPtoM 

2 1653-21 N0etSy(M|D)NWitoau7-----_BDMMfldy 

3 DW025- CWD MSW#»tU»taHKrt0«6 UQ .JFTittiy 

4 005560 aCMlDM0ON03)PRflbd311O SBtonMi 

5 B- RfflUN{U6) Put** 7110 APHcCoy 

6 P2P8-PB COIMB SNt«lMaCCanx51im JUaott 

7 5AM412- ROME RMDBt (158) M An 5 10 13 DBiUfftor 

_ y dMtefld — 

BETIWS: 94 taMj, M Cm OManon, 7-2 Nona ReWai 5-1 
totab toema, im Reyna, 204 Cototo Sto tofei Mm 


I a ee| CAVENDISH TECHNOLOGY HANDICAP 
(Z!rri HURDLE (CLASS E} £4,000 2tn3fll0yds 

1 31535J 6REBUSUW(7](P|APini9120 Peter Hofita 

2 211341 N0RMCVW1EY (2D M Pipe *11 11 DBddWHter 

3 041343 CtOOUfiffiCA' IS) (Cty G Ediods 7 UE MAB&g*raM 

4 346016 qtlUMODO (173) Mss C Johroey 4 U G „JtPUc£«y 

5 140042- NOROteMtMmOC^PMPlpeAlOrt — O Banovs (7) 

6 206P34 ONBB}«l(MqPHeaeB41012 MdetaefT) 

7 S120FU D0»tMiPRRS*iy*£nil04 

8 002166 JASONS BWpHQJUBndey 5 104 RFfinat 

9 335403- i BPWffl (17B) fl 8 JO 4 T Draata (7) 

10 010544 DUE OF DREAMS (123R Bata 5 101 Oftas* 

-iDdecimd- 

BETTMB: 5G Nerdht toflay, 61 Qaastmodo, 7-2 ChUaMdiftt 61 Green 
Until, 7-1 Nanfc Crown, Cfi«4: Jim. 12-1 Onto Of Drams, 161 utben 

Ie OCl BET WTTH THE TOTE NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) (DfV II) £3,000 added 2m IS 

1 QK2.-P SPB9mWRJBEMnNto*w6115 JIARbWrsM 

2 BAUtSAftADftwtft 5 10 12 PtaMy 

3 5 DIGfll8r(27J ft OSufiat 5 10 Z? JHWMtar, 

4 10574 JAHEtaOt p) WGMLmer51012_™ DBritfeptear 

5 LA1UHAL K Btaq) 6 ID 12 .-LHmwy 

6 QO UTT1E JOE (12) J Smith 6 ID 12 JtDwta 

7 56026 MEa«S DfiEAU (12^ oswiittd 6W 12 JDthne 

8 6 WESIHW VIU1ET (257) c WfcJiBn 5 10 7 DSatar© 1 

9 5 PeVBB.PnNCES8($qGBafefe«4U6 APMcOny 

10 30*2 Rt7BtLTHMB^[7)fWTOTO410a_taRJ(ta»ra 

BETTING: 62 HedtoDran, 7-2 Betona, 61 Speato^HctM, 61 Riqr- | 

autaobte.61 Mowt. 10-1 Fowl htoaea, 20-1 MMn i 


HYPERION 

L4S Niktta’B Star 3-55 STAR AND GARTER (nap) 

2J2Q Trial 4.25 Reagan asque 

2.55 Empty Quarter 5.00 Sue’s Return 

3-25 Soverelpi’s Crown 

GOING: Firm (Goad to Finn In ptoca). DRAW ADVANTAGE: n^h from r,r tin . 
STALLS: StnuRbi coast' - mare; remainder - inside, 

■ Left-hand, titfn course, wtth a one mile suuIkU- 

■ Coume ta off A1U85. SuOon (Im^neuxn - Sohbum Unc) iAIOyd. ADMISSION: Hub 
512; Grandstand £7 (QAPsi'J.50); Course iiWl (OAFS 5IISL GAR BARS: Fire. 


I . I AH win 

■ LEADING TKAINKKS WITH IltNNEHS: Mn M Sndcy — 54 whnwn (ram 3111 
namm ghw a aiccesB ratio of ]4JHfcandB loss lo aSl IniH suW ofSKMfk MH 
Eattrbr — 2D wton cr A LiOO nnrnas. 9.78%, -S1H.71; J Berry — is arrays*, 1811 
nmnera, 1 1.1%, -835. 7% Sir M Pnwott- Ifi winners V-i mrau-ra, 33.714, +S1S.7X1. 
■LEADING JOCXBre: K Dwtey^ —03 wtaicw, 301 rides ^0.T»i. +534.78; G DuOdd 
— BJwtancra, 113 rttfes, 17.7%, -5 7Ja-.Pfcia Eddery 18 winners H 1 rtdes.iLi^, 
+528H5; Dcm HcKmwb — 17 winners 145 rides U.G%.-£'M.UI. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: NIUta'a Star (1.151: Ttmiiem, Arctic topper 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Ther- 
hea (JJ5) bar been ewtt 328 mflcn by B B Mlllaan from KenfiJiwire, Devwn. 

I I 'a el CUB HUNTERS RATWG RELATED MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
b=!ZHJ E) £4,400 added 2YD lm Penalty Value £3^35 

1 405 BMMW BUDE 03) (T BUM A Jaw 90 Hotel 

2 62005 LABSD (tBA) (20) (Hamdan N MtaMid W R Hero 9 0 JtMte2 

3 036 KEBR£KNOT(9««YLRaa«MJchrsSDn90 J Wd«v3 

4 04050 taCW5SM(275Ptoa^ftaas)DMuray5>T»0i9D . — -MJAbmIO 

5 0400 PEIHEHJZ (18) ff A Scohsnl E 'Ntjo®* 9 0 .WRyn4 

6 44265 QUALITY (15) ffS S Iferg W CTtorrefl & 0 IOnl5 

7 004 ReCAU.nilUto{«to(UeMteMwGnhani)UHEtaift-90 MBM11 

8 45045 !AIWtnE(IBA)(3toI>taKVi#vTtoRW4»d»PC^ UMMI 

9 54063 tmC0iU»MU£ 02) MeG A ESrnmiWbotas 90 Pfctaon? 

ID 04003 WBE ACT (USA) P2)(la%s*«« Raerog Qfel M MeadeS 0 VSHtery> 

11 008 BCSinV MADAM (IB) (fifeadPVMiekl) BlflfeB9 MMb8 

12 03550 tA RMMNGD (17) (ShertT Raotf M W Eas&rttF 8 9 LOaraockU 

-12 ilertwuJ- 

BEntME; 92 EcxtaKo Medan, 5-1 Leboad, 11-2 Hoerae Knot. 8-1 Taptataw, 7-1 QwMtJt 8-1 
Wafesra Royto. 9-1 Recta ^ T6 Mnd, 10 eeway Bfitte, 12 MMtel Sum, 14 Wto Act IB often 
199ft Fits Bite 2 9 0 W Ryan 11-2 U (Mop) 8 on 

\0 Onl LESLIE FETCH MEMORIAL HANDICAP (CLASS C) £8,000 
added lm ef Penalty value £5,703 

1 111331 TBAto (19) (CD) (Hesmonfe Shift J Dutop 3 9 10 £Cwfir4 

2 40444 PROFHEIS HONOUR (22) (S A B OWBrneie) P Kta£mt3 9 7 -ID Snftli (E) 3 

3 goitn TDPLACTOl) BJtrt VtetsrtcXiHtr Stmon WMtaach) W Sauifi 39 5 . — UMtorll 

4 112366 RtUGEHOjl (5) [D) (EMB ItacmgOuDI N Trtfer 6 8 11 HJKtal 

-4 dtetoatf- 

BETTHte 8-11 Trad, B-4 Ibp L«tji 10-1 Praphote Hdbouc, 18-1 Fhugeron 

189ft Shadows OfSAver 694 K Qtoey 100-30 lift URaetty) Bran j 

r o ~ e e1 TEES COMPONENTS HANDICAP (CLASS D) M 
g*rgl £5,250 added lm Penally Value £4,413 L.".J 

1 320011 EM*IYQUARIQ(9)(P) lAbdutaiSaccdUHabl J6nsden31D2 t6ol .^LDMtod3 1 

2 004256 PSKY BRAnHMIfTGM)(8nanttotleyCanBCna 1x9 M Johnson 398 JWBmrl 

3 211300 HAKKA (USA) (29) (D) (Hanta AI Mateun) D Moray 3 9 8 R tot 12 

4 521230 KMflCAIM (3Q (D) (Se Data Wffisj HCEd39 5 WRywnlS 

5 21600 1EKHUM (27) (D) (Mra C A tfitoosi P Otappte-Hyam 3 9 3 BDoyto* 

6 151030 ADMDMI8 RAME P9) 8 Q (VMib 1 Gtubmiiet) C Him 4 9 1 QDMBald6 

7 0820 GOLD® POUND (USA) (20) I totttun Al MaWXT'l E DlTbO 3 9 0 MHtoS 

8 152100- SfiUBSH VBB3ICT (9) (C) to) (Cn 4 Aten lid) Denys Stmh 8 8 13 — C Tuan (S) 13 

9 160530 FLASWTS SON (M) (Q IK l£« GM Moon 7 S 13 1 lata 14 

10 410-500 SRDBE OF RRE (NQ (9) (Don Enron Inceal Don Emco ktcao 389 — JQro lUto 11 

11 000000 Bfl>U5NEAn|U)(TASnadiero)EAesn«5 380 JMsGtaaS 

IT 132560 BJIERHCMtlO) niQraRacmgCUnNTiiHef 380 G Carter 2 

13 441200 nwCMED(5](CQ](/CGattU0RBarS 712 AUacka/7 

14 006300 BALLARD RMG (&) (D) U H Piderdl J Wamt0n 4 7 i NtoltaylO 

15 200053 IBtflMA (8) p) (Nortruhto UanLxn R Fahey 9 7 7 XCbamnftB 

AWnwt ro#«t 7tt ®. hx Imtcep Ke&s BaBulKng 7a Jft itaft Ttolia. 

BETTWB: 2-1 Empty Quarter, 5-1 Pennyeakn, B-l Percy Braitbwatte, Thrtiini, ID-1 Goldea Pound, 
11-1 Mila, 12J. Ataata Ftow, SpanWt VmIcL M-l Mhara 
196ft Seeata 3 8 11 G DuBelO 8-1 «■ Maih Pnacenj 15 on 
FMMQWDE 

A rtartw win from Monaasabtr a conditions race here last week has earned EW*TYQUAIt- 
TER a 6to penaltK tahine the weeto he caides to a hefty 10s 2ID. but his rtnth to Se^ewsv 
vt tha Jersey Stakes at Royel Ascot suggests he has the doss to pud off the hat-tnek de- 
stne the b<£ wet^n. Empty Quarter wiB ham to cope with a (as-run race, though- be- 
cause Ftositya Son ipoorty drawn m the Ayr Gold Cup last nmel doesn’t hang about and 
fiaroy Bratthwalte goes off et front, too. Haatt/s Son has a txt u prom as tar as say- 
ng the mile is concerned, but fivey Branhwarte wAI prefer this top alter tatWtg to Ian 
home n Sheer Darto^s race over an extra two turtorvp at VorV et^it days ago. Mbukra 
was ttifand to Sheer Danzig at tork on Ns fira run for Retail Fahey, so the change of sta- 
ble hasn’t bothered hnn and ha could gp wel again oft bottom we ight G olden Found 
could Co better nowhetacldes a hanefreap. Satocttan EMPTY QUARTER. 

RTORl REDCAR TWO-YEAR-OLD TROPHY (CLASS B) {VI-; 
£142^00 2YO Gf Penalty Value £81^24 ■ 

1 313 BUWIIinon L CROWW (USA) (13) (Dj [Hestixmoa SPxj J Goaten 9 0 LDettodl9 

2 3U1D< 60IKNBER8 (57) (D) Sion ttatey CormiBiai LKB M Johnston 813 —JTtoMr 8 

3 1 NELDOflF (IS) (Dj (ShaUi MohanmetB DLcflwS 12 HJHnraU 

4 232421 CMMANKAI (33)(1ANTM0n)RHannon89— — MRsberta5 

5 024 ARCTIC ZVFB (USA) CIQ (fines o( W^h) W OGotman B 7 JCwnllS 

6 420 DEDHAM SOW (USA) (32} (LJMxtalP N^er8yB7 GDMtUMll 

7 110220 PfHNGE ASUA (B3) IMS RJDmMM Johnston 8 7 TW Miww Z* 

8 02 SCHOOL BOY (18) (0U Steed Hnae ItatgUOCAfen 8 7 — Sfipbrii Dtas 22 

9 054 SHANK) (33) (D) (Shdih MDhannKd) P OieppMfrnn 8 7 WRywl 

10 5 «EMVra«nn0tA8(taMHean>as87 _JM»25 

11 3104 WWHM (5) (Noodes ttan^) R tftnnon B 7 RPHfaemG 

12 12 BABSVBABE(Z7)(C)Ms(taBoaii)JQuni85 DatoORmn20 

13 212336 JtntAF (219 (HBntaAIIUODunijDMartey 54 RWs21 

14 max (MAKESnN(tto|(9(Q((ft|U)ranDGaucci)M8afi4 UFeataaa 

15 2330 FOBIG NORTH (47) (W d> 6frn Uerociinj Ma U Raetey B 4 DteHetaU 

16 345065 TtERWA 07) Ms Nays DuMDBR Uftnaifi 4 R Mae 10 

17 11 ANnBiA(to<rft(MECteiteLtaGMa£82 MMs2S 

18 U SUCIH5(B9)(MAJaM5)MJanE82 PUtoH 

IS 212 PRANCMS [28) (BE) (Qiereiey fartStutll D U»ttB2 OCartwU 

20 43460 GALAFtWOU dhu DeppongContoV UMKO CBndtet 81 BDo)lal7 

21 1135 BABE (BQ (Uicfy IMbcNU) R Jtenson Hai£ant 7 13 ISf>ate3 

22 3414 BBWI»ta{IBWf4QttofPCJDatyiJUta7:)3 SStofen* 

23 156430 KAMMflJ (89) [Mu H Goto M MteXurnete 7 13 NCartrtaU 

24 332120 IB>RNERVAIl£Y(2E)(CD)UAfiantei)Da^(S(nBi712 LCbngck23 

S 50144 5UPREtoKMIER(23)|AJdeVRnncUWM*'712 C Rutter 7 

26 IB IA V0UA &3) (ST Arx»fw UqC Webbed J ftrzGertel 7 10 IQata2 

BETTVIte 11-2 NMdart 6-1 AntMte, 13-2 Ctemaa KeL 18-2 Frananfr 8-1 Btue hts, 9-1 Baize, 
10-1 Sowrctofr (tan. 14-1 Atn41£-1 Sharia, 20-1 Beuttctfef. 25-1 Babsy Bt4>*, 28-1 Gotban- 

tMrt NaetaP Sto 38-1 Daohoston, La Ttota, Prt» AeSa, 40JL ntlwia 
198ft Mad For VtUdng 2 7 13 D Harreon 7-1 (D Lotfert 26 on 
FORM GUIDE 

Cayman Xol has an obvious chance alter winning the Group Ten Flying CMders States 
at Doncaster, a performance wtuen kwhs even better with me second. Mubhij, gpreg cm 
n cate (he Cornealls States at Ascot test Sauna* That n frre-furtong ftxrn do sofosh 
0omt but Cayman Hat, who has a touch of class and promises » stay tin top. B stri 
the one they haw to beau MEUDORF is just about the least exposed runner n the field. 
He hacked up at Newcastle on his only Stan and the tael that Mid, Kinane comes over 
for the nde cannot be ({pored. MaM For The NKs. who Is n the same ownership, looks 
to haw been prepared e&peoaly tor tots and she is preferred to toe other David Loder 
inner, Prancing, who wtt be puteiad to turn round Yarmouth form with Geoff wragg’s 
improving Aqtheln. Btue Ms com fo rtably beat Needham Star in the valuable Weatiief- 
Hys Super Sprint ai Newtouiy in July but Needham Star's erty subsajuent mn, in a Grot® 
One race m Ireland, suggests she’s unproved n me meantime. Sovefeta>'* Crown should 
be thereabouts after his decisive Newbuy wn and subsequent tfund to hjjity -rated Even 
top In a Listed race at Newmarket. S ato ctt on: MELDORF. 

|Q cc| EBFMATOEN FHJUES STAKE5 (CLASS D) £5.500 ] f>A 
added 2YO 7f Penalty Value £4,549 ^ 

1 XUftAMR Qtamdsi H Uefoouml J Gpsom 6 U BUI 

2 5 CLASSIC AFBUR (USA) (M) [CKssc BkoOandi PW S ivaems 8 11 A Mutiny 3 

3 50 DGUA (MSA (]S) tSuRai Al nabeen J Dunlop 8 U BDuflMdS 

4 DOMUSKV(DiarasCasBiFOTi**onr8U ACdtewB 

5 0 FWRYWINGS (12) (L C and A E S^saoiiM UsJ RamsdanGU KFaftalO 

6 0 HJBHIY (33} and Hatirienni L Cuman 8 11 J.tMtori7 

7 40 GREEN CHARIER (23) (BF) CEduaOo tferrojasol H Cete 6 11 — W Ryan 5 

8 JAMRAT JtMAIiAH (ShaHiAhrrad A1 MaMnni EDufop 8 11 MJNnrall 

9 0 KUDOS BUIE (91) (Mchad V BebO] J Bedel 8 11 iCamMU 

10 00 SHADY GIRL (18) Uten loM BHfc 8 11 JWNMT9 

11 336 SW? 4AC SARTEJf (23J laotst* 1 thJHrt Sr FTftjCtWTtKimlGWra® SUM (0*2 

12 5 SIRATBEK PUN (15) (Ms H U Cart Un J tbneden 8 11 MDe«b«4 

GETTMG: 3-1 Awnaaft, 4-1 Star And Gartoc 5-1 (tan Ctarter, 6-1 Shady GM. 8-1 Jaromt Jn- 

nata 10-* Mqtap, 12-4 Ctanfc Mato Strategic 7*>x 144 m&eis 
188ft no conesponsne roce 

FORM GUIDE 

Rra time out. SHAD7 GIRL ran raspectatdy from wha proved a poor tfraw n Ocean Grove's 
race at Nottingham, and she 6 back (n an onSnarytooieng maiden after along her chance 
in the Bh* Seal Stakes at Ascot, star And Grater was tarty drawn at Nottmaiam tost 
time, In the race won by Thraoan, but she was first home on the stems' sue ana beat 
Green Charter (tavoumel and FUtfity in toe process. Out ot a mare that has produced 
a number or gpod winners. Star And Garter should be thereabouts, but Flgnty wttl im- 
pnwe for the run and FranWeDeaon takes over this time. SatecUare SHADvafiL 

A OCl LEVY BOARD HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,400 added lm 5f 
I **l 135yds Penalty Value £3,940 

1 00-2063 WXIWOBOSW (Man (atate.) / Dirtap 3 9 10 Miami 

2 006541 PREIWIIA DANCER (9) {Cl (SteWi Wmtd 41 MaMturt J Gesdw 3 9 10 15e<. 

3 0650 REAGN^^^^^N^iouro, £ Dtital'ilZIl RMM2 

4 021330 B BgM L AMP (BBJ ptp Mrs y yfera 5 Wfems 3 9 2 XUaU 

5 423436- WJ4IIST (428) (The Genu Panneciip 2} M Kartunond J 8 11 J Carol 10 

6 065 MJOU OS) (Tvn DMbyt M Ryan 3 7 12 - DnfttMr 

7 152430 USXSRIfWE IAD7 (3(Q (G) fften Maitnw RacirC) Mis U l^tey 3 7 9 LCbaraockB 

8 012550 PHUm(2Q(CDBaitier4jinadWEl!Ey3 7 9 NKareate5 

9 (HX622 F4ATONETB) M ft%s 5 M Mann) N Rjan 3 7 7 DouMMa 

ID 04C6C6 BLAM C ASCADE (20) glen Bum hotel Den DnaWora 3 7 r,.^..jawTMdar4 
U 454206 ■BIBWHORCDN[USA)Pfll^HaiStud)CBnttin3 7 7 IQaM9 

12 400345 UQHTWK qtJEST (86) (J H Mon) J W8naf)i 4 7 7 AMackoyS 

13 3O12D0 [MB (CAN) (2Q (Ms lynn fbrtcd J Rates 5 7 7 llsnll 

-lSdedarad- 

Owbantia^we^'fc^tocade^siat.lVtterertortwrsrSffi.L^j 

nhg Quest 4th i'll Ifii 

SETTING: 2-1 Pretoria Qwm* 3-1 IMtaotM, U£ RuglMSriae, 6-1 Green Land, ID-1 West- 
am Hnrtm, 12-lPUMst. 14-1 ottare 
I 1894: First Bui 7 9 9 A Crttenp 4-1 (R Wlrtakert 14 ran 

[R hfl! EGT0N O&iDmONS STAKES (CLASS C] £8fiQ0 added 
3YO 7f Penalty Value £5,863 

1 0-30210 HOON HNQ t!8) OJUMoremed Sutel Rhbmoi 93 JWoanr2 

2 510235 H«a8S(12)(qtaHGCartweiHCECl92 II J Ran 3 

3 520000 SUCSREtUM{12](ALRMomi|AJans8B J Intel 

-3dedared- 

BemNO: 4-7 138 MwnKtaft 14-1 SMtaMun 

1994: Madaiy 3 8 9 B Onto 5-1 E Sfittanl 7 ran 
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sport 


Juninho's attitude will ridicule the empty-headed notion that a 
player with sublime gifts is entitled to special dispensation 


One opinion that has been held 
here too long to be lightly dis- 
missed is that if Pele was not the 
best footballer that ever lived, be 
is as near to it as we are ever 
likely to know. 

At a peak, Alfredo di Stefano, 
Diego Maradona and George Best 
came close but not close enough. 
Pele had it all; technical brilliance, 
imagination, remarkable vision, 
physical vigour, pace, stamina, per- 
sistence, enormous presence and a 
great passion for the game. If pro- 
voked he could be spiteful too. 

Nobody in fooioall today com- 
pares with Pele. but because of pre- 
dictable loose thinking in some 
areas of my trade it is bound to be 
a burden for the 22-year-old 
Brazilian international Juninho, 


whose transfer from Sao Paulo to 
Middlesbrough has understandably 
raised a great deal of excitement. 

Juninho is no more the natural 
successor to Pele than his hero, the 
richly talented Zico, was. He is a 
gifted, frail-loo king forward whose 
creative instincts, along with the 
impression that he had been di- 
verted from a schoolboy game, 
were immediately evident in the 
Umbro Cup here last summer. 

Since Brazilian football is not- 
ed for nothing so much as its 
flair, an interesting thing person- 
ally is that at first sight, both in ap- 
pearance and on the ball, J uninh o 
evoked memories of two fine Eng- 
lish players from 30 and more yearn 
ago, George Eastham of Arsenal, 
Newcastle and Stoke, and Tommy 


Harmer of Tottenham and 
Chelsea. A deft dribbler and 
thoughtful passer, Eastham won 22 
caps but, like Harmer, who per- 
formed many feats of productive 
wizardry for Tottenham Hotspur, 
was considered to be lacking in 
strength and resilience. 

It is possible that something sim- 
ilar will soon be expressed about 
Juninho as it was when Brazil’s 
captain, Dunga, first came across 
him in the national team's dress- 
ing-room before a match against 
Israel. Astonished by the new re- 
cruit's boyish appearance, Dunga 
asked Mario Zagalo whether it had 
become a policy to select players 
from the youth team. TWo hours 
later, Dunga knelt theatrically at 
Juninho’s feet 



KEN JONES 


That tale emerged from an in- 
terpreted conversation I had with 
Juninho one evening last summer. 
New to our love affair with Brazil- 
ian football, he was thrilled by 
praise for his s kills and the team's 
reception generally. "I want to 


thank everybody who has spoken 
and written good things about us,” 
he said. If a British footballer has 
ever said any thing simil ar it must 
have been when it was fashionable 
to turn out in tasselled headgear. 
A popular misconception about 
i football is that skills are 
I on the beadies of Rio. Pele, 
in &ct, developed on the dusty, Tut- 
ted streets of a remote railway junc- 
tion and did not see the ocean until 
he was selected as a teenager for 
junior representative matches. 

Neither does Juninho conform 
to the notion of football as a 
means of escape from disenfran- 
chisement. He is from what is re- 
icd in Brazil as a middle-class 


imfly an d is, importantly I think, 
product of the football schools 


that have grown up there in recent 
yeah. 

That Juninho should prove so ef- 
fective internationally when look- 
ing as though he -should be 
introduced to a diet of suet pud- 
ding and stout, is not only a trib- 
ute to his inner strength but 
perhaps significant to the contro- 
versy that surrounds Matthew Le 
Tissier’s continued omission from 
■the England team. 

1b suppose Le Tissier would be 
an automatic selection for Brazil is 
to be in ignorance of qualities de- 


world. For example, 
probably have won the 1982 World 
Cup in Spain but for the absence 
of a bnUiant centre-forward, 


Reinaldo, also from Sao Paulo, 
whose career was ended prema- 
turely by a succession of savage 
tackles that wrecked both he lmt.es. 

Skill has never been thesohtary 
basis for selection in Brazil as fete 
never failed to demonstrate. Since 
retiring he has said “People may 
say that technically Pele was not 
so good or that he missed some 
Eoais he should have scored But 
never in my 25 years as a 
could anyone say that Pclc does 

not run in the field" ■ 

There is no guarantee that Jun- 
inho will instantly be a spectacu- 
lar success in the Premiership, but 
we can be sure that his attitude will 
ridicule the empty-beaded notion 
that a player with sublime gifts is 
entitled to special dispensation. 


Bristol first 
to offer 
the money 


Rugby Union 


STEVE BALE 

Bristol stole a march on the rest 
of the English First Division last 
night when they announced the 
embrace erf “frill pro fessionaftsm" 
as soon as the Rugby Football 
Union would aDow-which at the 
moment is next season, at the end 
of the RFU'5 moratorium on 
dub payment 

This is the dub’s response to 
the depredations of other clubs 
who have been seeking or have 
already taken their players. A 
gaggle of old boys beaded by 
Derek Eves, the former captain, 
has already dropped into the 
Third Division with Coventry, 
and Newcastle of the Second 
Division have been trying to sign 
Garath Archer, Martin Cony 
and Alan Sharp. 

All three have now turned 
down the money - between 
£30,000 and £40,000 a year - be- 
ing offered by Rob Andrew, 
Newcastle's development 
director, in favour of a deal with 
Bristol which could be worth 
£50,000 each per season. 

Such a substantial sum 
would be dependent on where 
Bristol finished in the Courage 
Championship as well as 
bonuses earned by winning 
league and cup matches and 
achieving individual represen- 
tative honours. 

Bristol's search for the 
capital to fund this bold venture 
begins now, headed by Derek 
Brown, the businessman who 
ousted the former England 
scrum-half and selector. Bill 
Redwood, as chairman during 
the summer. 

“Bristol Football Club has 
decided to take the initiative to 


ensure that its rise to the top of 
the rugby union ladder is not re- 
strained by approaches to its 
players by other clubs,” Brown 
said last night. “Bristol is well- 
positioned to meet all the re- 
quirements of the new game, and 
its yotmg squad appears to be 
going from strength to strength. 

“The general committee of 
the dub Is determined to lead 
the way into the new era and has 
already agreed with its players 
a structure that will lead to a 
smooth transition to full pro- 
fessionalism next season. 
Lucrative employment con- 
tracts will be prepared for all 
first-team squad players which 
will indude provision for past 
loyalty and commitment/’ 

Bristol have thus put inplace 
something everyone else is still 
talking about while impatiently 
awaiting RFU guidance. They 
were stirred into action by the 
sight of their players m aking a 
procession to the North-east 
for talks with Andrew, who has 
yet to announce any Newcastle 
signing other than himself. 

Archer and Cony, England 
Under-21 forwards last season, 
were prime targets since they 
have only just left Newcastle for 
BristoL Despite being un- 
employed, even Sharp, Bristolian 
to the core but six times a 
Scotland prop, could not be 
tempted once Bristol had put 
their own package together. 

Also influential was the RFC’s 
much-criticised 120-day qualifi- 
cation period and Newcastle’s 
increasingly parlous position in 
the Second Division. “Rob has 
asked me to take too big a risk 
of dropping down a league for at 
least half a season when I’ve set 
my sights on the international 
scene,” Cony said. 


RACING RESULTS 


HAYDOCK 

ZOO: JL CHARTERHOUSE XPRES (N Mv 
tort 20* 2. Proctous CM 7-1; 3. Hoar Tlw 
Mute 5-4 fa* 11 ran. 2, lv«- (M McCor- 
maeft. WSntagB). Tote: £42.80; £4.60. 
£2.70. £ 110 . Dual Forecast: £132-20. 
Computer Straitfit Forecast £14&80. Tric- 
asc £280.90. Trto: £45.80. 

Z30: X. INCHRORY (RB EAtery) 4^ fev; 
2. Salmis 04; 3. Classic Romance 9-2. 4 
iml ¥>, 9. IH QecH. NaMnariet). ibte: £L60, 
Dual Forecast EL60. CSF; £2Jji_ 

3rt0: X. DOUBLE SPLENDOUR {W Ryan] 

8- 1; 2. 8a Mined 15-2: 3. No Blanco 

9- 1: 4. PrNHkna 33-1. 24 ml 71 fair Sue 
Me. Vh, sht-hd. (P Felgate, UsOum|. Tote: 
£10.90; £2.10. £3.50. £Z30. £15.00. Did 
Forecast £196.90. CSF. £7234. Tncasc 
£540.54. Tna- £334.10. 

Z30:Z SEBASTIAN (Pat Eddatf 1-2 tav; 
2- Mack The Knit* 4-1; 3. Nath Tteiaca 5- 
1. 5 ran. 4, i*«. ih Cecil. Newnrortetl. Ibte: 
£1.40; £1.10, £*90. OF; £2.00. CSF: 
£2.94. 

4.00: X. POLAR ECLIPSE (j WtaMrt 7- 

1; 2. Ahwmdn 2-L- 3. SpSo 13-S 9 

tan. Wh.9. (M Johnaten, Mtddtahaml.Tata: 
£73Ct £2.10. £1-20. £130: Of £7.90. CSF: 
£21.27. TWo: £7.40. 

4J30: * DEBUTANTE DKKS (M Roberts) 

10- 1: 2- M tet ln gD tt a* a. Win Rif 16- 
1; 4. Shift Again 20-1. 1£ ran. 9-2 fev He- 
boob Mahemaai iSttii. 2 vs. v*. <a soman. 
NewmarfcotJ. Tot* £1230: £3.10. £3.50, 
£2.70, £6.50. DF; £128.90. CSF: £95.97. 
Thcc £798.70 Ipart von. pool Of £79870 ear- 
ned fonsH to Newmaftet 4.15 today). Tn- 
casc £1333.40. 

530; LRJC»ffUE3J(W Ryan) &- 1:2. tok- 
or 2-1 tafi 3. Autumn VMngs 10-L IS ran. 
nk. 1%. {H Caol. Newmafceo. Tote: £5.00; 
£2.10. £1.70, £4.00. DF: £7.50. CSF: 
£19.76. Tna. £40.70. NR: Kbodraa 
EL30! S. CIRCLB) CM Hfla) 10-1: 2. Name 
of Oar VMhar 7-2; 3. Fog City 100-30. 9 
nm. 5-4 fdv Dombey (4tfil. 6, 1>A. (8 Hits. 
Larntxaim). Iota; £13.70; £130, £L70. 
£130. DF £24.50. CSF £4332. Trio: 
£19.70. After a aowante - inquty, the trac- 
ings remained ura&erad. 

Jackpot nor won (pool rf £54 3 1739 m Now- 
martaa today}. Ptoetpot £6330. Qubdpot: 
£80.60. HttP 8:160.61. Place S: £3431. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Ru£by League 

HJUJHIX CENTBURT WORU) CUP 

GROUP THREE 

franca V Western Samoa (tLO) 

(at Mnan Park. CaidN!) 

Football 

BORO QMS LEAGUE OF IRELAND Preolar 
DMsIok Dundalk v sap Rousts (7.45). 
PONTMS LEAGUE First DMUOffi CMMff V 

Btdai(7.Q); Soto vsneflddutd (7.0); Ufest 
BromWtfi v Manchester UM (7.0). 

Speedway 

PREMER LEAGUE IPWfcft VFwta [730): 
Ms«eeretwi v Mie vve (730); ShefStfd 
v Bradford ifiMS). 

Other sports 

QOtftiayoowoi«M8Wif^ChanTW^ 

MtanteOrtW. 

TENNIS: Men's and women's sateWte ujur- 
ratments tHrmin^um). 


WETHERBY 

Z2071. DAWN MISSION (LWyer) 11-1; 
Z Santa Hare 20-1; Z On A POdeetal 

5- 1. 14 ran. 2-1 f» Done WeB (8th). 1. a 
(M H Easterly). IMk £16.50; £3.60, 
£11.70, £2.00. DF: £1.13730. CSF: 
£20437. Dual Forecast £1.137.30. TWo: 
£27670. 

ZSO: a. VAVASW CP Mwn) 1S^ Jt tan 
ZKoshdaby 33-2; a Scarf 5-ZEnn. 15- 
8JttavP0nn*3nGde(fefl). 30. 5. (Mbs Lu- 
dnds V Russell). Me £2.50: £L30. £Z20- 
DF: £&30. CSF: £11-83. 

34SK Z SPOT AWAKE (P Mien) 4-1; Z 
New tan evens tar; Z Band Sable 10-3- 8 
ran. IV*, 4. (Mrs M Revdey). Ibte: £4.60; 
£1.40. £1.10, £2.90. DF: £350. CSF: 
£&48. Tncasc £3434. 

ZSO: ZTOOGOOD TO BE TRUE (LWyert 

6- 4 ftw; z De Jontaan 9-2; Z Baaocedsau 
9-2. 5 ran. 1. 30. (M H Eastertjy). Tbto: £200; 
£1.70. £130. DF: £3.60. CSR £737. 

430: Z DESERT FIGHTER IPNwen] 6-4 
tar: Z Simply Dashing 9-2: a Down Tha 
Fed 52. 12 tan. 1. 13. ffiteM ftaeteyt.Tbtes 
£2.70; £1-50. £1.70, £1.40, DF£490 l CSF 
£936. TKC £5.UX 

430: 1_ SOUTH WESIERiy (P Nvenl 4- 
5 tar; Z Arttem 100-30; Z Chsny Palay 
31 4 ran. 11. 15. (Mrs M Rowley). Ibte: 
£130. DF: £2.60. CSF £3.79. NR; WBer- 
toss. 

Placepot: £19-20. Quadpot: £5.40. 

Ptaee & E26.6Z Placa S: £433. 

EXETER 

ZJLD: 1_ SPRUNG RHYTHM (T J Murphy) 

13- 8 tar; ZRoonBo 16-1: Z FortSaa'a Oon- 
quest40-l. 14 ren. 15. 15. (K Baiey). Tbte 
£230; £1.10. £230. £1430. DP. £9.60. 
CSF: £27.65. Trim £17730 (part won. pool 
of £205.00 to Newmarm 4.15 Today). 

2-40: 1. UP THE JUNCTION IP Holey) 7- 
2; Z Kuo's Promise 40-1; Z Them Tines 

14- 1. 8 ran. 13-6 far Sam Magic. 2. 5. Me 
PD utfeid). Ibte: £4 JO: £1.5a £8 l 00. £Z90. 
DR £98J0. CSP £82rtZ WcasC £136739. 
Ptecepot £10.30. Quodpot: void. 

Placa B: £fi.9a Place 5: £3.44, 


(Tiring to fog 


TODAYS 

NUMBER 

25 


The number that Juninho will 
wear on his Middlesbrough 
shirt. The 22-year-old mid- 
fielder wears No 10 for Brazil, 
following in the footsteps of 
Pole, but the striker John 
Hendrie has that number at 
Boro and numbers cannot be 
changed during the season. 



Reaching for the stars: Britain’s Jamie Delgado serves in the lonely setting of BHiesley Tennis Centre as be strives to reach the big time 

Basel iners try to escape the 


Photograph: Peter Jay 



E nthusiasts who make be- 
lieve that they are com- 
peting on the world 
professional circuit while 
whacking balls on crowded lo- 
cal courts are not so far re- 
moved from reality as they 
imagine. 

In contrast to Wimbledon's 
prestige and £6,025,550 prize 
money, BQle&ley Tennis Centre, 
Birmingham, promises perspi- 
ration, frustration and only mi- 
nor elation, phis an opportunity 
to win a percentage of £4,000 
(£500 gomg to the victor). 

Billesley is currently hosting 
a satellite tournament, the low- 
est level of the events on the 
men’s international tour. Satel- 
lites are a harsh proving ground 
for the rank and file in a sport 
which offers vast wealth for the 
few who reach the top, such as 
Andre Agassi and Pete Sam- 
pras, and a meagre subsistence 
for the majority below 200 on 
the computer. 

The strata of men’s profes- 
sional tournaments rises from 
the satellites up through the 
ATP Tour series, which range 
from $50,000 (£32,000) Chal- 
lengers to 52.25m Super 9 
events, and is topped by tire four 
Grand Slam championships of 
Wimbledon, the United States, 
France and Australia. 

What distinguishes the 
Billesley event at the lower 
end of the scale is the title, 
“satellite masters". This is not 
as grand as it seems, except for 
the 24 participants who battled 
for three weeks to get there by 
competing in the previous seg- 
ments of the Lawn Tennis As- 
sociation’s £16,000 autumn 
satellite circuit at WirraL 


Telford and Nottingham. The 
reward for qualifying for a 
“masters" is the conversion of 
the small number of ATP Tour 
world ranking points players 
have gained in the process. 
This brings the possibility of en- 
try to the lucrative tourna- 
ments nearer and helps keep 
the dream alive. 

But there is no sense of oc- 
casion. The only difference be- 
tween a visit to the Billesley 
indoor centre today and a week 
ago is the presence of umpires, 
lme judges, the Wimbledon 
referee, Alan Mills, and the odd 
spectator viewing fierce match- 
es from a walkway between 
the courts. 

One of the referee’s duties at 
the end of each satellite is to file 
a report to the International 
Tennis Federation, including at- 
tendance figures. “On average 
we get about 300 spectators for 
the whole week,” Mills says, 
“and it's usually the same peo- 
ple coming back three or four 
times. The atmosphere is not 
there, and also conditions are 
not the greatest For instance, 
here I don’t like having to play 
three matches side by side - the 
bails are flying all over the place 
- and in the middle court you 
can’t put a service linesman on.” 

Mills officiates at British 
satellites four or five weeks 
per year. His next tournament 
is a S 2.25m ATP Tbur event in 
Essen, which has attracted the 
top 24 players in the wodd. The 
names will be familiar, the stan- 
dards higher, bat Mills does not 
anticipate keener contests. 
“The top end of the game 
comes down to money, to a cer- 
tain extent,” he says, “but arthis 


John Roberts looks at the harsh side 
of tennis, the satellite circuit where 
players scramble for ATP ranking points 
and the chance to pursue their dreams 


end of the game it's points so 
they can improve their ranking. 

The level of competition is in- 
tense, week in, week out, and of 
all the ones that fry, very few 
make it” 

At Wimbledon, Mills had to 
to deal with the Jeff Tarango af- 
fair, one of three disqualifica- 
tions during the championships. 

Tfcmpers are also apt to fray on 
the satellite rircniL “The play- 
ers are all very dose, living to- 
gether for three or four weeks, 

which obviously 

creates frustra- as Sweden’s 

tions," Mills On average Thomas Jo- 

says. “Conse- , ° hansson, have 

quentlyyouget We get aDOUt made encour- 
the odd little ° aging progress, 

bits of niggle oUU SPeCtatOfS Since winning 

going on, usual- _ three of the 

ty around about TOT tile four weeks of 

the latter part of the LEA win- 

the third week, WhOIC WeeK ter circuit in 

when they know February, when 

they’ve got to 


one or two who do well, but I 
think the majority of them slog 
themselves to death and come 
out with very little." 

Tennis in a vacuum is a chal- 
lenging experience. Britain’s 
James Baily, it may be remem- 
bered, won die Australian Open 
junior singles title in 1993 but 
was unable to make a success- 
ful transition to the senior game 
on his return when thrust into 
a satellite with an audience of 
media folk at Eastbourne. 
- Others, such 


get wins to get more circuit 
points to either get into the mas- 
ters or to be se«Jed in the mas- 
ters, which makes a big 
difference. 

“It’s a long time to take, 
that four weeks, which only 
counts as one tournament, af- 
ter which you get your few 
ATP points. So I can understand 
them getting a bit tired and frus- 
trated. When I come to consider 
code violations, I take into ac- 
count the conditions they’re 
playing under. It’s all right for 


he was ranked 
in the 900s, Johansson has 
gone on to improve his position 
to No 134. By auafitying for 
Billesley, Arvind Parmar, a 17- 
year-old junior from Hert- 
fordshire, can look forward to 
receiving his first computer 
point. 

Two British semi-finalists, 
Barry Cowan and Colin Beech- 
er, will gain their highest rank- 
ings, around the 300 mark. 
Cowan plays Robbie Koenig, a 
24-year-old South African 
whose career has been dis- 


rupted by injury. Koenig won his 
first satellite final at Nottingham 
last Sunday. 

“The guy you're playing is 
your worst enemy,” Koenig 
says, “but off the court most of 
the guys talk to each other. It’s 
tough, but it’s tough in the busi- 
ness world, it's tough if you’re 
an engineer or a doctor. We’ve 
got to put our time in at the be- 
ginning. This is the grinding 
time. The rewards are much 
bigger when you start doing 
better.” 

Koenig, who prospered dur- 
ing his first year as a pro, used 
his prize-money to finance his 
travelling and supplements his 
earnings by playing the stock 
market He is currently ranked 
No 549. “I want to get to know 
all kinds of things," he says. ‘T 
want other challenges. You only 
play tennis until you're 30. I'm 
not going to end up being a ten- 
nis h um. " 

Britain's Paul Hand is 30, has 
a BA in business studies, a 
ranking of No 390 and has 
spent eight years on the satel- 
lite circuit. He no longer com- 
petes overseas, and uses the 
home satellites to keep his 
ranking reasonably respectable 
while making most of his in- 
come from the domestic 
Reebok Tbur, which offers 
money but no ranking points. 

“Basically I can’t afford to 
travel any more,” Hand says. 
“Flights and hotels are getting 
too expensive. I went to Asia 
with Orris Wilkinson last year 
to play some Challengers for 
three weeks, and I came back 
two grand light, so I just 
thought, ‘this is stupid’.** 

Hand reckons to earn up to 


£20,000 per year on average. 
“Expenses have to come out of 
that, so X probably bank about 
£10,000, if that. It’s a meagre liv- 
ing, but if you keep your over- 
heads low you can do it I rent 
a studio ffet in Southampton 
with my girlfriend, and the rent 
is nominaL I practise with a 
squad down there and get paid 
for it a tittle bit. I can’t afford 
a flash lifestyle, bat I don't 
want that I'm happy doing 
what I do.” 

He hopes to remain fit to 
continue for three or four years, 
and may then turn to cxiaching. 
“I love the whole scene,” Hand 
says, his only complaint being 
that foreign players tend to be 
“spoiled” by free transportation 
at the LTA's satellites, whereas 
in most countries visiting com- 
petitors have to fend for them- 
selves. 

Nick Gould, a 23-year-old 
from Bath with a ranking of No 
411. can vouch for that. “Peo- 
ple who make out that it’s very 
glamorous travelling the world 
don’t know the half of it,” he 
says. “Fortunately I haven’t 
had anything drastic happen to 
me so far, but you don’t see your 
friends a lot, and there are 
places where you can’t get 
flights home and have to sleep 
in airports overnight, and there 
are a Jot of nasty hotel rooms 
with bugs on the wall." 

He intends to persevere 
awhile. ‘At the moment I feel 
I can go a lot higher. If I 
didn’t feel I was going to come 
out of satellites within two 
years I'd have to think again. 
You can’t make a living just 
from liking something. You've 
got to be realistic." 


Montgomerie prepares to play through pain 

Golf Tbday Tbrrance and Rqcca, with Elkington, who then rolled ed to know why he drives the ball that he would be involved in a African hac «, 


TIM GLOVER 

Although he was bom in Aus- 
tralia, Steve EDtington has spent 
so much time and earned so 
much money in America his 
heart probably lies at his home 
in Houston, Texas. As the Ry- 
der Cup reached its climax in 
Rochester, New York, Elkington 
watched the match on television 
in Taiwan at 3am. “I had tears 
r unning down my face,” he said. 

What prompted this show of 
emotion was not that Elkington 
felt sad for two of his friends on 
the United States team. Brad Fax- 
cm and JeffMaggert, but that he 
was delated for the wins of Sam 
Torrance and Costantino Rocca. 


Tbday Tbrrance and Rcwca, 
who between them have won 
more than £lm in prize-money 
this season, resume the enf ana 
thrust of head-to-head combat 
in the Toyota World Match -Play 
Championship over the Banna 
Road. In the first round^ Tbr- 
rance plays Bernhard Linger 
and Rocca meets Vijay Singh. 

In the other two first-round 
matches. Lee Janzen plays Kat- 
SuyOShi TomOri and Cotin 
Montgomerie takes on David. 
Duval II Montgomerie, who is 
nursing a wrist injury, survives 
to the second round, bewail play 
Elkington, who beat him m a 
sudden-death finish to the US 
ini 


Montgomerie birdiedthe last 
three holes to get into a play-off 


with Elkington, who then rolled 
in a 20-footpitt to win the first 
extra hole. “He deserved to win 
as much as I did,” EDrizgton said. 
The remark was not meant for 
public consumption, but was 
relayed to Montgomerie by fax. 

They are both aged 32 and 
both played golf at universities 
in Houston. Whereas EDtington 
won All-American honours, 
Montgomerie did not set the 
campus alight. “He did nothing 
in college,” Elkington said. “In 
fact, I wasn't sore that his fu- 
ture was in golf. He's the ulti- 
mate late bloomer." 

Elkington thought that Mon- 
ty’s swing was “unorthodox", but 
after the US PGA he studied the 
Scot’s style on video. “It looked 
perfect” Elkington said. “I want- 


ed to know why he drives the ball 
so straight on every hole. He and 
Greg Norman are probably the 
best drivers in the world.” 
Montgomerie, who was beat- 
en by Ernie Els in last year's fi- 
nal, will, have heat and laser 
treatment on his painful wrist 
before teeing off this morning. 
“Itwouldbeveiydiffiaihtapuil 
out at this stage,” Montgomerie 
said. 

Hie 24-year-old Duval is 


that he would be involved in a 
close matt* with the American. 
Duval has not played at Went- 
worth before, but he made a sig- 
nificant impression in Scotland 
this year on courses that were 
new to him. 

He had a good ran in the 
Scottish Open at Carnoustie 
and was on the leaderboard in 
the Open at St Andrews until 
taking a seven at the Road 
Hole. “I have been a good 


making his debat in the cham- player for years,” Elkirigtou 
pionship. He turned profes- said, “and I never finfehedm the 


sional two years ago and has 
won so modi money this season 
cm the US Tbur he has made the 
top 10, and will probably be- 
come their rookie of the year. 


had a suspea wrist, die odds are 




top 10 in America.’ 
if the matches go the dis- 
tance, the top four seeds have 
foe advantage. They have a 
free day today, although Els says 
he is in foe mood to defend. By 
last year’s standards, the South 


African has had a quiet season. 
‘‘With the talent he has," Mont- 
gmnerie said, “never write him 
off for anything,” 

While refining membership 
of foe US Tbur next year, Els. 
forming a pressure croup with 
Norman and Nick Price, intends 
to play more m Europe, He has 
bought a house in Lake Nona, 
Florida, the base of David Lead- 
better and his team. “1 still have 
faults in my swing.” Els said. In 
a non-vintage field, it is the Elk, 

who cou,d land 
the £ 170,000 first prize. 
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No danger 
of Rhinos’ 
extinction 


Rugby League 

South Africa’s battered players 
insist they wilJ not throw in the 
towel despite the heavy pun- 
ishment they have taken so far 
in the Centenary World Cup. 

In the space of three days, the 
South Africans have conceded 
138 points in two giTnus in- 
cluding a world record Tfcst de- 
feat of 86-6 against Australia on 
Tuesday at Gateshead. 

The contrast with the Spring- 
bok side who won rugby union’s 
World Cup to the delight of 
President Nelson Mandela in 
June could scarcely be greater, 
but their captain. Jaco Booysen, 
says his side are far from dis- 
heartened. 

“We re very positive, “ Booy- 
sen, who was sporting a black 
eye, said “Particularly after 
the second half against Aus- 
tralia. morale is very high.” 

The Kangaroos, 52-0 up at 
half-time, scored a mere 34 
points after the break and even 
allowed the Rhinos, as the 
South Africans are known, a try 
of their own. 

That honour went to prop 
Gideon Watts, who burrowed 
over by the posts to score South 
Africa's first try in internation- 
al rugby league. 

Broken was adamant the re- 
sult would not spell the abrupt 
end of rugby league in a coun- 
try where union remains a vir- 
tual religion for many people. 

“The public will bade us up,” 
he insisted “We are all part of 
South.Africa.” 


The Rhinos had wanted to 
compete in the emerging na- 
tions’ tournament, due to start 
next week, but were persuad- 
ed for largely financial reasons 
to enter a team for the main 
event 

They axe also aligned with 
Rupert Murdoch’s proposed 
Super League, a deal which 
should provide a massive in- 
jection of funds for the 13-a-side 
code in the Republic at a criti- 
cal time. 

Things, however, could get 
worse for the Rhinos before 
they get better. Their final 
group match in Leeds on Sat- 
urday is against the hosts, Eng- 
land who are fresh from a 
memorable victory over Aus- 
tralia at Wembley last weekend 

A crumb of consolation was 
provided by the Kangaroo , 
stand-off, Andrew Johns, who 1 
marked his Test debut with a 
personal haul of 30 points to 
equal the individual World Cup 
record set by his fellow coun- 
tryman Michael O’Connor 
against Papua New Guinea 
seven years ago. 

“They’re world champions in 
rugby union so they've got po- 
tential," Johns said. 

Johns, the man of the match, 
landed 11 goals and added two 
tries to his goal-kicking feat but 
missed five attempts on goal and 
admitted he was disappointed 
not to break the record 

“It’s a chance that might not 
come again,” he said “But it was 
my first match for Australia and 
I was pleased with my perfor- 
mance.” 



Jeff Blauser, of the Atlanta Braves, is upended by Hal Morris, of the Cincinnati Reds during their National League Championship game 


Photograph: Sue Ogrocki/Reuter 


Mariners survive despite sailing close to wind 


Edwards threatens 
to retire over 'slur’ 



The England captain,. Shaun 
Edwards, isthreateni^toretire 
from international rugby over 
Australian claims that he racial- 
ly abused JhefrTbqgan winger, 
John Hopoate, in Saturday’s 
opening World Cup match at 
Wembley, writes pave Hadfield. 

Edwards has already denied 
the allcgationsand is consulting 
his solicitor/ "’But if this is what 
international rugby league has 
come to, the way I feel at the 
moment is that the sooner 1 gel 
away from it the better," he sand 

Edwards, whose girlfriend is 
black, is furious at what he sees 
as an outrageous slur. He crit- 
icised Hopoate after the match 
for sledgmg the England full- 
back, Kns Radlinsld, but takes 
the strongest possible exception 
to claims that he racially abused 
the player on the pitch. 

The Rugby League may bring 
back Tonga cm a short tour in the 


Park returns 
to threaten 
British hopes 

Badminton 

British hopes of winning their 
first Olympic medal will en- 
counter an unexpected hurdle 
after the announcement that 
South Korea’s Park Joo-Bong is 
to come out of retirement for the 
Atlanta Games in nine months' 
time, writes James Leigh. 

Phrk, widely regarded as the 
greatest all-round doubles play- 
er of all time, has been consid- 
ering one more attempt upon a 
major title since the decision of 
the International Olympic Com- 
mittee to allow mixed doubles 
into the programme for 1996. 

Among the strongest British 
prospects of a first medal had 
appeared to be the mixed dou- 
bles, at which Nick Fonting 
and Joanne Wright were All- 
England champions last year. 
However, Park and GO Young- 
Ah must now be the favourites 
for the event. 


'near future. The Tbngans are 
due to leave for home after los- 
ing (me and drawing one of their 
group games. The impact that 
they have had, however, makes 
the prospect of another visit an 
attractive one. The perfor- 
mances of FjjjaadTbnga suggest 
. that the tihramjgh^be right to 
grant them full Tfest status, in- 
creasing the international board’s 
membership from five to eight 

WESTON SAMOA (Qnq> Wire* v Rhm, 
CadK today): P Mimm (Nonh Harttou); 
Koto (Nttiandwa), Wdgmaia (Wigan), 
Sdn«tar (Haflfax. capO, LawiaQa fCromJ- 
lO); Roped (Auckland), Swoon (Auckland}; S 
Soiomooa (Auckland). PochiM (Auckland). 
Afoa (Paretti). MatauUa (StHdens). tttqm 
(Auckland), T lUmvm (Auckland). Sub- 
stitutes: Vbfnna (Auckland), Rum (Sat- 
ford). Bta (AM). RaraM (St Hoians). 


Baseball 


All the Seattle Mariners asked 
Bob Wolcott to give them was 
a few good i nning s. Instead, the 
22-year-old rookie gave them 
a game to remember forever. 

Wolcott, pitching because 
the Mariners had no one else, 
pulled one of baseball’s great- 
est escapes, wriggling free from 


a bases-loaded, no-outs jam in 
the first inning and beating the 
Cleveland Indians 3-2 on Tues- 
day night in the first game in 
the best of seven American 
League Championship series. 

“It was definitely nerve-rack- 
ing." Wolcott said. “It's a 
tremendous relief. Anything 
could have happened We 
could’ve gotten blown out" 

“We used so much of onr 


pitching staff in the other series, 
I just wanted to give them a 
rest," he said. “I have to admit, 
I had my doubts in the first in- 
ning. But it all worked out" 
Showing poise that belied his 
baby face, Wolcott, making 
only his eighth major-league ap- 
pearance, spent the whole 
evening putting himself in 
trouble and then getting out 
The only sign of stress was the 


sweat creeping out farther and 
farther on the bill of his cap. 

The Atlanta Braves hit sin- 
gle runs in the ninth and 11th 
innings to rally for a 2-1 victory 
in a tense pitching duel with the 
Cincinna ti Reds on Tuesday, to 
take a 1-0 lead in the National 
League Championship Series. 

Mike Devereaux. who en- 
tered the game as a defensive 
replacement in the ninth inning, 


singled with two out in the top 
of the 11th to put Fred McGriff 
home for the run that put 
them ahead. 

The Braves, shut down in the 
first eight innings by Pete 
Schourek, Cincinna ti's starting 
pitcher, have scored seven runs 
in the ninth inning during the 


play-offs. 
The Bra 


The Braves got the benefit of 
five double plays, four while 


Tom Glavine, Atlanta's starter, 
was pitching. “I was fortunate 
that I made the pilches when 
guys were on base, and the guys 
turned the double plays." 
Glavine said. 

The left-hander, who en- 
tered the game with a 13-1 
record at Cincinnati's River- 
front Stadium, had five strike- 
outs and gave up one run in his 
seven innings of pitching. 


Shearer refuses to get carried away 


Anderton move denial 


‘football 


"V r -- 


(Group Kn V tana I 
Qninoa, St Htlm, tomorrow): Ridge 
(Manta capO: Ham (Auckland). Btadanm 
(Auckland). MM (Cantona), worms isyd- 
nay Bid*** Raul ftUtfm). Jam (Auctendk 
Poogta (Cantona), Era lAucMnnd), Lnwfo 
fiytmuyCHjfl. Kearny (Auc«ara).Hore(SyO- 
ney Wests). Korop (Loads). Su to t Knteo: Hg»- 
mn (Auckland). Otesano (Auckland). K bo 
deeds). T bo (Sydney CSy). 


Despite his goal in Scotland B’s 
2-1 win over Sweden in Stock- 
holm on Tuesday, Duncan 
Shearer is playing down his 
chances of making Scotland's 
Euro V6 squad next summer. “1 
still don’t think I will be in Eng- 
land next year if we qualify," he 
said. 

“1 am pleased that 1 scored 
because I want Craig Brown 
[the Scotland manager] and 
the strikers in our senior squad 
to know I am ready to do a job 
if asked. 


“BUT I have a real battle on 
my hands getting a game for 
Aberdeen at the moment.” 
Shearer has been confined to 
the bend) at Fittodrie this sea- 
son as Aberdeen’s manager, 
Roy Aitken, keeps frith with 
Scott Booth and Billy Dodds. 

“I simply don't have a case to 
go in and see Roy Aitken at the 
moment,” he said “The two 
guys who are playing at the mo- 
ment have been exceptional for 
Aberdeen so far this season. 

“But scoring in Sweden is an- 
other reminder from me to 
Roy and I'm delighted with 
that. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


China’s world 
beaters eye 
Atlanta gold 

Gymnastics 

China’s men gymnasts have 


U Xiaoshuang to surpass their 
World Championship triumphs 
at next year's Atlanta Olympics. 

“We will be put under bigger 
pressure, so we must make more 
effort to improve our skills,” Li 
said after China’s men's squad 
led by Li, defended the team ti- 
tle in Sabae, Japan, with a mar- 
gin of 3.061 points over Japan. 


BasebaH 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: Cftamptonalilp play- 
ofte Seattle 3 Oewetond 2 (Seattle toad te»- 
af-sewyi scales l-Ol. 

IWIONIU. LEAGUE CtmaptonMAp ptoy-ofla: 

Atlanta 2 Onennan l ( 8 i IX Attsnta leads 
bea-of-seven senes 1 - 0 }. 

Football 

Brian Horton ts to take charge of the 
Foottxfi League team which wtil play an 
Italian Serie B XI at Huddersfletd’s 
McAlpine Stadium next month-The 
Huddersfield manager wfll be aiming to 
lead the side- selected exclusively from 
Endslelgi League players - to a sec- 
ond victory over the Italians this year 
in the match on Tuesday, 14 Novem- 
ber. 


champion, Vitaly Sherbo of Be- 
larus, and the European cb jun- 


to capture the individual all- 
around crown for the first time. 

Despite their brilliant perfor- 
mances, the Chinese men failed 

to win a single apparatus final at 


velop then: sk3k if they are to en- 
hance their. reputation at the 
summer games. 





Fifteen players were yesterday named 
in a Great Britain ana Ireland women's 
squad which win train together in the 
build-up to next June's defence of the 
Cute Cup m Kdlamey it Includes five 
rrembererftte safe which kept the tro- 
phy ^ter a 9-9 Be in Tennessee last jeer 
- Ertgfeh and British champion Jute Hall, 
Mham McKay, Janice Moodie, EDeen 
Rose Power and Usa Walton. 




NHl; Toronto 7 NY Islondors 3: Dafl3S T Cal- 
£*y 3; St Lous S Edmon t on 3; Los Angstes 

5 endup 5 fa'll. 


VERNONS DMDETOS 0far matches pteyed 
7 October). Treble elnme: 23pfcu 
£253.001.00. 22: £61&25. 21: £5030. 20E 
OO.OO. 10 beaMK £399.15. Five mays: 

£3230. 

LTTTLEWOOQS Treble chance: 23pts 
£038.90335. 22: £139435. S± 020.75, 


-' “I love it sonfuch every time 
1 score a goal and it was special 
after being asked to captain the 
side. I love to hear the roar of 

the crowd and although there 
was hardly anybody there in 
Stockholm when I scored there 
was a roar inside me. 

“I was also pleased that 1 
played for almost 80 minutes be- 
cause it's a big difference step- 
ping up to B international level 
from reserve team football." 

Brown bas already used 
Shearer in Scotland's Group 
Eight qualifying campaign and a 
couple of other fringe candidates 
staked their claim on Tuesday. 


month. The tamer international will lain 
a coaching panel that includes the for- 
mer Scotland A prep, Graham Smith. 
The New Zealand International Zinzan 
Brooke has been fined around £500 and 
disqualified from driving for six months 
after pleading 0 jiity to assault and dan- 
gerous driving at a Wellington court. 
CLUB MATCH: Noatrtftam IS Loughborough 
UnheHty 13. 


Midfielders -Scot Gemmfll 
(Nottingham Forest ) and Paul 
Telfer (Coventry) impressed 
the B team’s joidl bosses, 
Murdo MacLeod and Tommy 
Bums, as a late winner from the 
substitute, Kilmarnock’s Tom 
Brown, ensured victory. 

“It was a good team perfor- 
mance and it was great to see 
us passing the ball so well away 
from home in Europe," 
MacLeod said. 

Scotland are set to include 
more B games in their forth- 
coming programme with the 
possibility of playing in Den- 
mark next April. 


Darren Anderton and Gerry 
Hands yesterday dismissed fur- 
ther reports that the Tottenham 
winger is to sign for Manches- 
ter United. 

Anderton has been the sub- 
ject of increasing speculation 
about a £7m move, but the Eng- 
land player, who signed a five- 
year contract at the end of last 
season, said: “This is a complete 
mystery to me. As far as I'm 
concerned, my situation is the 
same as it has been since the 
summer. I'm under contract at 
lottenham and I'm very happy 
here. It's a great club." 

Rands, the Spurs manager, 
said: Tm fed up with this rub- 


6.30 P.M. TONIGHT 


bisb about Darren going -to 
Manchester United. He is not 
gping anywhere. Furthermore he 
doesn’t want to go anywhere." 

The Wimbledon manager, 
Joe Kinnear, has escaped fur- 
ther punishment after two pos- 
sible breaches of his touchline 
ban, which expires at the end of 
the month, were reported to the 
Football Association. 

Kinnear was seen by the 
pitch during matches against 
Liverpool, when Andy Thorn 
was “sent off" but then re- 
called, and against Sheffield 
Wednesday, but the FA has ac- 
cepted explanations from match 
officials at the two games. 


Speedway 


football results 


£438,92335. 22: £139435. 3± £120.75, 
20s £23.65. 19 £535. Rw draw* £2030. 
10 Hooks: £338.90. Hv» aware £15.60. 

toncos 23j*s£7.GGaiQ. 
£4.65. 20: £0.75. four 


PREMIER LEAGUE: Bradford 58 Arena Es- 
sex 38. 


Tennis 

John Newcombe, the framer Wimble- 
don champion, has been told his Job 
as Australia's Davis Cup captain a safe 
- Just two weeks after the county were 
knocked out of the eOte world group for 
the fiisr time. Tbnnls Austrata, the sport's 
national ruling body, reappointed New- 
combe fra 1996 and also retained Tory 
Roche as Daws Cup coach. 

The WTA Tour's two-year search for a 
sponsor came to an end with the agree- 
ment of a deal with Canadian-based 
computer graphics software maker 
Corel. The contract win begin with the 
WTA tour Championships m New \tjrk 
in November and win indude incorpo- 
rating the software maker's name onto 
me circuit, which will be Known as the 
Corel WTA lour. The United States-based 
Kraft Foods ended their sponsorship with 
the WTA at the end of the 1993 sea- 
son. The contract includes Corel bong 
part of die nearly 60 tour events in 20 
countries, including the four grand 
slamS and the Fed Cup. 

Russia have been fined approximately 
£16ti00 by the International Tfermls Fed- 
eration for watering the court betore last 


European Chan#»*liip 

Group Ooe 

R om a n ia (0) 1 ■■■** 

Lftcatus 52 Karamfceu 30 

MO 

2 »anett 

(ar National swam, Bucharest) 
bract fir „ -- a AwrMflen (0) — 0 

R Karan 30. 50 3.500 

arftamat Gan sedtofl. 

Stootta tu A Pot»* W — 1 

DutaSky pan 32 3 «*J 0 jwsH 19 
JancufaSS 10.000 

s£?!m83 

far Rhefrie Pole sadU™. Bmt&aoJ 

p w d L F APt* 

M 3 5 3 1 If 9 If 

q 4 5 0 20 2 17 

B2St==* 1 * 3SS3 

Amtagm —9 0 0 9 7 29® 


Group Six 

lioetattnaMk) fOt-0 Mlrttand (D — 
1100 tyNeB 36 

McMahon 49 
0ubm55 
P Gray 72 

(at EMfien/Mamn SpanparK Esctien). 


Group Sevan 

Caofgb U) 2 Bulgaria (Q}~ 

WfiMBCt® 48 

(at Boris Palehadae sarfUm. rbfisO 


Angto-ttafinn Cap 
feoupB 




OJ: 

WE ASK THE 
QUESTIONS 
THEY COULDN’T 

ASK. 




e gjjagig 



troa^Aiirtiosan v Poland; Rawe v twaor. 


Group Few 

UtimoBia Ml 5 Estonia (W 

MacMMdus? 33W 
Suta 12.38 
SMQ5 43 

Ivenauskaa 01 


BUROPGAN UNDGR-21 OMMPKMNBHtP 
awipIMi tUrawoQ: C^mijb 3 Maealorta 

a. 

AVON MSmiAfiCC COMBMATHM Hast M- 
vMon: BAffKOn3Uaon'Iowi3-S6eondDi- 

vbbe Lou0M Cep: Bounaraouft 0 Ptpmouth 
Aiffifa 1. 

UtSTO CUP SenMtalK Cnsadai 2 Un- 
K«M3pfterB9iDatMe). 
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WORLD EXCLUSIVE 
OJ. SIMPSON’S 
FIRST POST-TRIAL INTERVIEW 
ONLY ON 
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Hamilton 

savours 

sweet 

moment 


football 


Liechtenstein 
Northern Ireland 


Jimmy Quinn closed in on 
Northern Ireland's scoring 
record in his side's European 
Championship victory stroll at 
the Eschen/Mauren Sport park 
yesterday afternoon. 

Quinn, who will he 36 next 
month, netted one of his coun- 
try's three second-half goals to 
move to within one of Colin 
Clarke's record of 13 goals for 
the Ulstermen, 

Northern Ireland dismiss ed 
the part-time Group Six strag- 
glers in a ruthless and profes- 
sional manner, as their superior 
technique and fitness became 
more apparent after the break. 

It was satisfying for the man- 
ager, Bryan Hamilton, to suc- 
ceed so comprehensively where 
Jack Charlton's Republic team 
could do no more than draw. 

Liechtenstein's already slim 
resources were stretched by 
the absence of first-choice goal- 
keeper Martin Heeb - their 
hero against the Republic - and 
their only full-time profession- 
al. Mario Frick - and Northern 
Ireland made them pay. 

PhQ Gray missed a simple 
chance in the second minute, but 
Liechtenstein's defensive disri- 
pline stayed intact only until the 
36th minute. A long Alan Pet- 
tis clearance was headed on by 
Gray for Michael O'Neill to 
strike from close range. 

After the break. Northern 
Ireland drove forward relent- 
lessly. The free-kicks of West 


Ham’s Michael Hughes proved 
ooe of their most dangerous 
weapons, and one of them pro- 
duced Lhe second goal after 49 
minutes. Quinn mused the ball 
but Tottenham's Geny McMa- 
hon knelt behind him to head 
in his first international goal. 

Quinn put his name on the 
scoresheel with a 30-yard drive 
in the SSth minute, after a bad 
error by Hany Zech. and Gray 
crowned a hard-working per- 
formance with the fourth when 
he headed in McMahon's 72nd- 
minuLe cross. 

Fettis, a spectator for most of 
the match, did well to Up over 
a curling shot from Franz 
Schadler in the closing stages. 

Liechtenstein may possess 
one of the most spectacular 
grounds in world football - but 
not one of the most impressive 
European records. They fin- 
ished their Group Six pro- 
gramme with one point and 40 
goals conceded in 10 matches. 

Nevertheless, the tiny prin- 
cipality, with a population of less 
than 30.000, bas confirmed its 
entiy to the next World Cup and 
may soon be facing some of 
global football’s most famous 
teams in their municipal stadi- 
um nestling below the Alps. 

UBCHIENSTEM: OcTjry ffrastamJ: Hoftf 
(Vaduz). C Frick (Batore). MM rEacherVMau- 
renj. HasJer (\tediv), KJamzsr (Esctier>Mau- 
ren). Tatew (Babers). Stator (Babers), 
Sdt&rfler (Ttesenbetg). Zocfe (Vaduz), Oohri 
(Babers). S ub stit ut e* used: HwiSns w i 
(Vaduz), J Ospoit (Vaduz], Sets {Titesanl. 
NORTHERN HZELAND: Pettis iHufl Cnjrt: Lo- 
mas (Manchester City), Worthington (Leeds 
l)td).m (Leicester Cay), Matter (Wrexham), 
Lennon (Crewe Alexandra), McMahon Hor- 
ten ham Hotspur), O’Neil (Hfeemton), Quhm 
(Reading). PGray (SlndertancO, HajJn*s(Hfesr 
Ham). SitMtitrtes us«L- Wood (Wfetoel), 
Rowland (West Ham), McGJbtwa (Man- 
chester utd). 

Reforest L Michel (StowHaa). 



Despite winning the first set against Todd Martin, Jeremy Bates was yesterday beaten in the second round of the Super Seiko Tournament in Tokyo 


Photograph: AP 


Edberg is philosophical in defeat 


England hopes fade 


England need to win their final 
qualifying match in the Euro- 
pean Under-21 Championship 
on 14 November to nave any 
chance of reaching the quarter- 
finals. Even then, a victory over 
Austria might not be enough. 

That was the stark message for 
their coach, Dave Sexton, as his 
squad headed home after Tues- 
day’s 2-2 draw against Norway 
in their friendly international. 

Portugal, who went one point 
dear in Group Six on TUesday, 
thanks to al-0 win over Austria, 
boast a superior goal difference, 
and complete their fixtures by cn- 


tertaining the Republic of Ireland 
on the same day that England 
play. It will be a major surprise 
if Ireland do block their path, al- 
though they forced a draw at 
home to Portugal in April. 

Peter Bonetti, the goal- 
keeping coach to England 
Under-21 s, said: “The Por- 
tuguese have got themselves in 
this position because of their 
defensive record. They have 
only conceded one goal in 
seven games. 

“We were hoping Austria 
might pick up a point, but it 
doesn't look good for us now." 


Tennis 


After befog beaten by a man 
who was only five years old when 
Stefan Edberg began his career, 
the Swede yesterday tried to 
console himself. “At least I'll 
have seven weeks off at the end 
of the year, which is the first time 
since 1982,” said Edberg, who 
was beaten in 43 minutes, 6-0, 
6-2. by Mark Philippe us sis. of 
Australia, in the Super Seiko 
Tournament in Tokyo. 

Edberg, the former world 
No 1. wflj have the time off be- 
cause he has no chance of mak- 
ing the year-ending tournament 
in Frankfurt, Germany, which 
pits the world’s top eight play- 
ers against each other. 

Edberg was philosophical 


about his defeat, saying he 
would soon forget about it. 
Tm going to have some losses 
here and there," he said. “Fm 
going to have my good weeks." 

The winner of six Grand 
Slam tournaments insists he 
wifi retire if he feels he can no 
longer win one of the majors, but 
acknowledges that bigger and 
stronger players make it hard- 
er all the time, “t used to be ooe 
of the big guys on the Tour. Now 
I’m somewhere in the middle," 
said the 6ft 2in Swede. 

Philippoussis, IS, who lost to 
Edberg in the Australian Open 
in January, said that Edberg was 
still playing the same delicate 
serve and volley game, but the 
problem was that “tennis is 
getting a lot faster and more 
powerful. 


“Maybe today Stefan didn’t 
play as well or I didn’t let him 
into the match," said Phflfo- 
poussis, ranked 60th in the 
world in his first hill year on the 
Tour. 

“Everybody can play well 
when you’re having a good 
day,” Edberg said. “If you can 
play well when you’re having a 
bad day, then you’re a good 
player.” 

Meanwhile, Britain's Jeremy 
Bates slumped to a second- 
round defeat, despite winning 
the opening set against the 
sixth seed, Todd Martin. Bates 
twice broke his American op- 
ponent’s serve in taking the first 
set 6-3. But Martin mixed serve 
and volley with well-placed 
passing shots to take the match 
3-6, 64, 6-4. 


Martin will now face Swe- 
den's Henrik Holm, who over- 
came the No 12 seed, Mark 
Woodfotde, of Australia, 4-6, 
6-1, 7:6. - . , 

Steffi Graf, the Wimbledon 
champion, is still hoping to 
compete in next week's 
Brighton tournament - despite 
widespread reports that she 
has withdrawn because of back 
trouble. Graf, who shares the 
world No 1 ranking with Mon- 
ica Seles, has been nursing a 
chronic back complaint for sev- 
eral months, and has not played 
since winning the US Open ear- 
ly last month. 

But George Hendon, pro- 
moter of die Brighton event, said 
yesterday: “Reports that Steffi 
has withdrawn are completely 
unfounded. She wants to play be- 


cause she has always enjoyed the 
Brighton tournament. 

“Steffi had a rigorous work- 
out in Germany today and may 
not decide . until tomorrow 
whether she can (day. She is 
probably waiting to see if their 
is any reaction after her prac- 
tice session. If her back holds 
up she will definitely play, but 
end] we hear from her, there is 
no point in speculating on the 
matter," Hendon said yesterday. 

If Graf does drop out, it will 
be a tremendous blow to the 
tournament, which is befog 
staged for the 18th and last time 
this year. The event is without 
a sponsor and was hoping for 
big crowds to watch the German 
player in action. 

This year, despite her back 
problem, she has won three of 


the four Grand Slam titles - the 
French Open, Wimbledon and 
the US Open - and has lost 
only one match, to the South 
African Amanda Coetzer, at 
the Canadian Open in Au- 
gust But she bounced straight 
back to win the US Open, 
beating Lhe newly returned Se- 
les in the final. 

More recently, she has been 
upset by her father, Peter - 
who is also her manager - be- 
ing arrested and taken into 
custody in Germany for al- 
legedly failing to report 
around £22m of her earnings. 
Graf herself had to endure 
lengthy questioning from the 
German tax authorities last 
week. 

Results, Sporting Digest, 
page 31 
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ACROSS 26 

1 Big. dangerous adder seen in 
this year's fine weather? 29 


10 


A report 

shock (7) 30 


art about time creates 


...Overpower the returning 8 
bats (4) 

From whence comes French 9 
wine - and Perrier for Mog- 


IL Overtake cop on horseback 
(52) 31 

12 Worry about scripture 
lessons? (4) 

13 Put to rest having rendered 

inert (5) 2 

14 Some hi-tech-oigans rever- 
berate (4) 

17 Rework a spoilt canvas (7) 3 

15 The last riot showed sly cun- 
ning (7) 4 

19 Motivate badly then employ 5 

22 Shipping order’s scientific 
value is mass deception (7) 6 

24 Such a duck would provide 7 
a poor meal (41 

25 Crow family? (5) 


merit from fashionable L5 
lady’s sex-appeal (7) 


Magazine concerning age 
again and again (45,4) 


16 


DOWN 20 

Old-fashioned crew-cut leads 
to this sudden emergence of 21 
a vein (7) 

We're not bisons or okapi: 22 
we’re sung about (4) 23 

Lord in a tyding number? (7) 
Triumph Spitfire, ultimate 27 
cult car, epitomises Swinging 28 
Sixties first of all (7) 

A friend for tea? ...(4) 

...just the strange one situ- 
ated near California (7) 


See the striker wait forgoing- 
home time (555) 

Like very modern Snow 
White with decisions left to 
the dwarfs? (2JL3,6) 
Computer information in- 
volves inversion of bit and 
Greek character (5) 

Time for European member 
to be pui to the test (5) 

I'm apt to play in elevated 
of orchestra (7) 
n's getting to bkw it? Til 
ct the listener! (7) 
rksr team to go down (7) 
’Simp is elected -displaying 
exceptional merit (7) 
Sounds like top dog (4} 

The Derby, perhaps, but not 
this(4) 


Mahanama sets up 
Sri Lankan success 


Cricket 


Roshan Mahanama's fourth 
century in limited overs in- 
ternationals helped Sri IjuiIcr 
to a rare victory over West In- 
dies yesterday. Batting with a 
runner during the second part 
of his innin gs after p ulling a leg 
muscle, Mahanama made 101 
of Sri Lanka’s 234 for 7 in the 
opening match of the Champi- 
ons' Trophy tournament 
West indies appeared to be 
on target for their 17th win in 
20 one-day matches against Sri 
Lanka when they reached 192 
for 3 from 44 overs, the open- 
er Sherwin Campbell having led 
the way with 86 - his highest 
one-day score. But Sanath Jaya- 
suriya, the left-arm spinner, 
claimed the wickets of Richie 
Richardson and Roger Harper 
in the 45th over to tilt the 
match in Sri Lanka's favour. 


West Inches finished on 228 for 
9 from their 50 overs. 

Richardson, who hit three 
fours and two sixes in his 67, ad- 
mitted afterwards that his side 
had been outplayed in every de- 
partment ‘The better team 
won on the day,” he said. “It is 
as simple as that” 

The run-out of Brian Lara for 
19 at the bowler's end was cru- 
cial to Sri Lanka's success. Andy 

Roberts, the West Indies man- 
ager, thought Jayasuriya dropped 
the ball before removing the 
bails, but Lara was given out ty 
the third umpire, Nigel Flews, af- 
ter he had taken some time to 
study television replays. 

Sri Lanka's innings was built 


around a fourth-wicket stand of 
126 in 116 balls between Ma- 
hanama and Ar pma Ranatun- 
ga, who made 58. Mahanama’s 
101 from 152 balls was his first 
one-day century against West 
Indies. 


(West Mas vm tm) 

SRt LANKA 

R Maharwma c Stamms b 101 

S Jayasur^u C Simmons b Bishop 1 

A Gunoinha c Hasp or b Simmons- .IS 


A da S#w c Summons b Chandwpaul 9 

*A Ranmuncp c Brmns b Gibson 58 

tfl Kahiwithana iui out 11 


H TBaheratne c Stavncn# b Bhtop- 
R Kalpaft not out. 


K Dtarmssne not out , 
id>7 «r2Q) 


-27 


Mai (to- 7, 50 man) -_234 

DU not bob M Mufthanm, PWfcfcamastashe 
BaB: 142-583-84 «-21D 5-222 6-228 7-232. 


WESTHom 
PSnmnons cdoSto b Mfidasm a s l nfliB — 5 
S Campbefl cOt w rmaaana b Murttfwan _S6 
B Lara runout 19 


•R ffichantan c KakjwUwna b Jayesulya-67 
R Holder not out 26 


R Harper e and b Jqjaa 


S CftandefpBut c ds Sfca b Dtiamasano~.il 

O Gibson Bw b Dhsrmwwns — O 

H Anthony c Murithamn b deSHw 


TC Bnmne at KrtMthame b Dhamasera .2 
I Bahop not out ■ .■ l 


QM wlnbl). 


Uni (to 0, B0 owrs) .CTW 

Mt 1-13 2-69 3- 185 4-192 5-194 6-211 
7-211 8-218 9-226. 


_! WWaamastajJw 7-0-27-1; da SM 
1QO-38-1; Dhamasena £0-49-3: Muttfcwr 
1D-1-35-1; Jsyaaume 10-048-2; Kajpa^r 
40-250. 


Richards suspension threat 


Rugby Union 
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Dean Richards, England’s No 
8, will find out tonight whether 
he is to be the first player to be 
banned under the new totting- 
up procedure for yellow cards. 

Richards, Leicester's cap- 
tain, wifi be defended by his dub 
■when he appears before the 
Leicestershire disciplinary com- 
mittee at Welford Road after 
receiving yellow cards in suc- 
cessive matches last month. 
The regulations mean that a 
player warned twice is treated 
as having been sent off. 

Richards could be suspend- 
ed and miss the Test against 


South Africa nest month unless 
he can persuade the panel to 
treat him leniently. 

Tbny Russ, Leicester's direc- 
tor of coaching, said: “We are 
contesting this case vigorously. 
Fust of afl, he was not sent off 
in either match. Ws are all in un- 
known territory." 

Alan Wells, Leicestershire’s 
secretary, who will oversee pro- 
ceedings, sai± “This is a test 
case and we will be establishing 
a precedent, so we need to be 
very judicious in our verdict" 

The publicity before and cer- 
tainly after Richards’ case if he 
is suspended will act as a severe 
warning to thousands of pli- 
ers in England 



Richards' Leicester colleague 
Martin Johnson has also been 
given a yellow card and cannot 
afford another caution until 
next April. 

The system is in contrast to 
football, where a player who re- 
peated^ misbehaves can get 
away with half-a-dozen three- 
point bookings and still not be the 
subject of a disciplinary inquiry. 

Richards was spotted by a 
touch judge using dumsy foot- 
wcdcataiuckmthebonKmatch 
against Bath on 23 September 
and at Gloucester a week later 
another toudgudge alleged that 
he punched an opponent 
Bristol fight the poachers, 
page 30 


Open 

Your mainframe has gone co meet ics 
maker. Now you have open systems, 
efient/server architecture, distributed 
processing -caJD it what you like. 

It works. And better stilt, costs less. 
But now there are 300 budding IT 
Directors on the network doing 
their own thing, wreaking havoc 

..Mew 

Hewtett-Padcanfs Open View is a suite 
of tools that work as your eyes and 
ears on the network. Open View can 
also distrfoute software, reduce system 
bottlenecks and fix faults. What's 
more, it looks after multiple platforms 
including UNIX systems and personal 
computer networks. 

View OpenVSew at a Morse Data 
Technology Briefing. And prevent 
your “Open" dream becoming your 
worst nightmare. 
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Profile West, 950 Great West Road. 
Brentford, Middlesex. 0181-232 8000. 
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